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we will mean more prosperous Bad. productive farms and hence, better busi= 
cities in the area, > aoe 
the war adds a more grim and powerful ‘neaning to rural electrification, i | 
icity on the 273. farms to be served by Oneida~Madison's lines.is ‘going to ~ 
_ that those farms will produce more milk in 1944 4 - 4 year cn to bring” 
ost grim days of an already grim. War, ¢ ve 


t HOURS WITHOUT ELECTRICITY . (Washington we dispatch in Star-Times, January 


itch Administration said today, i ° 
its report for. the fiscal year ended June 30, REA said dabarindy shortages: Lime of 


wae as high as ies (Editor! S ote: “h aubapantlally longer account of our a 
Report, Dawulh the increase in advance oat as its lead, was carried on has 


‘ONER NAMED IN SHO-Mz OUSTER SUIT Creeria aan City AP story in dione Daneman ay 
4) - — Arthur N, Adams, Jr., of Kansas City, was appointed today by the eg 
> Suvreme Court as a special commissioner to hear evidence in an ouster suit 

t the phere Power or, of Columbia, ins Be 


Rr 


y savas: 1e- HOURS: WEEKLY. FOR. OTHER PAR CBS, SURVEY. sows (Bteoninato se 
aph, Bloomington, Dinas December: ha os es survey made here ie the kee 


e a 


eg to do ihe chores by, tone ferner reported, "It ieronees hog prennes 

nd also chicken production," — (Editor! s Note; In addition to pyaps and brooders, 

1 electrical anpliances Jaentioned in the returns were refrigerators, washing 

Ss, cream separators, electric. irons,’ motors, chicken water warmers, grain . 
feed eriaters milk. coolers and ‘electric: fences, un a 


lun 

d by Arny and Navy Journal ) ~« Increased war tine food production. wit. 
y - has. beén the goal of the Rural Blectrification Administration ‘staf 
g 1945 Po that. end ‘REA has loaned tres for. building WeB-approved power d 


os WAR ferticle by ACS eee Slatte ery in. "United States ‘ae ae 


es havel develoued: plans eer Laticomeeyi ne: electrics aL lev 
been encouraged to make. the widest possible use of electricit 


3 RA ei Wanced systems providing power to almost a millien farn families © 
_as farn processing plants, Army and Navy camps, Marine bases, eirfields, rata 
“housing,. mines and a major aluminua plant, . . | ae 
yy new ferns’ are ‘connected to the lines. of REA-financed systens, “strengths 
food production fortress for war output, The greatly reduced REA stapiy ty 
alta brass". Prove ous 1943, and will continue to do so for the duration 


~ 000° rural dwellings not connected with central station electric service, 


-employment to labor of a total volume of avproxinately $1, 000,000,009, of which 
about one~half would be financed. by the Rural Wioctrification: Adninistration, — 


-$372,000,000 had been dispersed to borrowers, representing about 384,000 miles of cards 
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A PROGRAM FOR A DYNAMIC DEMOCRACY ee the Report of the Special Committee on 
Postwar Hconomic Policy and Planning, U. S.. Senate, presented October 12, 1943,. 
and ordered to be printed) — + The Rural Blectrification Administration if: devel . 
oping plans for postwar expansion, The program will be of such éxtent as the ‘Con 
egress may determine, and the tempo will be conditioned by the rapidity of the 
approaah of peace, It is estimated that the current program of the Administration | 
could be accelerated if the Congress so desires te develop postwar projects costing 4 
approximately $500,000,000, and offering jobs to thousands of men in construction a 
work, exclusive of the jobs in underlying industries furnishing the raw materials, 
In eddition to these direct and indirect Jones experience indicates that corer 


and equipn rent to an anount equal to nearly the cost of the idee! Therefore, the 
full development of the postwar program would represent a stimulus to industry a: 


That pene field for further development of rural electrification is ec iS i 
ace sacs alya epee a amageng nme. there were appro: ‘a ely 


The principal function of the Rural Electrification Administration is to make “oe 
loans to finance the construction and operation of electric facilities and furnish 
electric energy to the rural areas, Up to the end of September, 1942, about 


lines energized and‘more shan 1,000,000 consumers connected, The record of the past, a 
therefore, indicates that the Rural Wlisobrimicesten Administration has a firn eg 
foundation of experience for the exvansion of the postwar program into as large 
proportions as the Congress and the Administration desire to be developed, 


‘ 


FARM ELECTRIFICATION (extension of remarks of Hon, Frank Carlson of Kansas, House as " 

of Representatives, December 21, Congressional Record ice ay ge The electrification ; 
of our farm and rural hones should be extended as rapidly as critical material from 
our war effort can be spared, In fact, material needed for the expansion of the 
rural electrification program should be given a high priority. Blectricity on the 
farms is more than a convenience — ~ it is a necessity, There is only one answer 


_to the farm labor problem and that is mechanical power, ., , (Editors Note: Mev oe 


which now provide lights and power to over a million American farms, 


~ corokand CO-OP GETS ORDER TO SERVE: ‘ALL (Denver News, December 29) ess: (Lina ‘dectaiaae 
yesterday by the Colorado Public Utilities Commissien' to serve members and non— 


“eo permitting the Highland Utility Co. to sell its.electric plant and distribution 
| ' systen in Montezuma County to the Empire Electric Association, an REA organization, 


fee, Colorado has 19 REA systems, serving eee naan: 20,000 clients. 


. 


acquire electrical utility Broper aes owned by the South Carolina Electric and Gas 
£0. a *%, he Tet weed tt 2 


and modern electrical conveniences serve to make home life on the farm attractive 


‘page section in the January issue contains an article by Deputy Administrator Neal, 
‘a story on the Ralph Childs farn, a story-on RBA allotn rents, short itens about 
| co-operatives and their personnel, aan several photos graphs. 


Carlson added to his article a reprint entitled "More Power to Farmers", taken 
from the newsletter of the Jewell-Mitchell Co-operative at Ionia, Kansas.) 


LIGHTS ON THE FARM (editorial, Atlanta Constitution, December 24) - ~ Judge Ogden 
Persons, the sage of Monroe haces has a new slant on the benefits of rural elec- 
trification, vy . 0 
Sveaking at Barnesvillé at’ the annual meeting of the Lamar Electric } Membership jn 
Corporation, Judge Persons praised the national rural electrification associations 
Such an improvement in rurel areas is a distinct contribution to the prevention 
of juvenile delinquency, Judge-Persons told members of the association. . . * 
There is, of course, much’ truth in what the judge had to. say, Adequate 1iightieee 
to rural youth with the obvious result that fewer g0 to the city and trouble, 


CO-OPERATIVE POWER (A Monthly Section of the Co-operative Digest) — — An eight- 


which may have widespread effect, a rural. electrification co-operative was ordered 
members alike "without discrimination," ‘The decision was contained in an order — 


The cormission said the order does not classify the co-operative as a public 
utility but directs that non-members be served without payment of the $5 membership 


- aoe ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THE REA STAFF 


" Santee-Cooper! s Plans to’ ‘Buy S, C, Utilities Abandoned - ~ Colunibus State, Colum 
bus, S. C,, December 23 ~ - Santee-Cooper -nnouncts it has abandoned any plans to. 


Perber tor Devartment Plans Vast Power Development After. War: preg AP . Washington Brening 


Star, Decenber 23 = = Interior! 8 Power pd Boe, in report ba. Peer ore ‘Ickes, . 


at: are SNe 2, 713, , 500 lw. “Studies under way thevents phate ee 
oh #0 9, 000, Be kw ne be aegis si to be developed in the Mest after rah 


nleashed" ~ - review of M, M, Samuels! book, by Valdenar Kaenpffert, Htc act 
L itor of New York ‘Tines, in iit econ Review of Literature, December 25, ie, 


» 
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oe Ble etric aan to up Manufactured in 1944 ~ — Post-Dispatch, Decexiver 


nae ! i a 
Dor Postwar: Living LL CaltFornin) Art and Architecture, December ~ - A 2 ea 

or a high apartment building with outdoor space in connection with each Paps ss 
prepared by Henry Shotwell of REA and a fellow architect, | ae 
oe Deal eRe N Larkin's column "Washington Comment", Electrical = 


dopted. at ae Silver Anniversary. \Gorresti bn of the ee Farn Bureau se 
of undus last Novenber is as pelt oes "Utilities ~ -— Com “end the prog gress pein b. 


tne the’ 3BA Skeleton — - editorial, Chicago Tribune, December 17, i ee 


; : fay 


Pw taise: in nost major papers of the country mentions the fact that REA ie 
eS . by Fresident Roosevelt on his list of eccomplishnent s of "Dr. New ‘Set 1 


- See in Jee inal aa aden ai. 


Betis vat for Seow Dan Completed ies Dal OM Journal, Salem, Ore,, © 


3s REA Roites "Loose" — —- = Washington AP story in ae 4 issue of New York 
and elsewhere ~ — ~ Ward 3B. Freeman tells Senate committee that REA nolicy : 
esvect to project loans in 1939 "opened the door to everyone to get on the 

train, " Ni 


act on’ aide enn of, REA, now in progress, have panes in the ; 
shington Post, Washinzton Tines-Herald , Baltimore Sun, Springfield (11 vit 
Falls 30s De ) cake Puodlic Utilities Fortnightly, Des Maines ’ 
Me Zanesville (Onsa) Tines-Revorde: i 
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D, DIXIE LAND Chacantesent Sreotettery in Southern Agriculturist, Nebruary 
. » « Ten years from now you'll probably be living on an electrified 

es of meri chores will be done by electricity, some of them autamatically 
clock switches turn on feed grinders, conveyors and other equipment, Per- 
ut 11 even pull field machinery with an electric tractor which guides itself 
the field and shuts itself off when the job is finished, You may use a gad— 
ich kills weed seeds before they sprout by treating soil with electricity, © 
‘be , standing at the edge of a field, you'll be able to kill all the boll 
ils in it at one time just by closing a switch: nt 

en a farmer can throw a switch... to help him do a aa he can do more work. Yi 
today, on well~electrified farms, hod at ibs are able to do as much as 60 per= re 
more than bdefore they. got electric power, Tomorrow, iAcoimsnaniee eat and new ake 


cady asking REA for loans to build their own electric systems mai “Private re 
rr companies will also be called upon to serve new rural areas, . --We have made {| 
ae in putting Glee brset ey: Pe work on the farm, A new day for the “Parmer is Richa, 


oe REA, SUGGEST: NEAL boolintus) Neb, AP story in Lincoln Journal, Lincoln, 
January 12) - —- A vostwar construction program costing more than 500 million 
-s to enlarge the rural electrification field was urged: here Tuesday by William 
Neal of St. Louis, deputy administrator of REA, mie). 
spoke at the ninth annual convention of the Nebraska association of public 
districts, attended by 80 delegates, including some from Wyoming and Missouri, 
are not making plans to be able to make more plans," he asserted, "We are 

g plans to be ready for action, | hae ae 
le there is considerable work to be done, our present studies indicate that = = 
minimum of effort and expense, REA, its borrowers and others, working to- 
er, can have available at a nonent's notice a postwar construction vrogran of 
over 500 million dollars in the first three years, 

his postwar program will have immediate benefits to labor that would otherwise 
released fron war plants now producing war material, This program will also be | 
‘benefit to those concerned with the processing, transporting, and manufacturing ig 
poles, conductors, transformers, lines and generating equipment, as well as the — ee 
: cae of a tremendous volume of enoliances and farn equipment , 6 " ' ve 


)e-- Fae ina of f arns will’contribute forcibly to national postwar pros— ae 
4 oerity throuch increased: output of foods produced with electric farm equipment, ias 
7 leaders of the Tennesseé Rural Electric Co-operative Association Ladtiiapl tok at their ee 
annual meeting here yesterday. .. | 
oP The Rural Electrification Administration will be ready to do rete “$300, 000, 000 to. 
-$350,000,000 worth of work after the wer," Dr, W, B, Herring, chief of the Co-oper— 
sives! Reet hons Division of RBA, baie Gn tis ate eet to the group yesterday 
‘ternoon, "We could get into the nostwa 1x work rapidly after the war, because we 
8, skeleton organization, all ready be 8 girlies on the MOT! rue ae | . ie 


. 
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eee ZF RURAL ELE OTRIFICATION (Seorstany’ of Acriculture Wickard, quoted in 


ity on the Farn", January issue) - - "We ought to have a twofold objective. - | i 
t of Visine objective is to see that electricity is taken to the rural homes | siti 
ica as far as practicable — - — the other is that we do everything possible Ratan 


that, Oe es hones that have electricity make a maximum use of it from the Uy eat 


ndpoint of the benefits that are being derived. . . After the last gun is fired 


C 


vis going to be a nent demand for agricultural products in this country.” he) ae 


PREDICT FAR] { ELZOTRIC BOOM AT WAR'S END (Chicago Tribune, Decenber 26) - - In the Bi 
ten years imnediately eee the war, electric’ lines will de extended generally g 
to farm homes and at the end of the marked at least four million farms will be using ‘ 
4 hour electric service, G. C. Nett, president of the Wiscorfsin Power and Light i 
Company, ° oreaicted., «  s a 
ane told how private enterprise haa pioneered and Boomabed een electrification Me 
v4.8 pel and said that the power and light companies were, serving nore than a mil- 4 
an farn customers at retail: in 1936, when thé government rural electrification’ 

} ainistratiow began operations sy) The power, and light companies are today serving 
_ at retail nore than two-thirds sf -all the farmers who have electric ‘service and ~ 
get irnishing at wholesale more than one-half of the electric power TOQMAT ae by the 
other third," sg aR 

f the REA co~oneratives had paid property texes on the ane basis as do power 
ight companies in‘Wisconstn’and-in addition had’paid thé 3% ‘fédéral excisé tax, ’ 
‘ taxes excluding income taxes entirelyswould. have been nearly as nuch.as ‘the 

Tm patos dollars they paid to the federal govermnent during their lifetime up to 
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Decenbder 31, 1942." 


’ RESTRICTIONS STUNTING. GROWTH or REA MAY. BE BASED IN 1944 eon Sun~Denocrat, ; 
Paducah, Ky., January 1s + «Material restrictions that have minimized the number — 
of homes subscribing for REA power tn.1943 may be eased a trifle in 1944, accordi 
cc ea, a BB Harris, manager of the Jackson thew hiice Rural Electric Co-operative Corpo 

ion, ate re <> ah 

é He said he has -no @efinite assurance ine Ee, on sale of copper wire and othe ae 

materials will be, altered. oe that ‘signs point that way. . . 

"When. this war's over we'll set out. :to finish the RBA job re this district, 

+» the hones possible -will have a chance. ae use are nower, " he said, % vee 
REA LUADERS MAST (StatPinos. We mAs 28) - = SPN tN era of 20 REA-financed 
rural electric co-operatives having labor contracts with the International Brot 

hood of Electrical Workers met with union leader's ye’sterday for a conference fo} 

“labor relations, The conference is asta Heid Be ase basco) tt in the Bostmen!s 

Ae, pide ; ; 


WATT NAY ACQUIRS NORTH CAROLINA RBA co. 07 (kovara Suttle in Wilmington Star, Wilma 
ton, N.C, January 9): —.+. Uncle San's Navy is expected soon to enter the public : 
“ubility Wakes through purch ase of ‘the »vroperties of the Jones—Onslow Electric Mem 
bership Corporation! iS electric generating and distribution system, ; 
Negotiations a are now under way between the Navy and Jones—Onslow whereby the. 
former may’ take over. the pronerty'of the latter to insure adequate power for the 
Now, River Marine Base and Cherry Point. Marine Air Base, REA’ conop nembvers would 
of course, receive continued service. over the system, a 
, “These nogotir tions have beensunder way for sone tin » with TénessOneiay having sana 
murchase price of $4, 345,119.46 and the Navy awaiting a complete survey of the a 
i system by its own Bespvinal engineers before neking ony public comment concerning 
. accentance or rejection of the OPFST Maren ie 
UTILITY FIRM ATTACKS RATE PLEAS ‘OF RBA (Oklehona City Tines, Jenuary 12) --4 . 
finish fisht between the rural electric co-operatives and privatelysouned electric 
utilities over retes in towns where the co-ovs have invaded the ddmain of’ private 
By.’ utilities was launched. before, the cornoration.commission Wednesday, — 
c The scrap broke on the anolication of the Oklahoma Gas and Blectric.Co, for a 
‘con amission order permitting OG&B to charge the co-ops the same rate it charges 
privs ute consumers’. if and when the co-op invades a anche: already being served 
er: by ‘the cornpany Mieke F, W, Herndon, representing OPA, said his asency would step 
_into the fig aht if it ‘develons into a rate-increasing idiocy ae baa a: ve 


fae. PEWER ACCORD ADTEMPT ‘PAILS (The Daily Oklahonan, Jexvucny 13) Sis Efforts ee con 


ari > wromise the fight between Oklahoma Gas ae Blectric and ‘rural . electrification: COmt a 
——s«. ogsratives failed Wednesday, , . Be aaa 
/ Willian ¥, Arnett, St, Louis, rate engineer for the } Rural Risctriesacheone sant niga 


tA 


tration, Es a witness for the co-operatives, said the provosed schedule 
‘would inerdase cost. of service Sad. per ‘ct lowatt Hour in conmunities. with population perl 
of P50 eee, | ae 
Oe 6. “ao HEAD” SAYS REA ESTASLISHING PUSLIC POWER PLAN tGitahoue city AP story 4n hee 
Musk-g0° Phoonix, Muskegec, Okba,, January 13) ~ - Prosident George A. Davis of the om 
Mklahona Gas and. Blectric Co, today accused the Rural Blectrification Adninistration — we) 
of attonpting to establish a public’ power program throush Oklahoma’ ruray, Reise oa 
co—oneratives. a rene bein Mae 5 ‘a 
Davis! charges. were mode as the corpora ation comission cone inion a2 day hearing 
on an application of. OG&B, for increased rates for energy sold: to co-ops’ for use in 
towns. of more than 200 population and for use in non-farm industries, .-...-- ie 
H. ©, Ivester, the. co-ops! attorney, told the comission, he. thought: Davis 1 WAS. 
sincere but. that he had hissed the point nok diitie Sick the’ pupal ‘Slectrittcem prow 
gran's great benefit to the people, - - aaa 
eo. said his company wanted the co-ops to prosper, that it wanted fest lee to have 
the 2 vantage of cheap power and that it wanted. to. work with the co-operatives. but has’ 
that. aL thought they should be subject to the jurisdiction of the. corporation. cote it hea 
mission’ the sehe as OG&B, The commission: took the case under advisement: and directed —__ 
a. study of thé earnings- and operations of the utility in connection with. rural. ae 
electrification be nade, ‘(Sinilar. = pbs an Cel ahome City OSes Bib asi Leen 


oa 
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HS Sarr HALLANGE OF RURAL ALAOPRIFICATION (c, By Leciehais in Batson: Electric, 
eee tat Bulletin, . January issue) - « « « « It is evident that unless. thé small Si 
faker can find a way to eliminate drudsery and make his work yield a monetary 
return comnarabdle to the industrial workers, he will .radually abandon his Sanne eae 
ove ‘to ‘the city as his ‘sons and daughters alraady have done , ek anya Wek ep a 
Zlectric Industry must contribute our share to the over~all Sasa oh: ‘life o 
RO PALM Se) .~ 

As wo have succeeded, in electrifying at least enough of our hones 
*’ what modern tine~ and money-saving conveniences are like, ave 

strides on sone Seas However Ae demand for rurs I 


for ee Ne ee i ati 
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1 gate vey as? ey Sanh” ade ae OS “ERY tai, al is oo ra a) ay PKL Ne Cane hit Sh tat Sat ye Saar c se Lf 
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of the’ country comes only fron a dual-purpose desire -~ for light and a 
. Maes perhaps a gu machine and ah ebie water as ‘aah next things to be 


ul ‘den for Efesdeveathe ‘eléctric’ currént to: overy ‘farn; large and Ze 
; ae machines that are useful, then arate and: ae - en ~- or seo that 
yore Capa as. soon as war comes rode: pernit, A ae 


JOBS FOR 2. VETERANS PLANNED IN ELECTRIC EXPANSION (Hollis Weekly News, Hollis, 
eg: December : 30) ~~. « This week the Harmon’ Hlectric Association poles 

cd -action to provide for & » huge exsarision of electric service to the rural cit- 
ens in this section, to provide teed ee for the servicenen the day une were 


sich expemsion will tniediately ‘create jobs for our returning boys, al: only in , 


ie iice. Gubdware:, ard’ al kinds: of électrical- ao anees. aré manufactured, " Henry 
wleton, local REA Panaceny: explained as he announced action of eas comop's’ Board 


Is TRE REASOI FOR TRIS. BXFANSION thabeetiis iain - Cassville, Wis., banners 
a <.* tiie Gc gdhesehaadenall te playing Sse important sane in: the process of 


ns. &6: paspeuted UE Sk a fai The new modern Boe house A akict tina | will house | 
brood sows and litters during the farrowing season, The duilding, 24 x 60 feet, f 


Pasay Raisbeck was nacebatnwtee and first project suverintendent. for the Grant 
. Bs Comdverative,. which Dade he held down for the first two years of its 


Beasts Bad action. of iis ina wa thls a weck, the Colorado public utilitios va 
commission Friday ordered thé Holy Cross Blectric Association .., . to amond its _ 
by-laws and serve non-yembers before it will be sranted the right to buy pudlic OS 
utility. vroperty in Sagle county, The order was sinilar to one earlier in the weex 
involving the REA4financed Expire Electric Association , , , Both co-ops were . eae 
Sea £0 change their Pes seecet to. make service A SEN to DoneE ers "without: 


4 


ss a COn0PS. ADD 400 FARNS: 5 (mectrie Light and Power, eer pode ~ = Alabana's 


service rt farms Bias dikes food for the war, REA h 1AS edatihabad that 56,200 Ree) 
farns we 24 per. cent :of all farms in the state’ ~~ have central station electric” 
service, REA~finenced systems Me Steep ary electricity to 25,000 of these faris, 


REA LING US FUNCTION WELL (editorial, Covd County Times, Marietta, Ga,) - ~ Out in the 

country, we are.sonewhat helpless when the juice goes off,. REA lines havea @reater 

2an between the poles and naturally accumulate more ice between the points of suse, 

sion which adds to the weight on the wire, Result, they are more likely to snap 

ra. heavy -coating of ice, ° Meee 

our. house we. cot. out our kerosene lamps, filled buckets of water (since our he 

r supply depends’ on electricity), piled up our firewood ( decause | our furriace PS, 

denends: on electricity.) We were ready for: the worst, ; hon : ae 
ware preparations were all in vain, On Christmas Day the juice flowed as. ; . 

as on a clear July oe The RBA lines didn't so much as: flicker the whole mele 


ee eyes anys é BTR PAN, gen Fe t* 


cree, ‘1942, REA. Rapned ead se a survey of 41 selected electrified ene Ly 
_ Ohio and. Indiana, The object of the survey'wads to determine: the changes that’ had’ - 
taken’ place:in: the agian tare Bet production enterprises, and labor hefore anes 
after: electrification, . : ny. 
 Byery, farmer interviewed, without exception, stated that ote ve serrige was. ; 
4a major factor. in increasing his.food: production and decreasing his labor in the 
ee performance of specific farn chores, eas : E i 


. ie t, 


SES WORLD FOOD, orn. 00-.0P- aeoned Pelt: in the Star-Tines, January 20) -=..6 
ral. electrification: co-operative effort may show the principle by which the Ov 
nient can help the: péople to- help themselves within the framework of the present 
10 pears asserted Murray Lincoln, president of the Co-operative League of the 
speaking today at a gathering of leaders of co-operative organizations in a 
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: Bask Your REA ROLL CALL : Jan, 31, 1 
Bes ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THE REA STATT See at 
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Millions of Homes Still Lack Blesteresyy: REA Reports (Washington. UP ai adsense in 
bei Wall Street Journal, January 11, Also, article in Electrical World, January 15, ee 
OF Not Utopia But Home (editorial in Chattanooga Times, January 7). - — TVA Director: 
Tate. + Lilienthal, in Decatur, Ala., address, warns that- weceenie Planningyis not pines Sk 
Ha that a new ‘world will not arise from the ashes of the old at the end of the war; 
that unrealistic thinking paves the way for denagogues. Also cites TVA's success ie 
in supplying cheap electricity to the Valley, we 

Utilities Look Forward to Postwar Work (Santa Barbara Wows eens Santa Barbara, 
Calif,, January 2, Similar article in Journal of Commerce, New York City, January — 
LO ay F, & Arkwright, president’of Georgia Power Co,) 
; Says Investigation NTs Long Overdue" — -—- letter fron Minnesota Municipal: Utiliw 
Pe ties Association to Senator Shipstead, Electrical World, January 8, ; oo 
ney NRECA Fostpones Annual Convention =< - Electrical World, January 8 ~ = Meeting 
Originally scheduled for third week in January, now tentatively set for March, 
_ Backs Sho-Me Purchase - ~ Co-operative Consuner, December 31, . mee 
WW ckard- Urges Huse Postwar Food ’Froduction - ~ dP story in “Globe-Denocrat 
Vion ‘Secretary Wickard!s proposed agenda for a program of increased food pr 
duction after the war calls for rural electrification, among ‘other inprovenent 

‘Missouri Electric Now Owned by RBA ~ — Sullivan News, Sullivan, Mo., Ja anuary 6,° 

farm Dwelling Copper Wire is Available ~ ~ Wddesboro Messenser and Intellig Senet 
Wadesboro, N, Gey January 13, 

. Farn Use of Zlectricity Rises in-1943 ~ Chi 
REA‘s annual report, 

ss Birst in Peace — < editorial, Nashville Tonnesseean, bane 13 -- rarnesuene 
Rural Electric Co-operative . Association plans to bring capers ete to a nuch 
larger nunber of farns after the war, 

Low Cost Dleetricity Vision of Johnson, Helps F farners Produce Pood for Victory ~ 

~ Austin Herald, Austin, Tex,, January 6, - —- Extols efforts of Congresstian: Lyndon 
3. Johnson in Texas’ rural electrification prorrans, 


- Democrats Plan to Win Back Farm Vote, "Lost by Misfits'! - - UP. story in Star- 
By Tines, January 6, 


jag ; Why the RSA Co-ops Will Be ‘Self Liquidating - - Administrator Sparen in Public’ 
ne Utilitios Fortnirhtly, January 20, a 
are Senate Votes Co-ops Must File Returns + - Washington AP story in Globo—Den 10crat, 
i January. 19, = = Affirnin= action of House, Senate votes 43 to 34 to-retain in new 


tax bill provision requiring unions, farm co-ovs and other vent organizations to on 
Wines file annual financial statenents vith the Treasury, 5 
‘Party Plans to Lay Ferm Row Before Roosevelt — — D, Harold Oliver's Washine ston AP 
dispatch in-Globe-Denocrat, January 21, Sinilar story in Washington Post, gt "ae 
19, 
we Gencner itive: henerer for moet cba teen ~ ~ Portland Commercial Revtow, Portland, ‘dnd. ‘ 
_ January 15, ~- ~.Indiana 37 Jay extends 1400 ft. emergency line to Har ie place 
so that incubator ‘for newly-born twins can operate, me 
Rural Electrification ~ Pause for Thought ~ ~ + Beana Journal, organ of British 
i cetric al and Allied Manufacturers! Association, November, 1943, - + Regrets 
anadian policy of suspension of rural éléctrification durinz Wantage and foresees _ 
.  problen. of uninforn ned a eat when the tine for tackling the problen: in Britain 
» arrives, “ 
_ Franklin County Panily Wins National Aya tid -~ - St. Albans Daily Messenger, St. 
0 A Albans, Vt s, January 13, “** National REA Award to Larson Fenily Brings ET he to 
ee Steele County ~- 2 pages of photos in Steele County Photo ‘News, Owaténna, Minna 
January 20, “** Honor King Fanily for Increased Farm Froduction - - Burling ston Free — 
. ‘Press, Burlington, Vt,, January 23, *** Four Grant County Fenilies Win Yational Men 
REA War Food Award, Brant County Independent, ‘Laneaster, Wis., January 20; La Power’ 
is the Answer ~ = St, Ph Pioneer Press Rotog sravure, Ja inuary 16, St, :Paul, Minn, 
REA Fayments Up 100% =~ = iten in Washington ‘Round-up, Chicago Journal of ed 
January Years Vi) Shae at a ea 
Experts Studying Rural Bloctrification in British rt aa aes Electrical West, 
January issue, aint 
ot NRECA Would Buy 156 ,881 Anpliocneces.— « Veyget evel Foci ccimaninay 15 
Lor ly in the. Ointuent + + éditorial, Oklahoma City Oklahoman, January 16 = = Supa” : 
_ ports Oklahoma Gas and Electric ’in its efforts to raise. rates to REA: ‘co-oneratives, 
_ Scores bureaucracy, ye 
a Since the Jamar y 15th issue of the Digest, .storiés ‘arid editorials on the Senate. 
investigation of REA have appeared in the fol ow nad Nashville Banner, New York Sak 
 World-Telecran, Washington OQvening Star, Washington Times-Herald, ‘Bat inore News-Post, 
“Public Utilities Portnightly,. Blectric Light and Power, Range Kouta Winetate aa 
_ Fudlic Power, St. Louis dieing and bi aaa Fost=Dispatch, | 
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ft e 
D FOR WAR aM, H. Kircher: iin The Fase St. Paul, Minn,., January basy eee 

ers in McLeod: County,. Minn,, had electricity. for. some. time, before the war. 

farmers elsewhere, they found it convenient: at; first, and ‘then a little later, 

‘ound ‘convenience turning. to necessity, The turning point - Came when war brought 

lelp shortage: concurrent with ‘a. tremendous demand for the Fin Sele of their 

Gout along the. rural Lines: of Mc*eod County now and you'll find farmer .. 

+. ee. who will tell’ you. that the power unloaded from those‘ lines has been the 

oe ns of saving labor. -on. the. scores” of Jobs EERE have come along with stepped-up 

oe roduction, ~ 

ake the Fred Bochlke farm as an example, When: the, Atve serving that farm was ener— 

ed. in slate February of 1938 they were among the. first consumers, At the end of 

ch that year their meter “showed that they. had used 74 kilgwatt hours of electric- 

', They: jumped . their.use to 507 kwh in March the following year and in March of 

© eR 943 they used 859 kwh, Last year the farm BepekePs 2000 . turkeys, 500 pa cb a 

8 Werte ‘cattle and1500 chicks, .. | 

; farmers’ along the. REA lines in Paeoa County: are ‘making the fullest’ possible use 

electricity now, and. they are’ planning even heavier use when the- war is over and 

ry eatipnent is available, Many say that the piece, of. farn equipment they'll buy 

‘stl is a farm freezer. . tees Although wartime. use: of. current, has made: electricity 
ost 1p aaa hired hand, it will ore even. nore rep a when riore equipment is 


_—~ 


ic CANNOT ‘TAX REA- LINES (Des } uslaes Redveudr, Pevasty 9) ~ =o The lows State a 
rene Court: ruled Tué sday that rural electric co-operatives 2 thee be taxed by ; er 
state because: they are, non-profit | orga nizations, rate 


me tout ‘the aera Wine in ane co-operatives will. be sudject to taxation as | 
sal ‘estate, assessnents eso this: case” being Made by. township ‘ ‘assessors and not by a. 
ne state bax comission as is the casé with public utility. corporations, ie 
he Supreme Court's decision upheld a previous ruling ty’District Judge ‘Loy Ladd, 
“Moines, who | granted. the. “odcoppratives! aa that:the tax commission de enjoined ts 
f assessing CGT ag . 


Sons Panos HONORED poR “Syne. ELEOERICITY. INTO a Cranare! 
, Iowa, eae 2t)ie & JE le. five hundred of their cokes 


Ss UTE, wis a symbol of the esteem ro fateh re eeian Holes those of ‘you on nears 
ae who by your resourcefulness Me put a eehe she to work to produce nore 
ok for the: War effort,’ he he said, Pepe 


NNESOTA PAMILY WINS REA AWARD FOR AOR st: (the. Firden: St, Paul, ‘Nigat Feb, 5) a 
“Having harnessed. th 1e power’ line past their home to. do every ee job that | 
ae: can, do on. a Bacar ee eM Bre aSB possible production out of. Bion 


“Bawin, 20, and eee 26, are in Ns tall Meariwhile Mr. and siete a 

oa son. Stanley, 02, and a hired: hand .have been noking | their) Suit acres apt 
usta little more food than it prdduced-» fore, the war.’ .<% tS | 

“icity: an’ the. house helps Mrs. Larson, per nité fine her’ more tine. for ‘oukboor: 
vities: it, also does the milking, ‘operates. a, compressor fo grease farn hee 


ee eS "iss: Pectin’ Bee sored, the Purple Heart. Medal,: awarded her son Sdwin setae ee: was a 
~ wounded in. North Africa, ‘and said, “OF course ttls hard for us to get all the work | ae 
- -dorie that we ust do,. ‘Sut Bawin ‘and Raynond are . having a much harder Jot over there Drs 
Be eins. Germans “ghar wé are having here -on ..tie- farm," a sa Bienes: af 
PE SAYS - RA. PLANS DEPEND UPON CONGRESS (Atlanta Journal, February ait _ = Blectri- 
ation of the. 4, 000, 000 farms in the nation-which. are now without power will 
| depend largely, on the attitude of Congress after: the war, Janés P. Pope, -director 
of the: Tennessee: Valley Authority, said in Atlanta: Wednes@ay before the ‘Southesas ~ 
-séction of the American Society of Anricultural Engineers. | 
. Mr, Pope . .:. said He thought ‘ithere ig Ja good deal of Seer te as er what 
4 Congress will do, Congress may follow @ very - conservative. policy: for a iwhile,. not 72 
y with respect to expenditures for: cla -works;in general, but cw public power * 


eects as well," 7" ) Bod Sed cPM Stabe ay Ded 


_» above editorial was written,: follows: At 
schere ies ln supplying. electricity.im rural. axbhe. oe yuna’ s gunmary says, Rural 4 
: co-operatives ate only now beginning.to emerge: from their developmental stage and 4 


their ‘present | rates without. sunsidy o. Since thé program is still ‘in the- state ofa 


furnish electric power. to farners of four counties. gt" 


- financing the comoperatives,: "Dlights any property it takes ‘over, scares ‘off wie 


DEFmNSD PLANT CORPORATION te 60.-0F MEMBER: aba Ubiities “Wop tulanelg” route 3) 


_ Blectric Co-operative a and. the. Southwest power :pool for the production of aluninun a 


denies that baa ‘is not 4 tertbér JM it said, 9 


REA Press Digest, February my 1944 
5 wi 


He added, however, his belief that) even a Congress intent on eaves Government — 
expendi tures "may be impressed with the. financial difference between public works 
in general, where there is.no direct money return to the Government, and those that 
are self—liquidating. ,.- All, or practically all, of the money that RRA. is lending © 
rural co-operatives will be repaid. to the @overnnent, Ae ha ia ote 

"Sooner or later, the other 4,000,000 farmers of the nation must be given their ae 
opportunity for electricity in- their: homes and on their farms, They are‘as much fe 
entitled to it as are the people of the cee hee mete ai is a ay of the ner eee Se 
of oa Anericans," wees Bee riehe4 ‘Lavage 


MORE ‘POWER FOR THs ‘NATION. (editortar, Sete rehhcay ate - = The Twentieth — 

Century Fund, completing a. survey of the :power industry, mates a recor nendation 

that has to do with the industrial strength of the nation both for war and for peace, 

It proposes greater AbAERRORERR age of electric VES systens, publicly-owned and 

privately~owned, .. Ag 
(Editor's Note: A portion, of the Twentieth: Century Fund release, fron which the Ke 


it is not yet clear whether they. can.cover their costs. If they can, they offer. a 
cheaper _ forn of electric service than private systems can afford to “eive.. aN 
"Few statistics are available to show whether rural comoperatives can maintain 


building up its’ load, current statistics do not indicate whether revenue will ulti- 
mately cover costs, A comparison of August, 1938, with 1939 records for 650 systems 9 
financed oy the Rural Electrification Adninistration. shows, however, that net | ee scan 
revenues atapem about 80% and PPS eR hoe costs by only 21%, This surcests steady } 
progress. 


WALLACE URGES Ue 'S, FOOD, “HOUSING, SCHOOL “PROGRAM (Post-Dispateh, Fetruary 2): - = 
Vice—Presideht Henry A. Wall aes. last: night’ urged a progran based’ on ‘good food, 
good and plentiful hospitalization, good housing and better schools. to build a ‘busy | 
and happy postwar United States,: He Spoke. meres an estinated 8000 persons on a. 
teur of the Pacific Coast. statess .: s! 

"Rural electrification and the: inventions whieh: go “with: it will hasten the narch 


of phe. common fan back... to the’ a hak Marve! eRe Sey call ale is Mita yy “i 

aa ees poh wie 
OTSEGO RURAL POWER PROIDCT “rERMED TPARGEST IN yew YORK STATE (Utica ¢ OtiservercDi apenas Se 
January 30) ~ ~ Construetion of the largest rural electrification system in New ; Spas 
York State is now under way . . « it was announced ‘Saturday by John Kissél, manager ON Mia 


of the Otsego Blectric eotoneinbie ‘ine, which is undertaking » ‘the project. to” 


UTILITY HOLDING COMPANY PLANS RALORGANIZATION; REFUSES TO SELL 20 OHIO’ ‘COOPERATIVES - 
(New York Herald—Tribune,: January. 28). 0 46 6s. Speaking at the SEC hearing on ate 
Associated @lectric.Co.'s proposal +0. sell its interest in Ohio-MidlaniLight. and 
Power’ Co., Zugene. er Hensel, counsel. for.a nunbder of Ohio electrical co-operatives, 
told the commission! Ss trial. examiners that-if the: co~operatives were allowed to” 
i edamaaraiaa ‘the power rates thereafter will be the lowest ever offered 
in Ohio,! 

Associated has. refused the offer nade by the co-operatives, “according to ‘yester= ae 
day's’ testinony ‘by. Ady Tegen; president of the company , and has accepted the. offer _ 
of $1, 885,000 nade by Joseph ., Wilson of Chicago, subject to commission approval, 

Mr, Tegen asserted that the Rural ‘Electrification Adninistration, ‘which 1s 


investors, and stirs. up municipal ownership sentiment," 4 
The ‘co-operatives. involved own power lines adjacent to the Ohi ‘o-Midland properties 
and pEaaeo eS to construct. apanen: ‘lines for- service | to approxinately 4, 000 farn . 


Lis ae 


- — The Defense. Plant Corporation, which buys large blocks of power from Ark-La | 


ingots at its Jones Mill Works at Lake’ Catherine, is: clained to be a “nenber of the. 
co-operative, | it was disclosed last month, pte 


The clain. was revealed in. an, answer. filed: by’ ibe with the State utilities cone y Resa 
mission on January 8th. to.a complaint of four” ‘large. power companies ‘alleging. that ee 
the co-operative was a. "public utility" and asking. ‘that it ve drought under juris- Ney. 

diction’ of. the. commission, . — me 

The answer. filed by. ‘Ark-La! Ss lawyer, mene af pia enaui of ‘Little Reck, diiseioged: sone 


the status of DPC in one brief sentence of the 8=naze document, "The defendant ad~ 
mits that the Defense Plant Corporation was not an ARGH TORS ESS of- hehbaent nea Bi 


THE rivEsToR's. COLUMN tew York Sun, February ay. = “The pabi'tious prefrans of rural oa 
pencerificakion expansion which utility. companies. yey as the peainad f have Pa Sy Ge ae ae 


Ba id Sot ian . i iin. 
5 HY, j xB Press Digest - - Ny ee 15, 1944 


‘to carry out as eniere as oritical nAvarI Al are made available, coupled 
rat reductions and easier deposit requiroments, are expected to open a vast 
a eae pe pera farn iy Sue pa 


ter This Federal: agency was set up to encourage the webeab ¥en: of power servace 
farms: not previously regarded as Stale bl ai eto ruvaidan the, THe REA made 


nsion of electric service to farms will ve softencd ya becore the war ends.ee. 


huey 


>ANNENTS OF RBA FRINCIPAL AHEAD OF DATE (Springfield Register, Springfield, Ill., 
vruary 3) - - Repayments of principal made ahead of schedule on rural electrifica- 
oh aduinistration atone in Tilinois increased fron te 000 to more than 1, 000, 000 


' aay 

citernsea Been state ene of agriculture and chairman of the state rural oloctrifi- . 
pace cormittee. ov". shee 
~ a call ik dll ate label ia ait dahl the Aad ltl hcl clit Et Ala te Mba a Matshita! nh och: ig 


ITEMS OF INTERBST TO THE REA START 


oA picture of Guy W, aap et taken at bin convention of the se a Institute ° 


ste Pet vctton | us pen after the/war =~ AL Ve 8, ‘Lindley, 1 qioslpeettaees 
ae nnecticut Light and. Power vind | in Hartford Courant, Hart? ord, Conn, January 


5 Watton pane to Recruit Farm sae soe Ses Globe-Demecrat, January 29 - - Senate ie 
ruitment Bt spat and abroad, 


“1944 Food . Supoly Not Plentiful, Says Wickard ~ ~ Washington AP story in Fost-Dis- 
tch, January 31, - - Food is not likely to be plentiful this year for either | 

ide in the war, says Secretary of Agriculture in annual report, but the United 
Nations will probably make out better than the Axis ‘natn a particularly Germany, s 
ASinitlar story in Star-Tines, January Sl, } + we are. 


Ble Power Program «:- editorial, Sacranento Bee, ear age - - Quotes Deputy 


the war, (Similar aa ental in Fre sio Bee, January 19, dip mae she 
_ Depends on Small Towns. to Build Anerica Anew = + Janes Pe Warbassé in Comoperative 
onsuner, January 17, - — Rural electrification should bring not only power, light 
and heat but also the telephone, radio and television, 

‘Sah and File ice Rab iia’ McAlister Coleman in The yale January 29, ~ — Con- 


How Vital Needs Are Met — Wlectricity --— Willa Lee Taylor in.The Instructor, | er 
ae ed plcbaae an outline of instruction on elementary principles of rural Hy 


mh in i Kutt! "Federal Bide yits Se aaa Post, January 30, predicts 
Administration will co-ordinate the work of the widely-scat tered Bind th 
pin”. the Governnent,. | | 


oevenons 


egran for the Fostwar Era - ~ Satan hon of remarks of Rep, Harold naeeon of: pak 
PAE PRs in the 2 ad aaa Hecord, February a - WM Lay Slectric paises beet 


and lessen hardships cipeat and wake rural life more viGaactlyedt 


Paxit Doesn't Hook Up ~ ~ extension of remarks of Representative Clare B, Hoffman of 
hoodia Congressional Record, February ea. Says he has received eat to 


oN 3B. Hill To Be Promoted: . - Sele Se Times, February 3, - ~ Fresident Roosevelt 
minates:Grover Hill, assistant Secretary of Agriculture, to be Under-Secretary of 
iculture, "succeeding, hive “Appleby who Renan aye Paeaiie assistant director of the 
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Arizona’ docop ‘Buys ‘weinity -~- Piston, Bian. uae 27, - - Sulphur : Syplaee Valley 
oe. ghee Nhe extends service to: 1800 additional consumers. through the 


OS ES aaa rE nil BEA PERes Digest ~February oe 1944 bias 
t eS ier stp edl 2 i ages MARS. AER SRG OR TR nS re ; 


f Mtwaratiye’ S Bid for ‘Vireinis Public’ ‘Service Co, Seiad Seffriés ‘Tels SEC, 
«= Washington Post, February 3, -— Thomas A, Jeffries, president of Commonweal 
foe miectric Co-operative, testifies that. a New York man offered to lend Commonwealth 

aaa up he $5,000,000 cash: to purchase the common stock of Virginia Public Service - Gop 

2 ean . Testimony. came at, SEC..hearing at which. Commonwealth, is protesting sale of — 

RK. “eomaos stock of General Gas and Blectric Co, to Engincers Fublic’ Service Goce We 

Seas 3 eek eg ee 

As North Dakota Postwar Outlook. Aired. - Fargo Forum, January 28, - - North Dakota 

~~ - state. postwar planning. vdoard meets, M,. Ty Ulteig, field construction engineer for 

es _ REA, forecasts a tremendous. business. impetus. resulting fron electrification of fan 

Wigs after SRO WEL a oii 42 ae om ae alee ER Ba ee pete ES Ne cerita Oe “Et ia Se 

‘s Merson: Rural. Policy..Comnittee Urges. Bytes Land Developnent,, Zoning aes me : 

Se aastrs.cs oe Burlington Free Press,. January 25, a1. Vermont ‘purel policy and — 

postwar. plannige connittes meets. Harry Bowman, manager ‘of. Vernont. Electric Co~o: 

secede: presents ‘report, on, rural Note napa Teeonnenaing following obje 


e; naxinua appl 
electricity 


ities- oon economic, eyelets ‘and cl ire Simenveuant? and use -of elec 


sik development of rural industries to ‘provide gre eater ‘enploynent and hore cash | 
ae ad ae rural. sie Dh mage PR Bae i 


oe Word, ie buaxe 5, ye = Lubin and F, 3. ‘Scott of ‘the Bea, Standards CSvlafon, 


a of M, M, Samuels! new book "Power Noteasheal! have recently apaemeds in ee 
Fike following Qtek pens Military Engineer, February; Anerican Scientist, Jann 
very pence News SLEW ER: January "B96 in Bagi Wier Bae Ca : a 


$92, 000 on. Loan aonuas by Linn REA ~ . Cedar Rapids Gazette, Cedar Rapids, Towa, 
ear cy 1, — - Linn County Rural ‘Blectric Co-operative Association reports res 
pee “ie $92, OOO on ASB; loan., and purehase of. $13, 320 in war bonds, 


's- 


Bi ei 


Eiihons: bo iegeace in | Oklahoma Porn: Council. ~ + Daily Worker, ‘New York City, 
| ‘February 7, ~- AFL, CIO, Railroad Unions, farners ‘and. consumer organizations’ have 
_ Joined .in; establishing the statewide Oklahoma Unity Council to advance democratic ae 
action in governnent and other fields, Anong the items listed on the program is Ree’ 
extension of. rtrel. oh EC MMC m Se ome Sas Rebar ee aaee) OR Se 


ea 


Ly ae ah at Be 


> ‘Parning: Phew. and:. pie - — excer rpt Exiig snebch' delivered by. Josephu “Daniels vef 
North Carolina Farn Surenu Federation, ‘Raleich, February 23 a aene of remarks ¢ 
-Ren., Lister Hill-of. Alabama. Co erage toner Record: February 7. «= "The Rural.) 
a uae ich sca algo. has ees th 16 vlessing of electrical power to 


sa 


ince: a. atone Bl issue. of the Press Digest, stories and editorials on the < 
Senate investigation .of REA, now-in progress, have appeared | ‘in the following: New 
‘York Tines, Minneapolis ‘Tribune, Des Moines Register, Madison (Wiss) Journal, ‘Blec- 
ee World, and, the ,three St, Louis perctayy 


ia: 
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ARNER COOPERATIVE BLEOTRIC LINE aa NEW. YORK STATE IN. OPERATION NEAR JAMESTOWN 


tate Went. into ‘operation at suey Creek near Aecet sue today at 5 p.m. when 
ni » miles of line were, energized at ceremonies held at the sub-station of the Chau- 
Boat verrateus Electric: Co-operative, two miles north of Cherry Creek, 
W, Sriden of St’. Louis, co-ordinator of the Rural Electrification Administra~ 
m for New York, State, ‘conaratulated seventy~five farmers present, saying the 
asion was ‘a, historic. one for New York State,. The turning on of current marked the 
Por: a long fight by farners to. obtain their. own electric service, he said, yeas 
Twenty-five to thirty farmers, will receive current in the next few days, with ra 
ower, to be’ carried to,238 farhs over 103 miles of line within the next. few nonths,. iy 
ower is purchased fron the New York Gas and. Electric Company... aid a . 
‘The WB gave the = financed co-operative Pn special approval for ‘the construe 
tion, of the line on the basis of the contribution to wartime food production which ne 
| ‘the dairy farns in the Chautauque-Cattaraugus: area are. expected to make with the | ‘ 
a of electricity. e »« « An increased flow of. milk to the Buffalo market is expected, 
me eo: stories. ‘in New. York Herald-Tribune, qlee and Buffalo Courier—Express, 
A ae a . te eee . 
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NEW RURAL ELZOTRIC LINES IN NEW YORK STATE BEING PUSHED (Editor's Note: This is an 


he 
a 
arlier story on the New. York co-ops, from the Schenectady Union-Star, February. 8) - - 


Construction of 645 miles of rural electric lines in three counties, now being . 
pushed. by two REA~financed farmers:! co-operatives under special auth :orization of. tho wana 
ae War Production Board, will help to assure a steady flow of milk to Schenectady and st 
other Hastern.cities, John ‘Kludas,. manager of the Delaware County Electric ep 
‘erative, said today, Bicol ra iv 
f . The lines will serve 140@ ‘members . site BOS OF thea hie sheproducing dairy ‘estab= Be. 
ee ‘lishments,| The farms to be served nilk about. 36 ,000 cows and, according to Samuel: Je, fos 
Hs Lape, chairman of the Schoharie, County USDA War "Board, there. has been a "serious 
labor shortage" in the area, 
“Providing these farms with electric power. woula greatly relieve this condition g ae 
eee would prevent farners fron trying to adjust their farm business to this, labor Bes 
shortage by selling their cows," Mr, Lape stated. . ... Ary-4, 
ps Construction of the lines will mark the end. of a protracted fi; sht waged by. ‘these 
- farners to set power, Utility concerns in the area have zenerally built only short 
extensions to existing lines. However, the War Production Board authorized building ‘ 
as entire sections of. the ‘co-operative systems as a war measure, ,. Rees aN. | uf 
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5 FIVE TAMILISS ‘TO GET AWARDS AT SIKESTON (Glode~Denocrat, February. a ~ — REA War 
Pood Froduction Awards for 1943 will be presented to five fanilies. at the neeting ” 
of the Scott—New Madrid-Mississippi Co-operative Association at. Sil keston Weaneeday, 
3 E, MM.’ Zaricor, manager of the co-operative, announced today. marr ae | 
eos ‘Bach of the. fanilies will receive a plaque symbolizing the award and bearing: an 
inscription by Harry Slattery, REA Administrator, (Photo, pene pains complete. . 
petition, B/25, shows. three of the five families.) .. PRP ce es 
_ misortrrcantow Bo0r (front-page colunn "The Day In tndianat by, Maurice “Barly, r 
ae ndianapolis Star, February 21) - ~ Widespread electrification of rural Indiana in. 
es ears” just vefore the war is now payine dividends in food production, Electric 
compensating for. shortage of labor, On farms completely equipped with power. ne 
and POUL aes: Levag. found that production can be maintained. with. one. less Bee serie %; 


vo ee 

= > 

on, ee Bevis called to this wartine hoon by the Rural Tiechel rivatlen Admins aa 

ation which is to present production awards to members of rural electric co-op~ | ie 
ratives, in (Orange and. Henry counties next month, be hitabua aes SS «2 Se ea : 
‘RURAL ELECTRIFICATION (editorial, Montana Farner, February 1) - - Farners who con-, . ee 


_ template. the extension of rural electrification to their districts after the war 

would be able to picture’ thé advantages of such a development clearly if they could 

~ Meten the farms of some of the families already »venefitting from electrical service, 

re Take Guy D, George of Beaverhead county, for instance, who lives. in an area served 

mee; oe D Uy. an REA-financed. systen,. The George home enjoys every "noderh convenience that 

os ~ could be found in the most completely equivped city residence, .It is well lighted, — 
-_-—s with permanent. fixtures, including floor lamps, In. the kitchen are .an electric range, 

Beg ter heater, refrigerator and nunerous. small electrical a appliances, > 

‘Se all ae consists. pe. a eens) pachine and an ironer, Other echipnent 
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While the cost of.the electricity averages ‘about $40. a. month, “the: equipment ‘diss ae 
places the services of a hired man, It would. “be difficult to estimate the value ‘ete ry, er 
the added convenience and comfort areund the farm home, . : oS Vea 
Such electrificatien cannot come to all rural , districts’ of. ‘the state’ ‘Smitedd abel = Ts 
after the war . . { but.a ‘considerable. extension. of électrification ‘awaits only the> aS. 
availability of materials. Still. more will: come ..as: additional .electrical energy be- a 
comes available through.the. construétion. ef the. new multh-purposé ‘projects being “ 
planned by the bureau of. reclamation and: from. other. developments, oc 0:. 0 Oe Be, 


ILLINOIS FARMER WINS TWO-YEAR PIGHT FOR ELECTRIC ‘SERVICE. (Star-Times, February. 16). aye 
-- A 40-year-old Macoupin. County, Adee farmer who raises food. for’ ‘his country! Saas 
armed forces finally. has. won, his. one-man, two-year . fight. against a. sutility’ corpora- a 
tion, Bee: 
Victory for him was written. inka. the records of the Illinois Commerce Commission 
yesterday when the Union Electric. Co, of. Illinois was.ordered to. furnish | electric 
to Lester 3, Bierbaum, who. lives. on a. '160-acre-farn three. niles. northeast of Fo: 
burg, Ill. | 
~ “As oxpleined by Bierbaum, it all. started, more than.two years ago aren he sig 
-up with a group of Madison. County. farmers. to. take. electric. service from a projected ir 
Rural Electrification Administration power. ‘Tine. am 
Union Electric took over. the eroject. but. Stopped. the. ‘Line at ‘the Nedison-Macoupin 
boundary, less than half a mile, Petony ‘Bierbaua! S. hane,. ARG 
"They said thay would extend the line to ny “place te Y outa’ buy it - for $500, " ook 
said Bierbaum, "I refused, I didn't want to,go into the utility business, All fT 
wanted was electricity. They ‘dropped their “price : to. $340. butt still refused," , 
The commissien pointed out. that, when. Li, authorized . construction of the power 
line, the cempany was permitted to. serve adjacent, territory up to half a nile fron — 
the iG nee And Bierbaun's farn is less. than that distance,. Sse etal 
Bierbaun's wife and. 20-year-old sor help. hin with the 103 acres of wheat, corn, 
alfalfa and soy beans, 16 héad of cattle, four horses vand_35 OBS. 6. | 
"When I get ny electricity," ‘he “beartéd, WTt]] Sump water to my stock, get an elec- 
tric refrigerator, electric stove =—-, if I can ae, them -——- and. I know for sure 
I'll have electric lights.” Lee: eh) yeni ek eee ea 
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~ 
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EMPIRE ELECTRIC CHANGES BYLAWS TO. ‘BUY UTILITY. ers Post, February 15) - - The 
Empire Zlectric Association, Inc, a federally. sponsgred fon eo electrification co- 
operative, has become the fest! ‘REA organization. tQ conply. with a new policy of 
the Colorado public. utilities conission. requiring service to! non-members as a& 
requisite to purchase of. public’ utilities properties, ~~ 
Dae Chairman Sherman of the P.U,C, .said. the. Empire Cooperative notified hin it had 
a changed its bylaws and- ‘policies to permit™ sale. of enérgy to the public, instead 
of restricting sale to ménbers. as. héegetofore,” As. a result, Sherman said, the con 
mission has issued a supplémentary order allowing final Gransres of properties 
(*) of the Highland Utilities Company in Montezuma county to. the Empire dencct at Lot eee 


i FROM DAY TO DAY WITH. ‘POULTRY (gz, My ‘Funk ‘in Weekly Kansas. City Star, February Byte ee 
et Many poultry raisers this: spring would, dike. ta. brood. chicks with electricity - if 

Rey they could get the brooders, ‘You. may : not “be. ‘able. to- buy a. new electric brooder but 
: rural Siena rl cation" ‘specialists of the. Departrient of Agriculture say there is no g 
reason why you cannot naké’‘yolir ow - "pit it togéther yourself out of non-critical 
ae materials ,°, . costing about $7 or $8 , . , If you would like to have a copy of 
aie free, easy-to-follow plans. for making the _brooder, write the Rural Hlectrification .— 
Administration, St, Louis, Mo,” (Baitor! g Notes This article was taken from the ee: 
USDA Farm Flash (radio release) of. ane 20,1944 and resulted in over 400 Fequeeie ae 
for RBA chick brooder plans,). PEE ce : a 


__-~—«sCLAY-UNION REA FINDS POLE SUEPLY. LACKING: yee Falls Argus-Leader, Siowx Falls, 
at S. D., February 10) ~ + In the. process of conrécting . 75 new consumers in three a 
ties, the Clay~Union Electric. Ce-operative is having little trouble in obtaining 

_ copper wire but is running into considerable. difficulty in getting necessary. pete se 

_ according to T, A, Tullis, acting nanag DET gs sets wer’ 


I He said that orders for copper’ wiré havé. deen. srriving within three weeks but that 
it is unusual to receive a pole order within less than four months, 
ee eee ee ee 
‘ . . | ITEMS OF INTE SREST 20, THE REA STAFF 
Res IN BEHALF OF THE 631 EMPLOYEES of the Rural Electrification Administretion, who 
ie topped all orzanizations in this. area for. war bond purchases, Chester Lake, REA 


i - bond drive chairman, accepts thé Treasury” ‘Déper tnent pennant from Walter Head, 
ay state chairman of the War Finance Comittee. The RSA employee subscription averaged 

- $162.50 in”bond maturity value pér* capita, Pictured (in the Star-Times; February 
fed 29) are George Gilleland, Jeanne Breville, Joseph Schaenzer, Mr. Lake, Mr, Head, 
és F. M,. Trimble, Dale Etter, Julia Tomb nals, Marian rhe Bobty Spiva, Mildred - patie 
Ethel Lincoln, and Tide eth 


a ' Heads Red Cross Drive Unit! aes Stat Sine, February 23 .rt wee 
Sa framed head oe the (government uae of the Bed ea. War hei green ~ (4 
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at ong ‘column by Frank C, Waldrop, Ai isch Tines-Herald, February 


ment agencies, including REA, 


e s Bo onice Out for TVA and Progress » ~ editorial in Paducah Sun-Democrat, vir 
cak, Ky., February 8, ~ - Editorial criticizes proposed bill sponsored by Kenn ee 
Utilities Company sates "would most certainly disable all the rights that | si. 
cky cities have under existing laws to acquire electric properties," Says thet 


| ity or REA co~oneratives, "That is a wise erovievon of law because it guarantees a 
that all the benefits of low rates shall go to the consumers," 3 nee 


ablic Power Advacates Seek More Projects —- J, L, Matt in New York Herald—Trib- ‘ 
Lana February 13, - Despite the proven adequacy of the electric generating facile 
a ties of the country which have met all war production and civilian demands thrust 
a then, the public power advocates in Congress have once more introduced legis~ 
n to increase the number of Federal hydro-electric projects under the usual eG Bs 
uflag ge of flood control," .., | | ere 

: 


Bi ivil Service Commission Urges Health Plan for Tederal Workers —- New York Times, eg 
bruary Nigd ha N | ; to 


/ is Responsible for ace Blectrification ~ Free Enterprise or the Governnent?. Ae 
oi = Art ticle by J, A, Whitlow, vice-president of Oklahoma Fublic Service Company, in) ee 
dison Electric Institute Bulletin, February issue, ; 


inplified Method of Establishing Electric Kates Recommended —- - AP dispatch Lae ‘ae 

Yye-Denocrat , February 21, - — Twentieth Century Fund survey recommends open and 

k ne~otistions between utility company manazenent and re; eulatory commissions 

Ae 2 means of providing better service for consuners and better returns for in-. 
_-vestors, rather than long and drawn-out 'rate cases,! (Also New York Tines, Feb, 21) 


Bes Peters, A Pioneering Priest - + F, A, Behymers article in Post-Dispatch, — 
add 22 “oo Tells of Father Frederick Feters! sale e record as Catholic 


nee ji . 
ia iorsee aia oere ~~ Government Films Show Farners How to Repair Machinery -- 


i ee the February bis Wieus of the Bese Dizest, stories and attterials on the are 
Senate investi; Bee of REA, now in progress, have anneared in the following: a: 
Be: oa York Times, New York Herald-Tribune, Washington Evening Star (cartoon 2/18), 

Phy oi) Times—Herald, Mashineton 3 News, Baltimore Evening Sun, 
ag Sun, San: Diego Union, Hlectrical World, and the three St, Louis papers, 3 Oe a 
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pe C0-0P PURCHASING ‘UTILITY (Electrical World, Nanch 4) - = The words 
being served" in the Indiana ‘charter for rural electric menbership corporations 


if according to a ruling by 


Mea! 


2an that ‘the co-ops can not purchase existing utilities, 
dge Judson L, Stark of the Marion County Superior Court in Indiana, Efforts by 
REMCs and REA to purchase. going concerns and add their customers to the number 
heir members were held’ illegal in the case of Public Service Co, of Indiana vs, 
lic Service Commission of ‘the state, January 27, 


Petition of ths’ Southeastern Indiana REMC to purchase the business and facilities 
Southern Indiana Fower & Light Co, centering around Vevay had been: approved by 
‘commission, Public. Service Co, opposed. the petition, averring its willingness Ns: 
ourchase: the system and | serve it direct, It a already supplicd power wholesale. to os 
16 smaller coftpany, as well as the REMC, The arsument of the company. pointed out. 
hat it’ would use its own furds for the. den al, RAPS) the. need for another loan 
the, ee Areesuny, iS. | 
In overruling the denurrer entered. by Bue Commission and the REMC after the Con 
ches approved the. petition, Judze Stark said: < pe ae a | 
: sif the’ legislature’ lnd Heart by the words "being ee only that: it ™ 
Pesta not enter into, competition, it could surely have said so in some manner, It 
‘not’ & question of’ convenience and necessity and not A question as to whether: 
he purchase and sale would’ be in the puolic interest,' 


Py 


* 


Bt POWER EXPANSION TO ASSIST POSTWAR. BRA, REA MAN SAYS (Portland Journal, Portland, Ore, 
 Februsry BB." - - (By Francis Blakely) ‘on an, ny program of large-scale consbruck ine 

_ and manufacture of materials to. suvply new. markets in the Northwest will provide A 
table private er tployment for thousands of returning soldiers when the war has. ‘ek SNe 

‘won, ‘in’ the opinion df Willian J, Neal, deputy administrator of the Rural Elec~ 

ication Aanin histration who spoke Tuesday ‘to REA co-onerators, the Bon nneville 4 

nistration and ‘public utility districts, , one Neal, one-tine master of the New i) 

hire State Grange, was ‘declared to be one of ia young sest grange nasters ever 

ave: served by Ray Gill, past master.‘ ‘of the Oregon. State Granee. fetches > teh ts ! 
developing the widest possible use of nower, the rates at which it 4s Ae ba ee 

able are a basic and essential factor, the, speaker pointed out, Though less- *: | "i 

eable to people of the Northwest. who. enjoy tho. low-cost- Box anevil ie power, fron 

ional standpoint the downward trend tn the average wholesale rate of power pur-— 

sed wy, RUA-finariced systens is especially obvious, he continued, a ACL 

| 1 MERRY Go ROUND ‘(Dre W Pearson its ‘syndicated au tucin: SturP twee: Havel 10) . -* 

‘The ike vl Electrification. Aéninistration actually is alarned over the fact bea 


in menbver Pepoparatives are paying their dedts too fast, Bag? ee 


ane over: the country, farners ‘are ‘usitia ah “eleatricity for Pie brooders, pumps, 


feed grinders, and SO On,. They can't get human labor but they can hire an 
Rae chore boy, Result, is a sharp increase. in. consumption of rural ienarsint : 
wise an incréase in’ the revenue. of REA. coroneratives,. 
Therefore, REA is ‘salting. awa Ly cash. at a great rate,. The various co-operatives 
we invésted $5, 000,000 in war ‘bonds, $6, 000,000 in local banks, and are $15, 000, i 
© ahead: in “repayments COREA ey . wey oe ! Ages 
gon: this worries Washington’ and REA Hecanuanverd in ‘St. “Louis is that the | 
, profits may encourage state tax authorities to add new tax burdens to REA | 
atives, Instead, Federal officials feel ute money . iene as Syston BS. & DOSbas koi 
re credit... ad : “ ; FAH OR re ue 
he war, kilowatt conswiption will fall oft aa revenues. ‘will deel waa 
ae ee enses wi will shoot up. ‘because. ‘of construction and mainte: e 

| isi Bia wartine, Meanwhile, - “An agency once eriticized. as probably. 
Tae in ‘wealth, PHO R CS BUNA A eli int su ma Th oe LoD ea ata 
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WARD FOR: take. patty FIRST IN KENTUCKY (levine ton . Herald, Pobronty 28) an || : 
Lcky! 5 first REA Food. Peaneella nt aire for 1943.will -ve presented-to the Charles e 
fanily, +urkey~stocketobaces’’ ‘farnérs of near Wir nchester, at the annual on 
sship meeting of the Clark Rural. Blectric Co-operative. March.7, a Pa a ee! ‘oe 
ang Mrs, Serrynan used electric. 1 brooders, brooder house ‘ligt nbs, "pinning water, | 
ctric: ‘incubator, an electrified farn shop, and. household. Labor ‘saving applin if, 
in 1943 to hel. then double their nar'setable output. .of cattle ‘and. lands, more o 
1 double their production of. turkey p Boul bey padineresee by. F 50% - he turkey TS Balen? yee 
Parke». oud “4 


TD at Cary Rt peed 


A 
¢ 
» a 
: 5 Set We 


( Sr 
AWARD FOR AMANA socrsry, (Des Moines, Register, Wonton: 20) ie The Amana ‘Sonate ia 
“receive: the Rural: ‘Electrification Administration Food Production Award. on. Fri- f 
ine “the: first presentation of its "kind to an entire community, 
4sed on outstanding use of, electricity in. agriculture, the award will be made in ten 
ceremonies on the seventh anniversary ‘of the’ coming’ of high-line electric My 
ay 40 the homes, farn installations and industries of the seven Anana villages, 


ENOUGH SUSCTRICTIY. TO PLOW 100 ACRES qs USED ON FARMS (Bloonington Pantagraph, 


oe for RBA in the future, instead of. the wy 000, 000 appropriations that have © 


* W. 2. Herring, ‘chief of the Covoperatives! Operations Division of "RRA, discussing « 


REA Press Digest - March 15, 1944: - _P, 2 


AMANA PRESIDENT MAKES FINAL PAYMENT TO REA (photograph and. Pee e Cedar Rapids = ‘a 
Gazette, -February 27) = +.0n the seventh anniversary of the energization of ther 2 car 
Anana Blectric lines; Louis C6. Selzer, president of the Anana Society, hands to > Bias 
Joseph H, McCombs of St. Louis, REA operations engineer, a check for payment of ee 
the balance of a $37,000 loan REA made in 1937 to bring electricity to the Amanas, = = 
Charles G, Hichaker, manager of the Amana Blectric Co-operative, looks on, wae qe 
though ‘the cononerative could have repaid the full balance, $150 of the loan was” 
kept on the books to give the co-op the benefit of engineering, ee eo ane ad~ 
visory services through affiliation with the national REA, BalePs gaid,* * 


Sloomington, Pipe: ‘February. 24) ~ + If the. electric current used in a year by the 
average farmer were converted to tractor horse power, it would be sufficient to 
plow 100 acres of land, according to peer H, Hafer, manager of the Corh 3elt Electr 
Co-operative, reporting. at the.Co~op's annual meeting this week, , . - eee 
von a Stoncyan, NRECA vice-president, o-s'» predicted that: pone. will be elec 
a1: o6 she future . .s and-cle .gsed the-farner gh. right. 

elect ¢ service as one of the human rights. that would have been. onecuraeam 
wahan Lincoln , ;'.,He favored asking Congress for $75,000,000 annual appropri- — 


‘been nade | in the past. 


BIECTRICITY 7 108; pelele) FARNS “thas. Motrie. Rogister, Fouruary 37). -~ = ecteteiee 
is Seowistne ” li; cht “and heat and easing the. burden of nousEWaEe ane OnST AE LOUS TS 
tasks on more than 108,000 Iowa farms. Bah : Z 
It has deen t he neans of accomplishing jobs once oeraueed by sons or hired men 
who have zone ‘to the armed services or to.war plants; has ¢ aeaes ‘labor tasks to per- 
nt new Beyoectton enterprises, Rah oer : acne : sey 


- 


REA SPHOTALIST 70 SHOW HOMBSMADE EQUIPMENT iietaae Boat crotinat Jamestown, a 
February 3) ++. ,. . Because of the war few farmers have electrical. appliances and isa 
there are few doh devices on the ma arket, To relieve this situation, the’ Chautauqua 
Cattarraugus Blectric Co-onerative has obtained the services of an REA specialist, > Jae 
Daniel ¥, Teare, to demonstrate simple home+made equipment. and. electrical applre = 
ances to enable farmers to nake as nuch use of electricity as possible in their.  ~ 
food production eff ote. sie 28 addition, wiring of fa m buildings and modern.” 3 
efficient. farn stead Lighting will. be discu ussed at the five. scheduled* pier * cee 


SAYS "CHEAP SOWERM SOUTH'S BIGGEST ASSET (Chat ee Tines, Pebuuayy 23) ' ~ othe 

South's "sreatest asset,is cheap power", and before this area of the country today. 
jies its greatest opportunity, a ae Crug, vice-chairman: of WPB, Restarsd vestertaye = 
in an address to the conference of distributors of TVA power... ° mo 


postwar requirenents, said that. ‘present. indications from reports and surveys show: 
that "sonething like 500,000 miles of self+liquidating lines can.easily be cons 
structed after the war," But how soon these rural lines can ve Guilt depends upon 
the amount of Roney Congress erants for that purpose and the rapidity with which” oe 
the work nay -be carried on, ences Wain ar oy a4 a: 7 Rei 
Herring encouraged the managers of the co-operatives to start a promotional 
campaign anong their subscribers as.soon as electrica al appliances are. ava atelier 
to the uarkets ag gain, Pa ee a ae Meee PEAS lias io 


IRRIGATION RELIEF OFFERED BY ey. + (Journal of Connerce, Mew York, Pe 24) iy ie 
Acting to assure increased food production in areas dependent upon irrigation - 
systems, the Office of War Utilities today provided for extensions of electric 
power to water pumps that serve to irrigate at leasp five acres of land each. 
Under. the terms of Order U-l-I, as amended, . ..,. an applicant must secure fron . 
his county agricultural “conservation connittes. na certificate to the effect. that , 
Pepe e CLIP vile 4d. and that in the opinion of the committee the connection re- ech 
auested will result in’ a substantial. increase in food. proaiets Ors ima rae th t } 


IN SUSPENSION fe ae Farning, February’ issue) _:. The true state of the ola 
farm program now is that it is in suspension, | So many - ‘stories: go avout on the, 
Wjunking" of the farm program that an exanina tion. of what is left seens. jastitted. 
And that examination shows the only azency which h 1as Deen. 2 abolished is*the’ erapa; 
insurance agency, The Rural Blectrification Adninistration, the FSA, the AAA, the a 
Farm Credit Administration, and the rest of the great host of farm agencies sti ie i 
are in existence, They are operating with . ‘curtailed funds , & 6 and ‘to get any OR a 
then soing full. speed again takes only a simple a yoropriation bill. Thirty-one | 
agencies or bureaus are still listed as part of the Department ‘of Agriculture, 
ready to take un ) where they left off, Rats oa 
FUIURE OF PARMING (USDA, February 19) - - Dr, Irving.Langauir, Associate tiremvon: 
of the General Electric. Laboratories, .1 brought , up an intetésting: point avout farmi 
in his address before the third session of the Twelfth - Herald. bah A Asai: Forum ain To 


an uy can conceive of an orchard operated entirely without workers in 
Bees sy. which fruit~bearing trees can be cared for and cultivated and the 
eee erult picked by machines operated and controlled by electrénic 

. ore. a 


D Pat Setanta BY LABOR DEPARTMENT TO HELP Aaromeneage POSTWAR EMPLOYMENT 


in = force « e e Renewal of the techniques aoe stabilized nr oarene which were parte . “fg 
ly developed: durtie the depression, such as . ,. . extension of rural electrification ae 
ite vai is also ke: aad ae ; 


oe HO RO OR OR RR OO OR RO km : 
“ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THE REA STAFF | Be 

Be on Chicks - = Woeuaee February 28, - — Dr, Harvey C. Rentschler of the a 
tinghouse Research Labor atory, uses ultra-violet laagps to disinfect the air in e 
ultry hatcheries, thus reducing chick deaths 68 per cont, Vitamin D producing 4 

e lengths, produced at the same time by the lamps, have stepped up the growing Ey 

: ae young Virds from eight weeks. to five, saving “the price of S} pounds feed, wi 
Wise me 
% RECA Convention Set For “Chicago March 20 - ~ Lewiston Tribune, Lewiston, Idaho, a 
ruary 15, ES 
ower Authority Row Ends — ~ Neither Arkansas Public Utilitios Commission Nor FPC bee 

or Loses in Frotracted Contest, - ~ - Dick Allen in Memphis Commercial Appeal, a 
ry 20. 
ara Credit Head Out; Wickard Hit, - ~ Star-Tines, March 2, eo 


i _ Murray D. Lincoln, Ohio farm bigwig, has been asked to reconsider an Administra. © 
_ tion offer to become Assistant Agricukture Secretary, He has turned down the job | 
a5 ree tines, (Jerry Kluttz, Washington Fest, March 2) 5 Lise 


; Rural Electric Parley Is Called. ~ Fresno Bee, February 22, ~- - California Com 
a tee on the Relationship of Blectricity to Acriculture to hold one of a series 
ay electrical conferences, Pacific Gas and Slectric Company executives te 
speakers from U, of California division of agricultural engineering, 


ince “the I February 29 issue of the Eress Dizest, nearly 100 naners and magazines 
° - Seaaiega news eae ot iter and. colwins on the Senate sub-committee 
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ee SEEN IN BLECTRIFICATION eee AP story in New York Times, March 22) 
ostwar expansion of rural electrification can provide 2,227,000,000 man-hours 
work and market $3,500,000,000 in goods and services “Willian J, ‘Neal; deputy . 
inistrator of the Bivel Wisciriticaticn Administration, said here teday, i; 
‘There are as yet unserved by electricity, according to recent figures, .7,151,188 
farn and rural homes," Mr. Neal told the annual aieatans ef the National Rural Elec~ 
tric. Co~operative Association, 

ms In addition to the 2,500,000 fay th heeled now receiving central station 
ervice, available Gata. indicate thet there are more than 5 ,000, 000. farms ‘and rural 
“non-farm residences and other REPEDE SS omenv a nearly all Located within the. De eea me 
tial reach of REA-financed - systems," , rah 
- Mr. Neal estimated that, to ‘yeach::5, 000, 000 new Meitosas iee ‘electric lines and i, 
services would cost $1 ,600, 000, 000 and that the. value. of wiring and plumbing and BR 
electrical farm productien equipment and other. Appt tences that. ch consumers would as 
buy would amount to. $1,924,000,000. ; \ 
eG! He. said. postwar | construction of. additional lines would: ‘achieve a two-fold purdogels 
it would provide the basis for a more profitable agriculture. and richer rural living 
| and there. would be an, RERe REL tY. for BORER SEwLe ah fitath employment of Rha et 
soldiers. . J 


SL A “Stoneman of Piaiteari ite. Wie was elected oresident of the association to 
_ succeed Steve C, Tate of Tate, Ga. 


ee 2© @ e@ 


“HOUSE DEFEATS AMENDMENTS TO CURTAIL REA OPERATIONS (Washington AP ye, in -Post- 
Dispatch, March Oi) on veg PO House, defeating amendments to, curtail the operations of 
the Rural Electrification Administration, and to lift the bar against political — 
activity by Agriculture Department empleyees, p passed vesterday a $567, 999, walecle bill 
sce finance the Department in the fiscal. year: beginning July 1, 


A 
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~k BUILDING BOOM ON THE. FARNS (editorial, Watertown, N, Y,, Times, March 17) -- = eS 
The biggest farm building: boem in, history ips follow the war, 4n the opinion. of sn 
’ construction. engineers and farm exnerts. . + There willbe a: remapkahie extension 

erin rural electrification,. It. will be a rare ee that does not have modern plumbing, 


on The boom will start the minute the G hietie eceay tii wate lifted, on ened aaah: Bret: mater-— 
jials, ee | | 


pe: 


ASK RURAL ELECTRIFICATION MAJOR POST-WAR PROJECT (Capitel Times, dadeese Wis., 

_ March 29) - ~ Appeals to make rural eloectrification.a. major. arbjent aftot the war, 
. high praise for the Oapital. Times*and its editor, anda warning against. monopoly 
“highlighted the evening session of sae Wisponsis Electric Sonoperative: Cis a. 


uy meeting Tuesday Aten bs. ay , Pee.” 
ee Wi tiian’ J, Neal, deere adbintariavon of the bared Bienen? ieati oh Adnintetration: ee 
declared Tucsday night. that 5,000,000 farms are: close*to existing electric lines ge 
_ and that directly and indimectly an REA program.to reach them. would provide a market Oe 
for ‘goods and services. ef about 34 billion dollars, Aenen ed eel governnent assist- a 
ance, On. a completely self-liquidating basis, . et hens Bs 
"The greatest weayon in the-hands of the American: ‘geople seataet monopoly," said (oe ae 
William T, Evjue, editor of The Times, "is first, public ownership, and second, the 
—operative movement, ,. " pres 

her speakers included Ey z, Stoneman, president of the National Rural Blectric opie 


erative cranial and Allyn A, Walters, ‘head of REA's information Diy isd oth 
ROURIOY (excerpt fre whe Feva"COTunNy FSFURHS MARREIAS HAPER 


ny years. enthusiasts have insisted that Sub oe nation-wide elochricivarian 
. chan ge U, Kan gerioulture as radically as the tractor has changed it, Back in : 
35 when only 10.9% of all farms had clectric service, that notion was popularly ey 
( isvelieved. By 1940 when 30.4% of all farms had been electrified, resulting in 

_ stepped up production, more cash in the owners! pockets, and a sAtantie higher stan— 
dard of living, the faa did not seem so vaporous, The latest ae: is even more “ a 


_ promising; the Rural Eloctrification Administration shows 40.3%, of all farms eleetri- cog 
i fied as-of June, 1943, desnite war difficulties, ..., Rares 
Wheat rural elestrtel cation can mean to eccnomic health is demonstrated by the ex- Z 4 
"perience of Gilmer, Texas. , . . In 1930 about five-sixths of the 4,004 Ferme in ie 
the county had cash incomes below $500 (national average was $1434), Only 15% of eng 
e the Upshur farms depended on anything but cotton for an income, and the farmers 1% 
ee. were under the constant threat of bankruptcy if their single ‘major crop. failed, Sy 
_ There were a scant sixteen dairy farms, four poultry farms, Only twenty-eight farms i 
had central station service and twelve “hed. farnerun plants, « » » pp 
The local people, facing a future of the Joads, got together to try to lift then — BS 
_ sGlves by their bootstraps, First they instituted diversified farming and turned me: 
aa away forever fro: "cotton up to the cabin door," Next they started a rural electri- 
. fication Project. eee 
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~~ capabilities of the average farner with saw and paabe Popes Ets da Meg oe me 


>, te 


ee to farmers. to. enable then to build electric lines to their hones, the” 


“have nat been dismal failures. The: governnuent. has:not lost money. Actually, 1 


sound in nee and financial-practice,.. *° 


him so much. for. sO. little, ’ oe 


REA , ProsswDigest = faces 31, “1944 anes ho Rey 
2 zy BS Poses), « ar: 
The results were Hef tia today ae ha's’a coninan tes: ee eeuhen! whese: a 
in 38 days 212 families, put up ‘14,261: containers of fruits and vegetables. worth 
$2500 cash and 146, 710 ration points,’ The center is in year-round use, , » Lhe Cor 
operative has ‘its own building which. is also ‘the. community center. s+ + » 
So far the fears that the community “might be taking. on more debt. than it could 
handle have proved empty. The co-op has paid all its bills, paid all principal cade 
interest due on its loans; and whén its new headquarters building was dedicated ia: 
dugust, it paid RBA an advance of $30,000. . The 1943. production figures. show. SK 
that the estimated cash income per farn was Gawwean : -$850 and.. S1L0Q0 Sipe pee me 
This case history is duplicated in’ ‘hundreds of ‘communities. where. elocizificatio nm 
has arrived; it does not embody all that is proniséed for the postwar, world, Des 


THE REA PROVES ITS ‘SCUNDNESS: foditorial, ‘Paducah, ‘Ky, Sun Democrat, March. 5): a 
When it was firsts proposed. several years ago ‘ghat: the. Federal government. nake. Yes By 


srded_as unwise and financially unsound. | 
er ea turned the other way, The’ So i 2 peed neretembiae or 


obtained from the Rural Blectrification Administra ablon are Peene. repaid at an. ame 
TatC. « «6 « ci 

The co~ops have repaid, $61, 000, 000 in snared ane iptayene to PBA although Sak: me 
$46, 000,000 has fallen due, In addition, they have invested $5, 000, 000 in War Bonds Bika. 
and nae, 000, ‘000 in local ‘bank investnents, get 

This splendid financial record has been made. despite the fact that the war Trew 
stricted. extensions of REA: ‘lines, ‘When these restrictions are removed thero will. 
be a great expansion of this service to: rural eet Waa new proof. that REA Lee 


Ba : 


> fone 
ELECT RICITY eee THE NEW HIRED HAND (Administra .tor Slattery jn READ Magazine, ‘Verene oe 
issue) ie cal ce , Farmer Brown anticipates a a day's work with nore relish than he are 
did two years 260. He’ can vividly’ renenvoer the days. before electric power cane ‘bor ode 
the farn, Today, the farmer still works long hotrs to put tempting food on your ah 
table, but. now that electricity haS been put into, overalls, the job-is much easier, ~ 

insider your daily bottle of milk, Behind each. quart: is the efficiency of. ‘eee ne 
electric milking machine, a device that enables Farmer Brown and hundreds of © 
thousands ‘like him to milk nore ‘cows in-less tine, Behind it also is an olectric 
cooler that keeps the bacteria: count low and ‘assures freshness, .« « 

The percentage of electrified ‘farms has ‘increased substantially during the last. 
eight vears,, In, Decenber, “1934, “only about 10% of. all fans had electric power, 43 
Today, nore than 40% have ‘been ceoumeated tothe Nation's extending | power lines, 
REA's financial assistance has helped electrify nearly a4 million farus, ee 

As an instance of. what” eléctric’ power can ‘do, “one kilowatt-hour, costing the 
farmer about. five cents, will’ do any of-the ‘following. jobst:run a,milk cooler. for 
twelve hours, milk from three to four dozen cows, or saw half a cord of wood,- 

The strength of electricity, ig’ linitless and .the. farmer, hardened. by years. of | 
naking both énds neet, is. practical enetee to: OW. th iat no. bah ets servant will, sive 


aid of ‘dene Pikene aes the. parts tine help of a eae ana farner ee like a. pretuae 
biz undertaking, but the ‘Troy Skeltons ‘of Decatur, Tennessee, are equal to the! tai 
now that they receive. electricity fron - the Wolahtoar. Bléctric Sovanetet sea 
have put electricity into overalls on this farm ,. . Ys 
They ship milk from 26 cows “40 the ‘Chattanodza - eateee fate. hats aeae application . 
for .an electric. nilker and also look Beers to aaa ees a refrigerator as one ore 
abe first postwar purchases, Ser aig a x as 
Much ‘of the grain for the’ Skelton Livestock: ug erown phone. on ‘their. ‘Tin 
This is’ but one of almost 700,000 Southern farns where electricity is. Mees: Ahad 


to hasten the day of Ler eon ys, | foncrode oe a ae 


BLECTRIC PIG SROODERS INCREASE. YIELDS ities. Mente in The. hericaltucs Sitvations 
BAB nonthly,.Febryary) - =. soy. 9 rhe electric pig brooder is an alnost silly simpl 
thing. The wonder is that A tate eh ag BE thousht' of: it- before. -. or, at. least. eve: 
since there were’ electric lights, A few pieces of scrap lumber, an. electric. Light | | 
bulb, and some sort of reflector put together in the corner: of the ‘hog-house| OTs arc 
farrowing pon --= that is all there is to the clectric. pis brooder, aves aay aes 


~ é 


REA and the Bureau of Anizal . Industry did -sane ‘testing: gone time ago and , .. 
appeared to asree that. by the use of the. brooder ‘the saved pig crop could be. ine oe: 
creased somewhere in the neighborhood of 10%, The Purdue Ag ericultural Experinent — 
Station figures the percentage at 17,4 after extensive peseanaih These latter 
figures aay or may not be applicable to the country as a whole » =» 

A very “etter” story of saving labor, feed, and equipment could be tora of 


electric chick brooder, , , , not ouite so easily nade but still Magra 
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Cee 2%, jo a si Bens sdbak aod wide: Satis 


re a. “REA Press Digest - March 31, 1944 
M as ira! i 2 


THREE REA CO-OPS BID FOR PLANT (Columbus, Ohio, Citizen, March 12) - ~ South Central 
ral Electric Co-operative, Inc... with two other Ohio co-ops, entered a bid of 
010, 000 for the Canal Winchester Ohio~Midland Power and Light 0Co., proposed sale 
of which to Joseph 3, Wik&on of Chicago was cancelled by an SEC ruling. Wilson's 
bid was $1,855,000, 
Following complaints of intravenors, including the South Central Co-operative, 
the SEC recommended that Associated Electric Co,, owner of Ohio-~Midland, state in 
their advertisement for bids that the Ohio-Hidland securities are not offored for 
the purpose of distribution and that no bid will be accepted unless it includes 
_sabisfactory assurance that the securities will not be resold to the public, 
South Central. recently received an REA ¢ allotment of ia 237,000, according to 
Misicer Darwin Kindler, Ae he Coa ed boy 
-ONE-2 HIRD OF WYOMING FARMS sr0W BLSOTRIFIED Aaggion Meipuns Herald” March 12) -'» 
_Labor~saving: electrical power is helping to ease the burden of war-time food pro- 
i duction on Wyoming farms and ‘ranches and the program is scheduled for new expansion, 
ty During the last fiscal year, 220 previously unelectrified farms were connected 
©. with rural ‘power lines in the state, according to the records of .the RRA, At the: os 
end of the year ‘the number at farms, receiving ReEy ACO was estimated. at 5100 or aie 
of the states total. : . 
(Most of. the. principal | bepientad districts ‘of the state are now EES by nower 
facilities. . Relatively few fa rmers fail to take advantage of the service and 


- ation of water pumps, feed grinders, Ccureqiene le ‘elova HOT By meine. hachines, and many 
Sayer: machines. and eppliances, . aM Maisanieed Oh M in Wee ge aa Rey 


ey 5 


for the plant and equipment of the frozen. ‘food locker plant to be erected here, by” 
RS aaa Taylor Refrigeration Co-operative, Inc,, with a nenbership of 320, was signed 

Ht oe Tuesday at a meeting of she board of directors, .\. | Ee 

Re ae Work is to start. within five days after approval by REA , ste ead completion is 

| vronised. within 90 days from the day work: starts, Se cel 

| SHORTAGE OF van UPS. USE OF ‘SrBOTRIGITY. ‘Gindeta, Nebr:,- perce: March 16) = ihe 
wartime manpower situation has given farm families on the lines of the “RDEA-financed 
Stanton county rural public power district a greater appreciation of the value | 
ORE i electric power AS an aid in food production, according to-a survey just completed 
by the district. bh ee DPE iad aura cat arte Sedat 


Fe REA ALLOTS $30,000. FOR LOANS TO CO-OPERATIVE (Globe~Denocrat, March 22) - - Allot- 

. -ment- of $30, 000 of RBA funds as loans to Missouri and. Illinois co-operatives to be 

' used only in accordance with War’ Prodyction Board: euthorizations, was announced — 

» > where yesterday by REA Administrator Harry Slattery. 

ee ‘The West-Central Blectric’ Co-operative of Higginsville, Mo... - was allotted $20, 000 

for extendins electric service to 60 -new-farm consumers who have qualified on’ the : 

basis. of poultry, livestock and dairy production, The Tllinois Blectric Co-operative 

of Carthaze, I11,.,.was allotted $10,000 for construction of a. branch locker plant 
at Colusa, i “by theH-ncock Peouen Foods: Co-operative. sseatge ‘ 

a ie . 
ZLZCTRIFI CATION ‘OF ALL FARMS SEEN AFTER WAR (Madison, Wis,, Times, March 15) =~ = 

oe y ehaegaaaae of all, Wisconsin farms efter the. war would mean a $70, 900, 009. 3 


chter working deve, Joseph P, Sehaaheet) St, teddies gana hake Thos ean at the» 
ural electrification short course in partouttunal- hall... <. 
“Schaenzer, rural electrification éxpert from the: U; 8. “Department of.. Agriculture, 
old. those. enrolled for the course his estimate was based on the needs of approxi~ 
mately 100,000 rural establishments inthe ustate. as: ‘compared with costs, of 106, 000 
Becewel forns which now have electrical service. 

He said that other’ developnents which: farmers could expect in.the postwar panies 
were freezers, dial telephones, a,kitchen model electrically-operated flour and 
cereal mill, a. pil pasteurtzer for: wae sl] mite de paler and a portable air con- 
@itioner, .. : 

§chaenzer: warned that vefore postwar eieeeridet imainnent is ready for farn and 
* yural patrons: Ne neutral testing and rani ng Ag pency, for farn equipment must be 
established," ~ | 

He declared that "the Senex} must nob be stung on new ‘equip: rent which will be 


urgently peeced A BREEE the war," §, . Hersh 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THE REA STAFF 


- ‘Blectric Co-ops Hear REA Plans ~~ Pioneer Press, St, Poul, Minn,, March 7, - = 
petty Neal addresses annual meeting of Minnesota Foderated Dlectric Co-operative ° 
(over) 


much work. fornerly . done “by hand is now performed by power units, including the oper— of 


MERE LOCKER PLANT CONTRACTED (Abitene, ‘Mex. Reporter News, March AGY Ses ‘Contract Ha 
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Items of Interest (continued) | | = 


Power. Line Extension Gets Approval Bron Government — = - Salem, ae Journal, Marc h 3. 


The Small Farmer Seeks A Place in the Sun ~ ~ New York Times Nyame othe) Mar ch’ 12, 4 


Picture of M, M. Samuels and Rea Hoos at “Winter ‘Technical: Meeting of Asortoan Too 
Wet: 


stitute. of Blectrical Engineers =~ Electric. Light. and. Power,. ara 7 


‘Three Illinois Farm Families To. Receive REA Plaque Awards ~ - page of photeeiayy 
Illinois State Journal, Springfield, March 7, Soe to2 Pek os 


panes Award - -— . Dairy Digest, Borden Funaenksen March issue, 


RBA Awards Are. Presented at Carlinville wal ine . Springfield, pair 


500 00,000 . Avatiable, for REA Program pil Great. Falls, Mont,, Tribune 
ohtant has $2, 500, 000 currently. available under REA allotments, 


$1" 1000, 000 Rural Power Lines Slated - ~ Atlanta Journal, March io ie Georgia 
ee 00, prepares plans, for expenditure of aa, 000, 000 for 800 niles oe. rural electri 
lines” to serve 3400 farm homes, ; Fee PRESS he 


ee Postwar Use of, Power Is Thome of. “AeState Meet. eed Pee gs BeA Globe, March 19, pe Pe: 
aes Developnent and use of power from Grand River Darn ard Norfork Dam now and of ter then 
ss war to be discussed at March 31 meeting of industrial and ‘agricultural leaders in — 
«Springfield, Speakers. to include REA. Deputy Administrator W.. "ae Neal, Southwestern — 
' Power DEEN TELE EG OT Dotiglas G. Wright, and SPA’ Industrial Manager Willian R -Kavar 


be 


ts FDR Aid ocks imei Necded to Win ‘Security -- “Chicago: Tribune, Mar ch Ol 


Eugene Casoy. spoaks at ‘NRECA convention. in Chicaga, President | sends: congratulate 


message, oh < oh Sher y #3 Ss genes ee ~  e 


ne 


. ~ Electricity ca 
Waldo Grimes of Kans 


Jobs For 250, 000 a Kansas Problen - = Topeka Journal, March 18, 
‘be provided for 100, 000 Kansas farns not. now. served, says Dry. 

State Colles "Oe Jha ee tan . iF tae ; Ce a Aoi A Ra fps 
A ‘Strong > Program - = saitorial, ‘Ooluribia, $2 “Oe. ‘State, March 20; - ~ Expanded rura: 
> electrification and cold storage facilities is one of platforn planks adopted at 
Bethe of) South. Carolina Bureau of Farn Federation, ate Re ah 


7 4Hlers ‘Put ‘Blectricity to Work rae Clovis; N. May. News. Journ, March 16. 


Fu Parc, Padory Prodiiction for Postwar Ppoaperi by. Wicked ‘Plan © = i. 
Times, March 19, - = Full. production on the farn. and.in the factory for a postwa: 
national vrosperity was advocated by Secretary of Agriculture, Wickard at conferen 
attended by 400 representatives. of organized. labor, .farmers and co-operatives, el 
Wickard declared that the sugcess of the. Rural Electrification. Adainistration in. 
assisting co-operatives to ‘ering electricity to 1,000,000 Anerican farmers eee 
‘reason. the governnent . ought . £0. sponsor, other ‘eonoperatives, Nah aetit “fe at 


. Fern Parley Meps 15-Point War Program - - Star-Times, March 27, - - Two points , ~ 
1 adopted by Farners! War. and Peace Conference in St, Loyis vesterday are: ,"8, A tr 
co-operative novenent can and should be the answer to Fascisn, ‘Present laws unde 
ae which | these. nonwprofit. organizations are. chartered “and ‘operate should be + saintai 
‘ ‘yim « 12, Adequate. public rural housing progran, rural. education, power ng. 


LTD tale | 


telephone systems, shin 
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‘Since the Var ch. Neh issue of the Press ‘Digest, 37 newspapers have carried stori 
rentals and columns on the. Senate sub=cor nittee investigation of REAL F< 


iain. 
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hi 
s | FOR NEW ELECTRIC FITTINGS. (New York Herald-Tribune,. Avril ie ~ — The War Produc- 

fon Board today ordered further curtailment in the ‘natal lation of new electric 
connections, both in city and rural areas, The action was necessitated by a shortage 
f "distribution transformers", which are produced, by manufacturers now’ working at 
op speed to meet Army. and Navy demands for radio and radar equipment. ... 

Rural extensions were restricted by setting a higher standard of productivity for 

oe seeking electric. aervice,. a 


a 


W INDUSTRIES TO BALANCE LIFE IN SMALL roms eye cbs on ua: domelete edition, 
eth 1) ~ - Survey of towns in Southern Missouri and Northern Arkansas indicate & 
mising field. for factory decentralization, according. to William R, Kavanaugh, 
lustrial manager of the Southwestern Power Administration; speaking Friday at an 
aie lustrial conference in Soringfield, Mo., held under the auspices of the local 
j Chamber of Commerce. , . . Other speakers included Deputy Administrator William J. 
eal of the REA, and SPA Administrator Douglas. G@, Wright. ... 

"People engaced in business in towns and cities must never lose sight of the fact 
it their success is closely related to the success or pee of success enjoyed by 
he farmers in surrounding territory," Neal’ said, ; Fil 
Therefore, as the progress of rural electrification enhances the farmer's ability 

© produce his goods profitably and enjoy a satisfying standard of living, the busi- | 
S opportunities of the man in town expand,.It is equally true that, as Wowteoar aes: 
ower makes possible successful industrial development in towns and cities, the ; i 
faygmer is provided with a better local market.for some of his products and. the added 
security of an opportunity for jobs for members of his family in industry, should 
it become necessary to seek off—the—-farm employment. . .. 

- “Blectric power brings to most rural areas for the first time the chance to set 

ip basic processing plants for farm products right near the source of production, + 
It also permits the re-establishment on a modern, efficient basis of rural indus- 
tries which generations ‘ago had gravitated. to large urban industrial centers distant 
) rom the rural areas. . « " 


ELECTRICITY — THE HANDY MAN ON THE FARM (editorial, Patnoah: ae Sun—Democrat, 
‘March 29) ~ - The story of the T. P. Campbell family of Gleason, Tenn., tells of 
the many blessings that flow from the electrification of farm homes through the RHA, 
‘The Campbells are winners of the 1943 Food Production Award offered by the REA to 
the family which makes an Cnet showing in ne production of food throush'the use 
of rural electric power, 

‘The Campbells lost two farm aces to the aes fonces but used electric power to . 
replace then, Electricity pumped water and carried §t through a pressure system to 
11 buildings on the farm; it provided the heat for a 3060-chick brooder, it lighted 
the home, the barns and yard for more effective work at night and on dark days in 
winter; ‘it provided the power for a modern farm shop, and eased the household duties 
f Mrs. Campbell, giving her more time with her chickens and ober chores on the 


Ri 


to. neet the war Sig teat might not have been made, ’ Fae 4h: 
ae es 0 iene 7g ah watt 
MAT WINS FIRST REA “AWARD IN GDORGIA (Hamer tack in Atlanta Constitution, 

~- . << "Once an electric light shines in your face, you don't hardly 

»" said A, L, Faullmer of Monticello who will receive the first REA Food 

. 0 tion Award in the state of Georgia tomorrow morning, . The presentation will 

de made by Noble Wrinkle, REA representative, and will be broadeast over WSB. . .. 
Today. Faulkner is operating his farm with one-half the hired help he had four 

ears ago, He would need three nore men in the dairy alone if it were not for the 

ey ck wires... 4 

eile “We can handle milking with half the manpower we used before we had the nilkers,* 

_ Faulkner said, "If I had to depend on nen, I ‘couldn't get the job done, a Arny 

Ri ogg another one of ny men Just last week, Ie couldn't keep going if it weren Terror 

wie > power." 2. , 

+ He was proud, of his electric rad iwoonles-\weten! wee the milk runs over rollers 

‘illed with sub-zero chenical solution that keeps the milk cooled and clean, Before 

ry beans in the cooling caloelbic he used ice to cool the milk, The ice was expensive. 

. nen it didn't really keep it cold," he said, He was showing the big frigidaire 
chest that will hold #80 gallons of ‘pili, _the only one of its kind in this Peay of 
16 country,: eats ope 

m his. 1500-acre farm he produces veaches, beef, eggs and milk for this war-~hungr7 
ntry with less manpower by intelligent utiliza on of the power in those black 
yps of wire along the highways’... (Similar story in Atlanta Journal, April 2). 


L 


erce. ‘ ] 
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8 ELECTRIC BROODERS SAVED PIGS (Farn Toten, February) ~ ~ Electric pig brooders are 


™* * x eM id * * * a mY » * * * ~ om bad * * baal x ‘7 has 


— Will Cities Shrink? - - editorial, ‘Topeka Journal, tae 21, - — Writer foresees 
-. shrinkage ‘on city property values because of many farm improvements, ime} nds re rural 


a Rankin, Congressional Record, punt ioe 


. 
Se 


“PRA Plaque. Awards in Illinois, 


 YureYssea %f Minnesotans who are members of RBA Co-operatives, this Mitchell Mediun ae 


be 6 
‘REA UNITS SUPPLY POWER FOR NAVY, MARINE CAMPS (Wilmiigton Star and News, Wilmington, 
N. C., March 26) - - Three Raabeen North Carolina KEA units are providing power 
for Navy and Marine cantonments, a review of hearings before the House appropria- 
tions committee on the 1945 Department of Agriculture appropriation revealed in 
Washington today. 

William J.. Neal, deputy REA nani Ra eed eee revealed in testimony before the com- 
mittee that Camp Lejeune, the. New River Marine Base; Bogue and Atlantic fields, 
comprising the Neuse River Marine Air Base, and the Beaufort naval air station are 
receiving electric service from the ‘federally-financed rural power projects . . e e 

Largest single REA service to the Navy in North Carolina‘is rendered by the 
Jones-Onslow co-operative to Camp Lejeune, Negotiations between the Navy Department 
and Jones-Onslow officials, whereby the former is seeking to purchase the plants 


and distribution system of the lattér arc new under way. ... an 
The three North Carolina REA units are included in about 150 co-operatives render- 
ing similar service. to. army and navy cantonments throughout the United States. S 
0 ELECTRIFY FARMS IN ST, CHARIES COUNTY (Post-Dispatch, complete edition, April 3) Ng 


-- About sixty miles of the Cuivre River Blectric Co-operative's rural electric ; 
lines in St. Charles county were put into service following a test Saturday after- 's 
noon, The lines -will rémain in service: ‘permanent ly unless repairs and adjustments — et 
are necessary to _provide effective ccnbieaig Wey, le ponciannte: manager of the’ So Obras 
erative, said. Se 

The anes. approved. by WP3 will serve 195 fara families. . . . The co-operative's 


application to the War Production Board for priorities on line materials | stated the * 
“a. careful survey of food production had been nade on the farms to be served and 


that there is an average of 53.8 a coer units for each mile to be completed. se 


o ak 


rapidly establishing thenselves as inexpensive but certain insurance agaihst 
excessive baby pig losses during cold weather farrowing; also as: welcome labor- 
savers during that critical first week or ten days in the life of the new litter. 

The experience of George Hansen, Colunbia, Washington, supports the foregoing 3 
statement. When the first call cane for. mute neat, Hansen remodeled a poultry 
brooder house (insulated and draft—proof ) into a Meare farrowing pens, Twelve pigs : 
were farrowed by the first sow; only five survived, due to exposure and chilling, e 
-*. - fo avoid further losses he built electric brooders in two of the pens. Pigs 
were then farrowed by six sows; only two pigs were lost, So convincing was this 7 
demonstration that: he built a brooder in all. si other vens, . . « 

Where does the saving in labor come in? That's an easy question.to answer, Litters ‘ 
that have the protection of a brooder do not require constant watching to prevent ae 
loss from ehilling,; or from the sow lying down on them. ... mS 

The USDA research center at Beltsville found that pigs having ‘benefit of electric Brewis” 
hovers averag ged about 1.5 pounds heavier at weaning time than other pigs. ‘ 


_ ITEMS OF: INTEREST 70 HE REA spa 


Ecenonic Poison rx ap “Public Utilities Rorhisheh tind rena 30 (by Herbert ees i 
An attempt to inaugurate a new public utility in the form of a cold storage plant 
for the benefit of farmers in a small Virginia town has been blocked, says the 
author, by REA opposition because it started out to ‘be a private Ae hig te 


In the Offing - — colunn in Washington News, March 25, - ~ REA Becoming Permanent. 
REA may emerge from its present eile teen an independent. agency once more, The™ 
House has already approved legislation making it a permanent rather than temporary 
agency. Senate talks of accepting esc and adding amendment to take it from Agri- 
culture Department. | 


electrification, 


O'Brien Leads The Way —- ~ Indiana Farmers Guide, April 1 - =~ Plaque award to Joseph 
O'Brien fan ly of Linden, Indiana, | 

- 
Rural Martrizi cation - Statement of Deputy Administrator Vincent D, Nicholson in 
Answer to Rep. Boren's Criticism of REA -— - extension of remarks of Rep, John #, 


The Tireless Farm Hana - — The ‘Nation! Ss Agriculture, April issue, - — Three recent 


Bomber is now ready to go into battle, the Minnesota Electric Co-operative has been 
inforned, In a campaign last July and August, 36 local REA co-operative. offices 

sold $282,167.59 of Series B bonds to their members under a plan by which the plane™ 
would be named "Minnesota REA," With the money left over, a fighter plane will also 
be bought. (Photo and- caption, St. bade. Pioneer he & Dispatch, April 5.) 
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4 : BREA PRESS DIGEST 


y an A semi-monthly summary of press and radio items ‘concerning REA, 
Mis Information Division ye Ave , Monday, May to ‘19. 44 


“Low-cost ELECTRICITY. ENVISIONED FOR FARMS (Louisville, Ky... Courier-Journal, April 

28). -- & postwar world in which every farm and rural home has low-cost electric 

ea power. was: envisioned yesterday by REA Deputy Administrator William J. Neal, speak- 

Ang at: the monthly meeting of the Kentucky Rural Electrification. Association. 

oy (+ Neal, said, "This future is dependent on the. assurance that farmers will con- 

: tinue to have the right to shape their economic destiny through democratic action, 

_ dneluding the right to onerete their farmer-owned and controlled electric systen.. 

> Mest: rural line construction was done before the war, but "new and increased 

activities undertaken, in 1943 in connection with the food production program 

_ account for construction of. 19,343 miles of line-to serve an additional 76, 000 

pene ef the nation's farms," he eid. 

Se -"It is estimated that the increased production of A eeea took end livestock pro- 

But ducts, on these 73,000 newly connected farms amounted to approximately 

a $108, 000,000," Neal said,: "while the cost of labor and material represented an 

if erecta ee of $21,430,000." ....% | : 
_He-acvoceted extension of "self-help Leverdeiece ‘such 2s farmer-owned ‘and con 

roles! electric coeperatives to heln meintein postwar employment at e high . 

level. - Jobs will be provided by construction end manufacture of the needed 

materials and by making "for a more profitable agriculture end richer rural liv- 

| Ang," Neal declared. « . .- 


RAPID. EXPANSION OF RURAL - BLACTRIFI CATION (Electrical World, April 15) - - One of 
i the postwar merkets that is slated for immediate attention is rural eclectrifica- 
tion. To make service evailable everywhers new lines will be needed, it is 
estimated to serve something in excess of a million and a half farms which at.a 
- density anywhere necr two to a mile would mean between half and three-cuarters .of 
 -@-billion dollars in;new construction. Besides, there are some 400,000 farms 
_ within reach of existing lines which should be connected... .. 
Where 2 few years ago utilities were loath to expand their rurel service ‘into 
_ thinner territory because:it wasn't vaying out even in denser ereas,.now the 
_ «policy seems to be-to t: ke: the business onyway end find some wey to meke it pey. 
Had this more progressive policy been in force a few years ago the utilities 
might heve been spared many of their present worries, « . . . 
' CITIZENS ELECTRIC SaLE TO LACLE DE CO-OP aUTHORIZED (UP story in Star-Times, 
April 28) - - The stete Public Service Commission, over the vigorous objection 
of one member today authorized the sale of the Citizens Electric Comzany to 


ees - the Laclede Electric Cooperative, provided the cooperative will accept commission : 
——— durisdiction of its operation. ... 

‘The purchase will be financed by REA which has agreed to lend the cooperative 
$135,000 of which $120,000 will be used for the purchase and p16, 000 for later 
Sie rehabilitation and extension of the properties. 

Aga The. majority opinion in the cese declered: "The record hercin discloses that 


Ee the public. will be benefited in. many weys. by the proposed acguisition" principelly 
a in. lower rates to the electricity consumers. ... 

. Dissenting commission member Wilson... declared that the sale would be 
‘detrim: pores to the public intcrest.. i _She said RAE wes no. convincing evidence 


ae Ete in Minneepolic eat ened April et sr roy et Brahem, Minn., the other 
day several hundred people gatnered at a fire —- a premeditated bleze that drew 


Electric Association was burning a note 18 years tefore it was due, part: ef its 
iy eae 000 obligation. 
eed Many rural electrification projects over the nation are paying their debts fer 
An advence, and what once looked like s dubious business, so far as profits were 
concerned, has turned out handsomely particularly in dairy end poultry arces where 
- consumption is high. 
Even more important has been the effect on the seniculturel lebor situation. 
Blectrification has added on extra hired man to thousands of farms. ... . 
- A big postwar job is weiting. Harry Edmunds, president of the Minnes ota “Bleee 
PB etcdl Cooperetive ( an organization of the 48 energized REA groups in the ste te) 
has set.up a five-year rural electrification program for Minnesota involving 
Be) 228,000,000. . ... ; 
Me Prof. A. J. Schwentes, head of the erentueat of Stéirt de. engineering at the 
ae --University of Minnesota, has estimated that there are 120,009 farms.in the etrte 
| without a high line. He thinks it is likely thet ebout 12,000. ferms will be 
Barer ytttee annually in the first few yeers of peace, 
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ee from the largely rural eudience. It was en $81, 000 BER? PICK Cooperative. 
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REA co-ops pay no federal tax. Under Minnesota law, they pay 10¢ a farm in- 
stallation per year in lieu of state levies, end also pey regular assessments 
against their plants. and other property witlin corporate limits. Frivate com-—- 


panies pay a tax on farm lines on 5 per cent of true end full veluation, amount- zz 
ing to about $1 per farm. They also pay 3.3 per cent on all energy sold, a levy or 
REA escapes. But RHA leaders point out tht municipal plants, under present, ee 
interpretation of the constitution, have neither state nor. federal taz. : . ae 

The average farm user pays about. $5.50 e month for electricity. Of this et a 
$1.50 goes toward liquidating REA loans. It has ben estimated that an income : ; a 
of $13 per month per mile of line is needed to take care of all charges, settin ae 
up a.reserve, end, paying off the loan: Ar, OS LeAne. i aaaee . 1 

Regardless of minor arguments everybody seems agreed that results of farm ; ee 
electrification have been all to the good. .. . Blectricity has started en im- ae 
portent revolution in ferming, making it a far more productive and pleasent ‘' 
business. 2 
REA CONTROVERSY TAKEN TO DISTRICT COURT (Electrical West, April) - - The Rae Sham 
court of Bent County, Colorado, has been celled upon to settle a controversy — Be 


raised by. the State Public Utilities Commission's mandate that Southeast Colorado 
Power Association, REA effiliate, .shell relinquish territory on both sides of the | 
Arkansas River (from ea mile west of Holly to one mile west of Hasty) to the City ~ 
fLamar's municaprlly owned system. No time for the hearing has beeu et! a 
The situation brings into sharp focus the érowing antegonism between RHA and = = 9 
re eical plants. As conditions now. exist, both electric systems serve i 
territory in dispute. In addition to the waste involved in paralleling services, 
the question of State PYC Authority to take jurisdiction enters into the equetion. 
The seme legel technicelity was in dispute in the recent Town of Cortez — Empire 
Electric decision from which resulted a PUC ruling that Enpire Electric must amend © 
its by-laws to include non-members; this'was done, fi 


BIG THINGS AHEAD IN QUICK-FREEZE (Ray Anderson in Ferm Journal, May) - - A lot has oe 
been heard about quick-freeze but the whole story hasn't been told... It!s a be 
bright picture. It promises: .more dollars for many farmers by opening up ew 1 
markets -- they mey sell important amounts of frozen produce; changed food habits, 
better health; jobs for returning service men -- end older farm girls -- sone of 
those jobs right on the farm; temporary headaches for the whole food industry 
while adjustments are being made; lightening of the farm housewife!s task. 

- . . Farm women have elways found markets for specialties of high quality, "fresh 
from the farm", . . There are now approximately 250 of. these wonen's community 
markets in which 8,000 women sold nearly a million dollars worth of produce sey 
yeer, according to the Department of Agriculture. . , There are now more that 

5,200 locker plants with 1,860,000 patrons, 1,400,000. of them farmer 
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ROOSEVELT AND THE SOUTH (editorial, Richmond, Va., Times-Dispatch, April 17) —- } 
. . » An esteemed correspondent asks us why we said 'Mr. Roosevelt has done much es 
for the South" in -our Avril 7th issue. We are only too happy to answer that Mr, 
Roosevelt has furthered the interests of the South in the following ways: ... 
o. + By setting un, the Rural Electrification Administration, which has been 
another boon to the rural South, since it has provided many rural districts with 
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electric. power for the-first time. Private companies frequently did not feel ine 
that it was worth their waile to exter these areas, since the expense was con-— ‘ie 
siderable and the profit small. The lines were built by the Federal Governnuent, - i 
but the current often is supplied by the privete companies. Hundreds of thou- “a 
sends of southern farms have been electrified in this manner... i 
‘ mS 
POSTWAR PLANNING FOR AGRICULTURE (editorial, Globe~Democrat, April 18) -- Agri- a 
culture, like industry, will face many problems of reconversion after tis war, be 
In fact, tuere is a direct relationship between the two sets of probleas, for what ee 
agriculture cen do in the postwar period will depend in large iseasure unon pro- ey 
ductive enployuent in industry. . ee 
» At the request of the U. S. Department of Agriculture, the College of Agri- i 
culture at the University of Illinois hes prepared a comprehensive study of the pai, 
farmers! postwar problems and progrems. The findings ere based on conditions i ee 
in Illinois but they are pertinent to agriculture's problens generally. . « Faases By 
of the study deal with . .. farm housing.end electrification. . . | | aE 
STATE REA alDS FOOD PRODUCTION (Raleigh, N, C., News & Observer, April 17) -- The fo 
establishnent of the North Caroline Rurel Electrification Authority which has ¥, 
led to the addition of 135,000 rural consumers of electricity since 1935, was 
brought about by a Federel housing survey. 
This survey, conducted in 1935,-in one group of its queries asked the rural 
family if it would like to heve electricity and to what uses it would put the 
power should:it become available. 
D. S. Weaver, head of the agricultural Diptite Rene Department of ‘the ‘Experinent 
Station at State College, who is also one of the original members of the NCKMA, Ye 
points out that a recent survey shows these sane rural custotiers using a little yi, 
over twice as much electric current as their original answers indicated. . . yah 
¥ . et ee 2 a ye | ind 
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Pa 
EN, SYLVANTA 0-oP ACHIEVES GOAL (Towanda Daily Review, April 17) -- Five years 

ago the Sullivan County Rural Electric Co-operative wes organized. . . Farmers had 

Be & paramount need for electricity and it was not long before many of the farins in 

| the two counties the cooperetive serves were electrified. . . 

Studies indicated that at least three nembers per mile would be reauired to 
ists the cooperative a self-liquidating venture. . . and the cooperative hes 
just achieved that figure... 

“Activities of the cooperative during the past two years nave been solely to 
ie bolster the agricultural wer effort. . . It now serves 751 members with 250 niles 
na a of line, : 
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In AN EFFORT to moke postwar rural electrification planning a reality, eee Sound 
Power and Light Company will attempt to reach all families without electric ser- 
fy vice through newspaper advertisements incorporating a questionnaire. . . By ob- 
ie taining :up-to-date information on homes and farms still unserved, the cohen 
ae ae realize its goal of 100% electrification after the war (Electrical World, 
April 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THE REa STAFF 


AS ‘Fulton Lewis to Speak ~ - Washington Star, April 10 - - Fulton Lewis, Jr., radio 
: commentator, will address the Southern Maryland Electric Cooperative, Inc. at its 
ae annual meeting tonight. 

Former Federal Workers Share Fortunes of War — - Jerry Mluttz! "Federal Diary," 
Washington Post, April 15 - - Mentions Lieut. Ernest L. Rushner, former REA staff 
member, who was fire control officer on the USS Hornet. also notes that Robert 

_ Weber, another REA employee on military furlough, is a See Bee and his wife is a 
ee member of the WAC. 


Bee: - Indiana Ranks Third in Farms Receiving Electric Service - - Indianapolis News, 
io april ll. ~ 


Hecora's Washington Record - ~ J. Lacey Reynolds in the Nashville Tennesseean, 
April 9 - - Discusses among other things Rep. Jim Nance McCord's introduction of | 

‘a bill to authorize REA to make loans to cooperatives that were orgenized before 

the REA act was passed in 1936. 


a 

Bureaucracy Gone Berserk ~~~ editorial, Waterbury, Conn,., Democrat, April 11 -- 

Fe Criticizes REA's "Excessive spending." 

Be: Rural Electrification is Fixture in Colquitt - - Moultrie Observer, Moultrie, Ga., 
ss March 29 (Fiftieth Anniversary Edition). 

‘aie Keep TVA out of Politics - - letter by Marjorie Gilroy to editor of New York Times, 


PA). ‘april 20. 


ae Receive National REA Award - ~- Dublin, Tex., Progress, Apri] 21 - - Photo siiows 
James Salisbury, dr., presenting RDA Food Froduction Plaque to the C, A. Ward 
family of Dublin. 


fis War Power sid of TVA Told. ~ — Washington Post, April 18 - - Speech of Chairman 
Barts if ‘David a. Lilienthal at U. S. Chamber of Commerce in Washington. 


: sctrici ty Heses Parn Peat amtcket aeons aA ee Ones Ind., Journal & Courier, or 
: 15.° uf / RY Riga B= a a eae . Hs ‘ ve a ' ~ - a fad a yo Ro ne eee > ; 
“Mearemue Starts First foe of Porat Blectrification - - New York Times, April 4. 


a ee ‘Increase Use of Electricity - - Free Press, Menkato, Minn., April 4 - - Lyon- 
a Lincoln Electric Cooperative completes survey of its 745 farm members, showing 
that electric power is being used as a definite aid in food production. 


by: Feber and Politics - - Time, April 3 - - Premier adelard Godbout of Quebec intro- 
duces in legislature a bill to (1) create a five-man Hydroelectric Commission, 

, a thereby putting the Province in the power business; (2) expropriate by April 15 
the $210,000,000 Montreal Light, Heat and Power Cons, Finenciers regarded the 


a bill as e step toward nationalization of all ahs s water power, waich ‘generates 


536 of Canadals ‘Bydro-electrici ty. ree ‘ eae 
‘te ” n * -f \ 3 
‘ Blectricity on the Farm.- = , letter from "Farmer's Wife! to editor of Globe- 


_ Democrat, pets 20. 


Sam | . 

a How to Get REa Help -- ‘letter fron administrator Slattery to editor of Globe- 
roa BY 

‘ ‘Democrat, mbeee 25. 
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Plectric Lines Bring New hife into Virginia's Northern Neck - - Washington Post, 
April 23) - - Resurgence of social and ecor.amic vitelity accompanying rurel 
electrification is subject of bulletin ypublished by. extension division of 
University of Virginie. Bulletin tells how REa-financed Nortrern Neck Electric 
Cooperative contributed to -transformation of once-depressed, region. 


Since the March 31 issue of the Press Digest, 23 clippings heve been received on 
Ehe-Senate investigntion-of BRA. ere ou a be at es ai SO 


Te, a A SO CRE RS DO, ea Oe LIL I, IB aM le a a ee) 
Lt. Cati Simon of the Air Corps: wes killed in action in the. Buropeén theeter on 
November: 2).-1943, according to e Wer Department report just received. Lt. Sinon. 
wes on military.furlough fron the Design. and Construction Divisions: - . ; 
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ARE POWER INTERESTS STILL UNCONVINCED? (Editerial in Louisville Courier-Journal, 


May 1)- .. . The importance of rural electrification was publicly recognized by 
both Presidents Hoover and Roosevelt; it was a factor in the insistence of the 
latter as Governor of NewYork on public control of the state's immense potential - 
water power... 

But utility holding corporations were controlled by finencial interests more 
concerned about profits than about service. Prior to the TVA experiment and the 
REA, the cost of securing service was prohibitive except for those near cities 
wno could afford it as a luxury. There are distinct advantages in connected lines 
for the interchange of power, but the heads of hcelding corporations will have to be 
taught, if they haven't already learned, that the price of the special privileges 
their subsidiaries enjoy is service and that public power never os pe ee tT a pec 
turned over to them to exploit. 


RURaL ELECTRICAL ™ ‘SHOW HERE PROPOSED (Post-Dispatch, May: 135" —h SSR el ab exposi- 
tion‘on rural electrification in St. Lovis was. suggested last night by 

Harry Slattery, Rural Electrification ds it ha bare at a. EvERAE Rr er aes the 
ninth birthday of the REA, ; 

Slattery told several hundred Set baie of'the REA staff | wno at tended the affair 
at Hotel Chase that: the ‘planning of such an jabee cas fe Sei be part of their pre- 
gram for postwar expansion Coe 

Need for postwar planning by the REA’ was - emphasized ina messare woich 
President Roosevelt sent to the party: 

"Although the’ direct needs of war have: Limited ind release of materials for 
high-line construction," the President was ouoted as having written, "I am pleased 
that power systems financed by REA loans were able to reach 55,000 new customers 
during 1943, ‘REA will continue, I know, to serve wartime. agriculture; to, the best, ~- 
of its ability. It must also be made ready to proceed most efficiently in bi 
fulfillment of plans for the america of the future." 

Former United States Senator George W. Norris of Nebraska predicted in a mess- - 
age . 4 « that the REA would continue its work until ell. American farms are elec- 
trified . . . (Similar stories appeared in the Star-Times and the Globe-Democrat, 
same date). at | 


CHEaP FARM POWER APPEARS ASSURED FOR MANY IN ALABAMA (Birmingham News-—Age—Herald, 
April 30) - Cheap electricity for many thousands more farms in Southeastern 
Alabama seemed certain Saturday when it was announced by Fublic Service Commissioner 
Gordon Persons that purchase of the electrical properties of the Alabama Water Ser- 
vice Company in nine counties by REA Yer sek and three Alabama municipalities 
for $2,500,000 apparently was assured... 

Commissioner Persons announced thet Senator Lister Hill, who has vais working 
to help provide this cheap electricity for more farm homes -in the state, had re- 
ceived the following telegram from Harry Slattery, REA Administrator; 

"With reference to the acouisitions thet are being made from the Alabama 
Water Service Company in our previous talk, I want to send. you this telegram te 
say that in view of my recent restudy of some of the reports, especially the 
engineering reports, when the pepers are sent to me om es ene t will Rae 
the acquisition. te 


COMPLAINT AGAINST do-0P TO BE HEARD Fetus Rock, hase Gazette, April 20) ~ An in- 
dication that the State Utilities Commission is nearly finished with its investi- 
gation to- determine an electric rate bese for the Arkansas Fower and Light Company 
was seen yesterday in an announcement that another hearing will open May 15. 

That hearing will be ona complaint’ ‘by the four major private, companies of 
Arkansas that the Ark-La Electric: Cooterative is operating as a "public utility” 
end should be brought under regulatory jurisdiction of the commission . . . 

Three of the companies are members of the Southwest Fower Pool, which furnishes 
about half the power for the Jones Mills aluminum plant on Lake Catherine. Remain- 
der of the power is supplied by ark-La, composed of Rural. Electrification Adminis— 
tration's cooperatives ... 

Harry Lamberton, REA lawyer, will eid’ in deferse of tha Complaint, ; 1 
UTILITY sID HITS COMPETITION’ OF COOPERATIVES (Chicege 4P Dispatch in New York 
Herald-Tribune, April ae ~ Purcell L. Smith; President. of Mid@le West Corpofation,: 
asserted in ais annual report to steckholéers todcy thet sexe rurel electric af 
cooperatives receiving electrical energy from Middle ‘’est compenies were using tais 
energy to compete with the utility compenies, : 

For the most pert, the energy furnished to the coonerctives was resold by them 
“Nas contemplated by the rurel electrificetian ect, to ferm customers rot 


previously having central station service," Smith said. But, he added, "there 
are cases, however, where the cooperatives, in direct violation of the rural. % 
electrificetion act, used this low-cost energy to compete with the utility _ 5 : 
compenies for other customers located in the territory served by the compenies." 
Mr. Smith stated, "Some of the REA cooperatives are even building rurel 
lines parallel to the companies! low-voltage transmission lines and competing 
with the compenies for the business along these lines. Such action on the pert — 
of the cooperatives leads to duplication and waste of critieal materials." 


FEDERAL ECONOMISTS WaNT SMsLL INDUSTRIES SET UP IN RURAL AREAS (S. H. Scheibla 
in Wall Street Journal, april 22) - Farm country factories are the postwar goal 
of a busy, though nameless, inter-egency committee of Government Olt telalses 
Hee Sea by Dr. Mordecai Ezekiel, veteran New Deal idea man who is now economic 
adviser to Secretery of agriculture Wickard, the group- seeks to “industrialize" 
rural communities . . . 

The Rurel Electrificetion Administretion, working with the Ezekiel group,’ 
expects its lines to feed a greatly expanded number of farm industries after the 
war, though by law its service is limited to communities of fewer than 1500 
people... REA estimtes thet more than 10,000 small industries are clready 
on its lines. Egg drying firms have sprung up in poultry sections ,» for instance, 
milk drying plants heve been built in dary sections. 

“Here is REa's official stetement on the matter; . 

"We believe thet the development of rural industry is one of the naturel 
results of rurel clectrification end thet no area will be enjoying the fullest 
benefit of modern farming without the existence of such industries as might be 
related to community activities. In fact it seems to be very logical to believe 
that rurel industries will grectly increese the use of electricity on rural dis- 
tribution systems, thereby tending to improve community vrosperity. . 

"Where there is electriesity at reasonable cost, small industries which are 
related to form needs can thrive, end thus the people inthe surrounding area 
will prosper. It becomes evident thet such rural industries will thus contribute 
to the development and betterment of farm life on the very farms which are 
responsible for the existence of the industry. Very little imegination is reouired 
to visualize the expansion of rurel lines into unserved communities beceuse of 
the existence of need for clectricity in industry." 


NaVY TO BUY REA UNIT (Howerd Suttle in Greensboro, N. C., News, april 23) - 

The Nevy is expected, some time during Mey, to go into the public utility ~ 
business through purchase of the electric genereting and transmission system of 
the Jones-Ozslow Electric Cooperative for e sum reported to epproximate $3,800,000. 


WOULD EXTEND ELECTRICITY TO 60,000 FaRMS (Little. Rock Gazette, April 30) - 4 five— 
yeer electrifice tion progrem if properly supported by «ll interested groups ean 
be carried out to make electric service eveilable to 60,000 more rural eonsumers 
in the statc, the Rural Development Comittee of the arkensas Economic Couneil © 
reported yesterdiy. ., ° * 7 

The comnittec hes co: rduct ed” en extensive survey’ “of postwar possibilities in 
the rural development field-cnd has found thet 6,200 miles of new rurel lines can 
be built from 1944 through 1948. 7 


CHOOSE 32 MUNICIPaLITIES FOR RURAL ELEGTRIB1 02.0108 (Meni tobe Cooperetor, May 1) - 
4 total of 45 towns and villcges within’ the limits of 32 rural municipelities in 
Manitoba have been chosen by the Menitoba Fover PORE Te for its initial work 
on rurel electrific:tion extension following the wer. ne 32 municipalities in 
the survey ere estinated to hrve 15,000 farm customers but it is rot likely that 
more than 5,000 cen be connected with electricity the first yeer the work is 
urderteken. . . ifter ae preliminary explarnetion of rurél electrification policy 
by the Commission, the municipel councils will be expected to proceed with the 
survey almost entirely on a "self-help" be sis," ene 


DELAWARE REA CHIEF FORESEES ELECTRICITY STILL IN INFaNcYy _ (dourne) ‘Every. Eve, 
Wilmington, april 27) - "Electricity is still in its infen »" declered Robert 
Jefferson, Menager of the Delewere Rurel Electric race Mae eddréssin 1g the 
Federalsburg Rotary Club . . . 0:. postwar prospects. R 

"after ee hive we nay expect to see sone sberd tte developments, per Stee Lae ly 
in electronics soid Mr. Jefferson. "We will heve stoves tart will cook a rozst 
in a matter of et eae household *ouick-freeze units end stetic-free radios. 
Telephone exd electric service will coth be over‘the ezme wire." . .. ” 


ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THE STAFF 


Warns Against Co-ops Financed by Government - Telephony, April issue - 
Reprints portions of Herbert Corey's article "Economic Poison Ivy" (Public 
Utilities Fortnightly), which werns telephone industry it "may be next to be 
festooned with the growth of Government subsidy of cooperatives." | 


Creation of Power Pool Explained - Little Rock Gazette, april 16. 


State Co-ops Get $2,087,000 Loans - Star-Times, May 4. (Similar stories in 
Globe-Democrat and complete edition of Post-Dispatch.) 


If You ask Me - Eleanor Roosevelt's page in Ladies! Home Journal, May - Mentions 
Rural Electrification Administration as one of accomplishments of Democratic 
Party, in answer to question: "What are the major differences betwecn the Demo- 
cratic and Republican Parties?" 


Keep Politics Out of TVA - excerpt from David E, Lilienthal's book "TVA - Democ- 
recy on the March," Star-Times, May 2. (Also "TVa Demonstretes How Rivers Can 
Be Useful, Floodless", Sean J. Shelton's review of the book, Post-Dispatch, April 
30.) 


Habits of ao Hog ~ syndicated editorial in Ashland, Ky, Independent, April 21 - 
Likens REA to a "hog secking to root the private electric industry out of 
existence," 


Allens and Keys Get Food Production awards - Columbia, S. C., State, April W. 


REA Allots Missouri Cooperative $114,000 —- Washington AP Story in Glote-Democrat, 
May 9. 


Farm Families Get REA Awards - Plaques Preser.ted to Brown and Latta Families - 
Releigh, N. C. News & Observer, April 21. 


Flexible Budget Could Keep Men, Industries Busy, Anelyst Says - Star-Times, April 
26 - Alvin H. Hansen, Professor of Political Bconomy at Harvard, Mentims rural 
electrification as one means of distributing mass purchasing power throughout 

the country after the war, 


Plan Homes on Land now in War Work — Des Moines Register, May 2. - USDa's 
postwar planning committee, under Raymond C, Smith, suggests (among other things) 
the transfer of trucks, jeeps, earth-moving equipment, hand tools end explosives 
to farmers and for use by the Rural Electrification Administretion, forest ser 
vice and soil conservation service. 


Employees in the Services - Jerry Kluttz's column "The Federal Diary," 
Washington Post, May 6. "S/Sgt. William Riley is in the India-China Wing of 
the air Transport Command. He has been awarded a presidential citation. Sgt. 
William Schifter of REA has been in England since May 1942. Lieut. Landy B. 
Altman of REA is in the South Pacific." 


Since the April 30 issue of the Press Digest, 12 clippings have been received on 
the Senate Investigation of REa. 
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REA CO-OP BIRTHDAY (editorial, Hutchinson, Kansas, News-Herald, May 18) - - The 
Ark Valley’ Electric: Cooperative Association, Inc., one of the largest REA units 
of the state, has just: SBP aaraHed, its fours smite ee oe 


+. 


that the REA set-up pees been a boon eas abe 


It is natural that any poe ee ee or 8 Re! ne movement should 
draw the disapproval of competing private concerns, and eriticism is justified 
where goverhihent aid amotints toa a public subsidy. 


But rural eleoteiticatton in the United States had proceeded at a snail's 
pace. before, the birth of the REA, The REA has shown it is economically practical 
to bring electric power to most of the nation's farm residents, The surface of 
the job has been merely scratched to date, When.-peace comes, the ‘flickering, 
smoky kerosene lamp, ‘symbolizing the burden of inconvenience and drudgery: still 
carried by mdst of: rural America for‘tack ‘of electricity, mst be driven to ‘the 
museums. a 
APPROPRIATIONS ARE INCREASED IN SENATE (AP: ‘dispatch in Globe-Democrat, May 17) - = 
e e « The Senate Appropriations Committeé,récommended doubling the 40, 000,000 
appropriation. for rural electrification loans, . « .« 

AGENCY. PURPOSES GIVEN -BY*REA DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR (Charlotte, N. C., aed? May: is) = 
William J, Neal, REA Deputy Administrator, warned the 70-odd North Carolinians: 
attending the annual meeting of the North Carolina Rural Eloctrification-Managers' 
Association to be on the alert against "the well-planned and well-financed campaign 
of propaganda being uscd by the monopolistic utility SOLURS to maintain Beir con= 
trol over this necessary ‘service to the people." ... ORG Ate as 


Mr. Neal pointed out that tho REA program aims at "bringing electric power 
to every farm home in America at low-cost non-discriminatory rates." After com- 
monding the state's Rural Electrification Authority for its "immeasurable assist= 
ances"! he said “particular. commendation is due the many public spirited citizens 
and state’ and county leaders who have incessantly worked to bring the blessings 
of electric power to more than’ 39,863 farmers now receiving clectric service from 
34. REA-financed systems in North Carolina," trans 


Mr. Neal. announced’ that the REA expects to promote a great postwar construction 
program for the dual purpose of oxtending the benefits of clectricity to many thou- 
sands of additional rural homes and to provide immediate opportunity for profitable 
private employment for thousands of returned soldiers, ..... 


$455 000, 000 PLAN STUDIED BY RURAL ELECTRIC GROUP (Fost-Dispateh, ¢ complote cdition, 
May "5, ) ~ - A 45-million-dollar rural clectrification program in Missouri, des- 
eribed as a possibility. for the period immcdiatcly after the war, was studicd 

hs aad ‘the Missourd State Rural Electrification Association, 

5 The program was ‘out ined by Harry Slattery, head of REA, in an address ° 2° 
_ réad for him m by Chostér Lake, ee to the REA Administrator, 


i oo fom a 


The REA has. drawn up a rai ootrifidation wat ombody ing a 500emil1ion- 
dollar Federal lending. program, Slattery declared, Beaing in mind that less than 
one-fourth of the farms in Missouri are now clectrificd and that, 300,000 farm and - 
rural non-farm’ dwcllings are still to be served, Missouri's share of this national 
program might: equitably: be: pinced at about 492 500, 000,: which. fund would bring, 
clectric power benefits to more than 65,000 rural consumors in Missouri, he said, 


WHERE REA” IS NEEDED (editorial, Rockford, Ill,, Star, May.9).- -: "Electrical, World", . 
in a recent statement’ estimated that postwar rural electrification: should make eloce 
tric power available as spcedily’as possible to a million and‘a half farms, with a 
reserve market of about 400, 600 farms, These cstimates are over and above: the 
present lines serving the rural community. . The magazine estimates, the. primary 
task, electrifying 1,500,000 farms, as involving’ $'750,000,000, with the added 
400,000 farms, within roach of. Pee ang Se LE possibly ia the wate). 
to a cool billion AE ie ei fe 


o-« : 


and “provide electric service for many’ rural poopie.” ..«. 


Thore would appear to be a market hore that would. require all that privatcly- 
owned and Retiiassathe so utilitics, notably the Rural. Electrification Administra- . ..- 
tion, could do to take care of it, working together. If there are quarrels over 
priority and if there is duplication of lines, that situation will mean that — 
full development: of the agricultural market will come much more slowly. REA 
from time to “time accused privately owed ‘utilities of skimming the cream, spoed= 
ing transmission. lines into populous areas that REA would like to have,’* REA may 
have to accept this natural development and take over the more thinly” populated | 
areas, Since it has SE PASS it could the more readily Bonen es sere 


vice, 


uj 


Privately: owned utilitics, with large Janes ue capacity, will gs a 
be ready to'expand;.rural transmission lincs &fter the. war, and unquestionably can 
provide more complete service for those arcas.than.can tho smaller REA generators. 
Yot those ice ome REA plants would pe godsends to areas lying far from major cities. - 


et oe 
‘We fever have quite sec gic of REA's. -quarre1 that the privately ound. ome 
lities were skimming the < ‘éxploiting the territory that would, if worked i 


weal tts ‘make it. possible for REA to make a big showing, Tho government does not 
finance big irrigation projects, for well-watered farm country; * by the same Jogic 
it should help aréas arid of electricity. ‘ 


POWER PROJECTS IN FLOOD CONTROL PLAN STRESSED (Star-Times, May 24) - If plans for 
control of the Missouri River do not include’hydro=clectric development, "a fatal 
nistake" will be made, William J. Neal, deputy administrator of the Rural Elec- 
trification Administration, declared at a moeting of the Missouri State REA yester- 
day at the Mark Twain Hotel, 


Developnent of the Missouri River Valley to enable it to make the greatest 
contribution to the agricultural and industrial wealth of the nation, and the 
economic security and social development :of its people, requires that any plan 
devised shall provide for irrigation, navigation, flood control, and ‘power devel=. 
opment," he said, "Yet many pcople dismiss the latter point, on the ground there: 
would be no market for it." ... 


PHONE SERVICE OVER POWER LINES ONE OF NEW POSSIBILITIES OF REA (Post-Dispatch, 
complete” edition, May 25)-< Electrical cngincers at the-future will make food. 
production independont of climate and weather, M, M, Samuels, head of REA's 
Technical S,andards Division, told members ‘of the Missouri State Rural Electrie —>.-. 
fication Association at the final session of their quarterly. heeting yesterday. 


Among other possibilitios of cloctrd-agriculture; ond. riral cloctrification 
discussed by Samuels was commercial telephone service over electric power lines,,.. . 
He said that the aes era conpanics. working with REA engincers now have this 
(aes ahaeaee ready" and that only the, wor {peeventaeye eer at eet ‘ine --e 

fe OG)T TE ects; 

Portable room air conditioners, Ba ye chests for ‘farni ust 5 ‘aera: sg 
chickon-debeckors:y and. bedav}ston.. scts. are 30 be Lickin: on the postwar market, 
according to Samuels OSes ee Pe a ss ste 


4 : ~ GLEN ary Us re yes 3 oo 
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UTILITY PURCHASE: BY. “‘NEDSHO REL CO-OP aseroven: (PooteDispatch, Partita: edition; 
May 27): = = Ovorruling: the. protests: of Tl utilatyscompanies, the Public Set'=: 


_ vice Comritssinn today: euthorized. the ‘Nowelliae? Elaetric; Cooporative "Inc.’5! OF 


Neosho, to buy the cloctric ashok ‘of ‘the Missouré: Southorn, Public” Sorvice: Cone. ; 


4 ys, 


_ pany of mole + <a ie woe*. Lue ez SAEs. 


Rob ee 


ive: 


“The: pUrctiase price. a $170; 000 wit | be ee .fron.an, aUetnont to the 
cooperative by the Rural Eloctrifieation Adriinistration, -” eee ee ete a 


pmitsg:* 
. sae 


“The integration: of the, systons,, tho pip nny od held, will benefit the id te 
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_ COURT AFFIRMS ORDER ON UTILITY ‘PURCHASE. (Post-Dispatch, May 4). -- An aR ee the 
Missouri. Public Service Commission authorizing sale of the Missouri Electric Power 


Company, operating in 19 central and Séuthern Missouri countics, to the Sho=Me 
Electric jor ape heahis at Columbia for $2,466,000 was affirméd today by Cole: County 


Circuit Court. 


cirenit ee Frank Hollingsworth of Moxico, sitting as i ohine jucge, ovor- 
ruled the appeal of 14 privately-ormed public utility COMpanios , ” which had opposed 
the sale before - the commission and had Eee ‘fram the gommission! s - Spr aya as. 
the transaction, 

12° dt ms Kee ra ; ¥ 

dn ouster suit agai st REE 2 ae forall BL it had exceeded its chartcr 
powers in purchasing the proporty, and that it was not authorized to acquire and 
operate a public utility, is pending in the Missouri Supreme Court. The suit was 
filed by Prosecuting Attorney M,.J. Huffman of Wright. County, on behalf of two 
customers of Missouri Electric Power, 


+. 


SHIFT OF CONTROL TO MEMBERS IN RURAL ELECTRIC CO-OP ASSOCIATION (Post-Dispatch, 
complete edition, May 27) - = Liboralization of tho by-laws of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association this week is seon by representatives of Illinois, 
Arkansas and Missouri farm power associations as a move to restore harmony between 
conflicting groups within the rural olectrification program, . ee. 


FIVE VERMONT UTILITY FIRMS PLAN DOWNWARD RATE REVISION (Rutlanc Herald, May 20) + - 
4 now plan in the nature of a dovmvard rovision of minimum charges under which 
rural lines will be constructed has been filed with tho Public Service Commission 
by five Vermont clectrice utility companiocs, it was announced today by Fletcher 

- Plumicy, chairman of the commission. ... 


Ghetienon Plumley stated that the Public Service Commission and the companics 
concur in the. belief that the revised plan will be of considerable benefit to the 
farn and rural arcas of Vermont that it will furthor the cause of rural electrifi- 
cation in the state, and subject to romoval of present necessary war restrictions — 
will hasten the cay when covery Vermont farm which can be served economically will 
be using clectricity for more profitable business and more comfortable living, 


BILL TO GIVE REA PRIORITY ON ARMY GOODS AFTER WAR (Post-Dispatch, May 23) - - Non-. 
profit organizations such as Rural Electrification Administration cooperatives 
would have :priority over private business intcrests in purchase of war materials 
after hostilitics end under terns of a measure to be presented to Congress within 
two weeks y the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association was inforned here 
tocay o°~% .-. Tho national meeting preceded a quarterly necting of thc Missouri 
State: cteabtg Electrification ; issociation at the Mark Twain itt eta . en 


OrF- TH RECORD {G. BK ‘Bye oqlurin in Southwest Aneriénry;: Fort smith, priate Moy’ 
10) - - The rural dovelopnent comnittce of the pieeneKe cence Paine has re- 
eently*cdémpIeted a report on postvar cloctrification of farms in this state which 
sécngs to me most. hopeful: wi. » The, /PROEKan. Seeemea Wee a eve ies Se aaa 
program, ‘sponding $10,431,000. 9 6g 2S : 
=~ “Private*power cottpanicg -have becn, sorving rural areas in increasing numbers 
for years, -Tho REA progran- has’ steppotl up rural service, since funds are nade 
available on long-term low-intorest loans to rural co-ops, “Whatever. the. source, 
electricity is now a valuable aid on those fortis which are: gcorved, and it can be. 
to the thousands who have not yet had this advantage, Electrification is an in- 
‘portant part -of a better rural environment which we manta have if we are to ~ 
cgi! back and hold our lost rural population, ~~ - ts Sy ean ie Sie ee 


PART OF THE NEW DEAL (cditerial, Louisville Times, May 13)-- = The Rural Elec- 
trification Administration statement that 3,500,000 farms still are without 
“electricity is another dial of saying about half his farms in the United States 
have a hag ; 


That: is - striking progress. “i Thirty’ years ago there was'-no- means of procuring 
electricity for farms at er which woulc interest -farmers, Enh te . 


At that time a member of the staff of The Timcs wanted clectricity on a farn 
* about three-quarters. of.a_mile fron a utility — He was told he could get the 
hook-up fron. . a utility . e for about $4,000; Farm business was not then. 
sought “by city services and there was no movement for general rural clectrification, 
 Nobédy would have believed in 1914. that in 1944 half of the iS gs 000 farms of the 
+ United: at Spend ight ‘have current, eg: yey 
se e3 "e Ye WOULD EXTEND LINES. INTO. REA TERRITORY (tttte Rock: cleHaO KES: Noy: 17) -- 
5 The, Arkansas’ Power. and: Light. Conpany applicd to the state’ Utilitios: Commission 
ees t nab authority: to; x end its. operations into on: area® PR allor. 
_ +h "gated Ho. .1'01-the- Farnors, Elect iG, Cooperative, Sans oe =r SI 


~The application’ said: the ‘cooperative built into aw of poste aroa " alloented to 
2 it but now "cannot build. transmission lines into this territory without 
- Violating rules and regulations of. ‘the WEB." The ‘éompany said-it "can nake second= 
ee oT to certain - customers , under, present — of: the War. Production 
(a, : 


RURAL- PROBLEMS (Electric Light and Povior May issue) - - Discussion of western 
“rural clectrification was a feature of the confcrenee of the Northwest Electric 
Light and Power Association in Portland recently, Cecil: Kirk of Montana Power 
Company outlined. the problens facing companies which operate in sparsely settled 
“areas, Only 22 per cent of tho farns in Montana, it was pointed out, are supplicd 
» by cither REA, or power utility service, J. F, Emery, Icaho Power Gonpan, stressed 
that: rurel customers should be given scrvice equal ‘to that given -to-customers in 
the city, ,with good voltage regulation, lincs well constructed with proper con- 
inna and tronsfornors = enough to carry any loads that might -be added later, 


- 


ELECTRICITY HELPS LABOR SHORTAGE (Zanesville, Ohio, Times-Recorder, May 3)-- 
Bloctricity is the new chore boy on the form, Since doing chores anc processing 
“products makes up: half or nore of the labor“on many farns, clectricity is fast 
~Josing -its: honeymoon role of bright lights and a few luxurics of living, _ is 
_ buckling in 0s a. regular nenber: of ‘the’ working: Sho ‘ 


Sry Take! ndlking’ for chime -On the Myn E Siodicing farm at Walden, N. x,t the 
‘electric’ miiker saved ‘the herd last spring, — Many farmers sold their cows when 
“they lost the’ hirod*man, On’tho “Stocking farh, one man takes care of 24 cows pro- 
“@ucing 160° quarts: at ‘a milling in about, one and’ a half hours. 


"If the milking had to be done by hand," Mr, Stocking renarkec, "cight cows 
“youd ‘be, all we could take care of at the present time, The cost of operating 
the nachiné is abdut’20¢ a day and the labor saved in late evening ee a 
‘tired man's morale After Ey "Hard cay" s work oe the ficid." ae | 


RURAL ELECTRIFICATION (itonm if list of WB’ Maange, New York Tinos, May 16) == 
aes in. the, order affecting rural clectric line SOTA 
"corte ask ips™ resulting ‘fron an anondnent on / i 6 


ruction sprogran, she i Badin. 


x é i 
ae HMPLEBS STATE apy tt (tien; NY sae ouseriex Dian tare; May 21) -- 2.7% 7 ae 

Senator, fiken added that while he does not approve of the federal governnent going ; 
‘into the retail. distribution Of electricity, he is sympathetic to the Rural Elec- 
 trification Aéfiinistration which, he said, has’ done ‘a great dcal'6f good work 
in ‘bringing electricity to millions of fartis which ‘private utilitics folt they 
could not afford ‘to « ‘SCrve, (Fron a ‘letter td‘ “the Utica - Chanber of Commerce, ex= 
plaining his position on the Senate bill for mpegs = tho St. Lawrenee sea= 
way and its power resourecs),’ 


essai cleeleelalelebaeteetelteta*obeetebtebebeelebletiebblehiebenebebaeieiaeelenaenebaebaiaeiiebibbehibeiitiel 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THE STAFF 


Propose Land Purchase for Towa’ Tidians = a ‘Des Moines Register, May 5 = « Expansion 
. Of use of ts obtiiined ‘fron Rural Bloctrification Aeninistration linds’ is pro- 
' posed by R. . Nygacra,; fedéral Indian ficld aid, for Sac “arid Fox Indian reserva- 
tion, near fase: A 
Little Utility Sold to REA’ + - Union Bulletin, Walla Tella, Wash., May7 - - 
Columbian County REA sgn Tucannon Electric ane i of Starbuck. a 
REA Extended = = itom i "In The Nation's Capital”, ba gf Som Mey 13 + ~ > Explains 
“ provisions of Pace bill, bd 
Electrifying Farns Choeked - + Atlanta Constitution, rate 6 - == Goce ste route Con- 
pany announces that its proposed million-dollar programs of rural clectrification 
_has been restricted by WPB rogulations, 


Don't Kiss the Distributor Good-Bye =~ - Tom F, Blackburn in Electrical tmetnddrings . 
' “May = - Farmers with money and rural electrification are our to best postwar bets, 
Says, pared ter’. RK». 


e -* 2 «-«@ 


Farn Bloctrifica ation - = letter by Acninistrator Slattery to’ editor of Electrical 
Merchandising, May issue = - Agrecs that an extensive educational job must be done 
before the rural folk will take electrical equipment to their bosom as their city 
__ brothers have done, but believes that much of this education must be done on 

_ ithe dealers, 


4,,000 Served; Big Postwar Expansion ppt -- Sibertiohens wn pantngseeie May 1b 
Sets forth progress of Corn Belt Electric pid tnetediie 


FPG Postpones APL Hearing Indofinitely - - Arkansas Democrat, Little Rock, May a? 


’ FPC Chairman's Powor Goal is Hele Too High by Electric Industry debit = New 
York Journal of Conmeree, April A | 


Since the May 15 issue of the Press Digest, 31 clippings on the Sonate investi Be 
of REA have mepa reccived, Na 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THE STAFP 


oe a ist 


ae) Missouri River Potential Cited - - ~ Globe-Domocrat, May 24. 


A 


6,000 Using REA in North Dakota - ~ - Fargo Forun, May 26, 


ak REA Extensions would serve 1,650 More Minnesota Farners ~ - Mankato Free Press, 
Aang? : May oe e 
. £ e 


$500,000,000 Postwar REA Plan Outlined - - - Star-Times, May 24, 


fois S. Plans Publicity to Discourage Expected Peace Migration to Land - - Wall 
- Street Journal, Nay 26 - - Department of Agriculture is laying its strategy now 
to curd an expected "back to the land" scramble when the war is over, 


100 Extensions of REA Service are Apr oved ~ ~ Mankato, Ninn., Free Press, Nay 24 - 
For Bluc Zarth-Nicollet County Cooperative Slectric Association, 


Bridle Business Bloons from Boys Cat Skinning - - Atlanta Journal - = W. H, 
McClendon of Carroll County runs thriving harness business with electric motors 
operated vy power from REA~-financed Douglas County Electric Menbership Corporation, 


June 1 - Loan to Craighead Rural Blectric Cooperntive Corporation will nake 
electric service available to 400 nore farms, bringing total number of farns 
to be served this year to 1100. 


_ REA Loans Expected to Benefit 1,100 Farms - - Arkansas Democrat, Little Rock, 


ee Miss Perkins Maps Postwar Econony - - New York Tines, June 2 «= - Secretary of 
ae: Labor Frances Perkins, sveaking at ILGWU convention, lists extension of rural 
electrification in her 18-point program for peace econony. 


IFarn Journal' Sets Up Information Exchange - ~ Advertising Age, June 5 - - 
Bureau for collection and dissemination of information about electricity and its 
relationship to agriculture opened, Data to ve made available to farmers, nanu- 
facturers, advertising agencies, wholesalers, farm electrical dealers, utilities, 
all RBA cooperatives, agriculturel” schools, experimental stations, county agents 
and the press, 


Utilities Studying Excess Capacity, New York Times, June 8. 


Since the May 31 issue of the Digest, 31 clippings on the Senate investigation 
of REA have Deen received, 
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“mEaOTRIC FARM - - U.°S. SEES $5 BILLION POSTWAR MARKET IN WIRING AND APPLIANCES-- 

HAS $200 MILLION READY (William. Parker, Wall Street Journal, June 6) - - A $5 

lion demand for new farm electric appliances and for power lines to energize 

em, will be released at the end of the war, it is estimated by the Government ... 

)f that amount , federal experts believe that $1, 625 million will have to be invented 

in generators, “poles, transformers, conductors, engineering services and labor, The 

Rural Electrification Administration is all sét to jump into this job on a big scale. 

S. The agency has already approved and allotted $100 million for new distribution 

systems. Plans for an additional $100 million have nearly reached the approval 

_ stage... The total equals half the amount REA has theme in its nine years of | 

. pextsvence, . . 

REA estimates that within 18 months after the, attics a program to bring 

electricity to a millih farms will be well under way, That's as Many more con- 

» sumers as it now serves... ... 

oe Bringing clectricity to a farm makes the farmer a ena See el for a 

variety of other items, A well-lighted room could enoourage the farmer to read 

_ more, Consequently he is a better prospect for books and magazines. If he needs 

anew heating plant, he has electricity for an oil burnor ~-e « The potential 

sales ramifications of rural electrification are. almost endless, the Government 
Mees 5, 

Another group of customers are the ean pane schools, and rural busi 
nesses that get powerwhen electricity comes into a new area, The owner of the 
country store may want an electric sign,. moat slicer, a computing cash register, 

a coffee grinder, and a refrigerating show case, Schools and many churches will 
- want electric kitchen appliances, motion-picture projectors, public address sys- 
tems and radios, 


SAYS ELECTRIC CO-OP PLANNING BIG EXPANSION (Little Rock Gazette, Little Rock, Ark., 

May 25) ~ -'Testimony concerning plans of the Ark-La Electric Cooperative to sup- 

ply.. cheap power to rural cooperative members after the war was presented to the 

state Utilities Commission yesterday by four power Pomp 8 secking to have Ark- 

La brought under full commission control, , 
P, A. Lasley, Little Rock Lawyer representing the companies, made no attempt 

= to prove, as alleged in the complaint, that Ark-La was selling electricity at a 

/ wyrofit and in competition with the privete companies to the Defense Plant Corpora- 


pre. tion, owner of the Jones Mill aluminun plant noar Hot Springs. 

oa Instead he introduced into tho record through C, S. Lynch, Vi cowbress ante of 
cs . Arkansas Power and Light Company, one of the complainants, exhibits seeking to show 
ee Ark-La intended postwar—competition under a plan to serve most of rural Arkansas 
ae southwest of a line extending from Benton County in the northwest to Arkansas 

_-—~—s countyin the southeast .. .. 

ae Mr. Lasley . . charged that ‘the Rural Electrification Administration, parent 
Pe of Ark-La, "night come in here and hi-jack this’ departnent Raper some war or other 
pad emergency power," ... 

~~ «John A, Sherrill, attorney for Ark-La, declaring that Mr. Lasley's remarks 


_  +“"sound like a political speech," said the issue of competition with the power 
_ companies had been decided when the commission two years ago granted a permit , to 
build the eae River line (to Defense Plant A ea aluninun plent _at Lake 
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. MILITY: MAN CALLS FOR "ENERGETIC AND LIBERAL PROGRAM OF RURAL ELECTRIFICATION" 

“(fron story "22% Reserve Noted in Electric Power", New York Times, June 7, describ- 

oo ange EEI annual eoneentr on) Ree FS ml gee eg. ig) PILUAR president of the New Jersey 
Power and Light Company and chairman of the institute! s postwar planning con- 


eo: mittee, called for a "liberal and energetic rural electrification program" as one 
ace of the primary ains of the power industry. 

ee "It is becoming increasingly clear," he said, "that within a very few yeers 
‘Sows 


the bulk of our rural homes and farms will be electrified, either by us or by the 
_  kural Electrification Administration cooperatives. It is up to the utilities to 
_ determine how much of this business they will have, Sie 
"Let me emphasize that the REA is pursuing a militant course, and we will need 
to push actively our rural electrification prograns if we are to serve the | PIORRCEaR 
ive customers now in our areas, 


> > EUSINEss MEW PRAISE WORK OF REA CO-OP (Post-Dispatch, complete edition, June 5) - - 

eet The work of the Crawford Electric Cooperative at Bourbon, which serves nore than 700 
rural consuners in the area, has been praised by business and professional nen of 

jteelville, Missouri, for re wholesone effect upon community growth and prosperity. 


~ Wekinned the crean" of consumers in tho rural aroas. . . 


Tex 


Se re Sh ht Or Gy Ly ike ce asa 


_ sale, 


~ and power, and with that in view the Rural Blectrificntion Adninistration is. 


Massachusetts, northern Connecticut and in Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont ... 


The commendation was included in a eure tne addressed to nenbers of the ge 
cooperative, which is managod by Fred Abbott. The business nen cited the benefits | Lag 
of the ural electrification service to the present war food production progran,. Piss 
and predicted that yroposed projects ef the organization would be of great benefit . a 
to farmers in the area in the postwar period... oh 


MUST DO MORE, REA IS TOLD (Atlanta Constitution, May 26) Yo ural electric 
cooperatives through which some 65,000 farm familics are ‘now obtaining light and 
power must Go more in the future than simply nake the service evailable, if the 
statewide vonture is to succeed and grow Sars saa in the opinion of lesders in 
this nhase of Georgia life. 

The point’ was nade emphatically by  spenkers who yesterday addressed the nhete ae 
ing at the state capitol of the Georgia . Electric Mombership Corporation, made up. 
of coonerative organizations federally. assisted through the Rural Bloctrification 
Administration... ay 

- The special necting, acerding to. Waltor Harrison, Vice President. of the croup, 
had been called to consider action’on lowering rates charged the cooperntives by ah 
the Georgia Power Conpany and other utilities which furnish then power at whole- _ 
Hand other encroachments on the cooperatives being made by the private con— 
so” “This letter ph-se concerned charges nade that private companies greed 


Harrison said he would: recommend appointment of a permanent connittee to nbet? 
with power conpany officials at rept ey intervals to adjust and, insofar as " posatitle 
prevent any nisunderstandings which hight keen doth organizations fron Matis in 
harmony toward the gencral improvement “ond proesress of Georgia. , 

(Similar story: "REA Seeks Closer Tie With Utilities," Atlanta Journal, May 26) 


REA PROGRESS (editorial, Atlanta Journal, May 26) - - Lower-cost power to hoskelate 
rural electrification systems, as pledged by Chairman Wnlter McDonald of the Pub— 
lic Service Comission, will prove a healthy stimulus to those nlready thriving 
coorerative org sani zations. It will enable then, in these times of general farn 
prosperity, to step up their amortization of overhanging debt to a beneficient 
governnent., The sooner the corporations pay back the Treasury money advanced 
to them, the stronger will be their sense of independence and the nore offec- ve 
tive will be their requirement of good managoment ,... 3 
Most of them have had superb management and... as a whole, they have nade 
finencial records to be srot.d of, Lower price for the power they buy will nore % 
strongly entrench then in solvency against harder tines, 


RURAL POWER LINE TO OPEN TOMORROW (Utica Daily Press, June 2) - - After a brief eo aia 
cerenony, a switch will be thrown open at 10 tomorrow morning in a building on é 
ve Ross Clark fars near Eaton and electric current will go surging through . hs. 
early 20 niles of lines of the Oneida-Madison Blectric Cooperative for the Re ey 

Aaah tine. ga 

Opening of that portion of the cooperntive's lines will bring clectricity | 
to about 60 farms which never before have had that modern convenience and will 
mark the first completion of work on any section of the lines which the coopera~ 
tive bezan stringing late last fall... 

Participating in the ceremony will bo Allan Arness, field representetive 
for the Rural Electrification Administration ... 


ELECTRIC RATES CUT (Albany AP story in New York Tines, June 8) - - Reduction of. 
electric rates »y the New York State Electric and Gas Corporation, estinated to he 
save custoners $224, 200 annually, was announced today by the Public Servico Con- uae Cal 


DPSSLON Ys. 8. . ae 
HERE'S LIGHT FOR NEW MEXICO (from "Farn Wer News," Clovis (N.M.) News Journal, May = 
25) - - Electric power lines financed by federal loans now bring electricity to a Lees 
more than 2,500 rural consumers in New Mexico. pany. 

Only 1300 New Mexico farms had central station electric service on May ll, Bai.) 
1935, when President Roosevelt established tho Rural Electrification Adninistra- Pee ai 


tion by executive order, Now as RUA enters its tenth year, 6400 farms . . are eee 
electrified, ;. . " un 


RURAL ELECTRIFICATION (editorial, Springfield, Mass., Nows, May 18) - - Modern + 


nethods in agriculture have made it almost a necessity to have electric light 


planning $6 extend its field of operations 5. . 
Many of the 3,500, 060 unelectrified farns are in remote sections of Western 


DOBS FARM ELSCTRIFICATION AID THE WAR EFERT? (excerpt fron a broadcast, KS00, 


Sioux Falls, S. D., June 1) -—.. . Will electrifying farns now aid in the 
war effort? Thore is no avai poset bie there. Name any appliance you went 


to, and you'll see that it-is a time --and labor-saving device, and that's what 

we are after: to save ‘sine, to do nore especially now when the labor probdlen mi - 
is serious. Back in the claod ° ‘old days a farmer used to say that he worked fron 
daylight to dark as soon as spring's work beg Ba Now, when everyone is working : 
overtine, the farner finds that he too can do his chores and Feel athe: hehe rae de 
because of the fact that he has electricity in his barn and yard 


sigh 
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-ROVES REA LOAN FUND Bean AP dispatch, Post-Dispatch, June 21) - - 
e Hous e today accepted the Senate's amendment giving the Rural Hectrifica- 
inistration power to borrow $40,000,000 from the Reconstruction Finance 
tion. This was double the amount the House originally had appropriated 

to REA. (Similar story, Wash. Post, June 21.) (Note: This story was not 


rect. The approved loan fund for jane is sa i 000,000, from‘ Reconstruttion | 
ance: @ Corporati on; ) , 
145, 918 FARM SUPPLY BILL PaSSzD or ee ee AP eens in Giobe pavoeeeet 
ve’ 23) ~.~-House acceptance: of a.modified ban against. political activity by 
agriculture. Department enployees. sent to the White House today the $562,145, 918 | 
riculture-supply bill for. the. fiscal wear starting, July 1. 
" &S Worked out by, a. Senate. — House. conference, comnittee, the political action 
clause prohibits use of any, funds.for. the salaries of employees who violate the | 
Hatch anti+politics act or the statute prohibiting legislative activity, such as die 
Bnet ine. Ay. hha Mauka Nhisticestnt While on. government time. 8 ; 
ee ‘UNITS OPPOSE BID BY UIILITY. ‘Ghowd avidle. ‘Courier-Journal, June 24) - - trpenaten 
my et our: ruraly electrification farmer. cooperatives in, Hagstern Kentucky will be en-~ 
ee: dangered if an application now pending before the Kentucky Public Service Com- 
Mission is-granted, managers oF the four cooperatives told a special session of 
_ REA manzgers:here yesterday, , «| 
fern. Referring to, ee application filed by the. ‘Kentucly & West Virginia Power Co. a 
to construct by 100 miles of line.in the vicinity. of West Liberty, Prestonbure, - mes 
| _ Flemingsburg and Pinieville, they stated. the application includes several hundred 
miles of line for which their. cooperatives previously have been granted certi-- ae 
_ ficates, wut which expired when construction became impossible because of the war. . a 
The cooperatives have until July 15.to file infomation concerning menbership, a 
financial condition, maps and proposed. lines with the Public Service Commissionw .. | 
fant Principal speaker at the session was. W.'B. Herring, chief of REA's Coopera-_ te) 
tives! Operations Division. Mrs... Elva Bohannan, REA home economist, presented. a. 
demonstration on dehydrated foods. . ; 
. W. L. Sturtevant, REA regional. officer, told the group funds are accumulating © 
for postwar expansion of RHA. A-"stop-order" on funds given local copper pt ayes | 
for construction before the war by the national REA organization assures that” 
these funds will be avatiable wien the war is over, he said. 


RESIDENTS OPPOSE CO-OP. EXPANSION OVER BORDER. (Electrical World, June 17) - - Rxbend a 
sion of the holdings of a southern Oregon REA cooperative into northern California 
was sought in a recent effort of Coos Plectric Cooperative, Inc., to purchase the aha 
Crescent City, Calif., water and power properties of Public Utilities California Be ky 
Corp. for $245,000. 
Efforts of residents of Del oi County, in which Crescent City is situated, — 
_ to block the proposed transaction by forming a county-wide public utilities dis- a, 
~~ trict and purchasing ‘the properties for their own use, failed at a Fecent election | bi 
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 anday task of nilking 35 cows becomes more than just a chore when you pass the half 
entury mark, It becomes a drudgery. So Sunday, May 16, 1943, when their cheatin’, af 
1 machine was s installed, looms as a red-letter day in the lives of ‘. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Walter P. Chenoy of LaVergne, Tennessee. ey ae 
"This is our son's farm," Mr. Chency explains. "Charles is in the amy Bowe 
ond Ma and I came out here to keep the farm runriing so that he has something to Aas 
cone home +o. And to do our part to help our country too, I expect. Rotem ce i 
_ at the present time the Chonoys are averaging 10,000 pounds of milk a month 
from their herd. The milk goes to the nearby bomber aiabase: 
Putting cloctricity into overalls is more than a labor-saver that has nem 
the Chenoys to continue with their 35-cow herd. They'll tell you that it's a a 
dollar-saver too. « « The Cheneys are members of the Middle Tenn. Blec-Menb.Corpe Bi 
LLINOIS FARMING IN WARTIME (extension of remarks of Senator Lucas, trilinear Cone 
eressional Record, June 22) — — Electric power on farms played a significant | et 
pe rt in’ our record war production. From he time the Rural Hlectrification Ad- PA) 
ministration was created in 1935 until the end of 1943, more than $480,000,000 in Be 
loans were nade to provide electric povor to American farmers, and $22,000,000 for 
the State of Illinois. Most of these loans were made to farmer cooperatives. »« « 
At the end of 1943 borrowers were more than $15,000,000 ahead of schedule in Pay ae 
ing their loans for the United States and $1,252,000 for Illinois, cE be: 
During the period 1935 through 1943 the proportion of farns having electric Rai 
sorvice jumped from 10.4 per cent to 40,4 per cent for the United States and ee 
fron 12.3 per cent to 52.9 per cent for Illinois... a 


Mu 


a 
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RURAL RATES LOWERED (editorial, Burlington, vt., Free Press) - - Commendation is | 
due whoever is responsible for the plan which has been worked out whereby charges 
ees rural electric service furnished by five of the larger Vermont electric 
utility companies will be reduced quite naterially. «.. It must be admitted that. 
the private companies are making a real off>rt to get their rates down where they 


“will be attractive to farmers in areas not already served by electric tines am 


ans 


A MILLION-—DOLLAR REDUCTION IN ELECTRIC RaTEs (Georgia. Power CO. SovErth aehenee 
Macon Telegraph, June 7, and other papers) ~ - Reduction in the electric rates of 
the Georgia Power Company which will save more than a nillion dollars a year for 
RES rural electric cooperatives, DERLON DATS SS and business tien went into — 
effect June l. 

Thirty-two rural cooperatives buy their power from the Apseeay Power Go. 
and resell it to their owm menbers. The rate reductions will save about $45,000 
a year, or ten per cent of the er bs they are now paying for electric power, The 
average price per kilowatt hour to the cooperatives will be reduced to the low 
figure of 8 mills. Another important step in the widespread use of electric ser- 
vice on Georgia's farms. 


ELECTRICITY AND FARMS (editorial, Lancaster, Penn., Intelligencer Journal, June 10) 
--A goverment survey estimates that in the postwar periodthe denand for new 
farn electric appliances and for power lines to serve farms will anount to five 
billion dollars. 

Farners as a rule, the survey says, are wisely salting away nost of their 
surplus income -- total farm income this year is estinated at $22 billion, an 
all-tine record; and part of this will be spent in buying electric nilking 
machines, electrified fences, television sets and a host of tine-saving equipment 
in the house and around the farn, 

The survey reveals, however, that six farms out of every ten, more then half, 

nove no electrical appliances at all for the simple reason that they have no 
electricity available. 

This is a challenge to the private public utility concerns of the nation to 
snoread abroad their facilities wherever feasible in rural sections. The Rural — 
Dlectrification Administration is reported planning to spend over a billion dollars — 


fas at 


in extension of Povey Sees after the war. We ore og sighs of Pe enough vo belt ct aaa 
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> industry, not a federal agency, should take the initiative in this power ex- 
ean ‘program. 

d 

MARKED (Wichita Eagle, June 13) - - Manufacturers who anticipate a trenendous 
ket for household appliances when the war is over have their eyes on the farms 
well as urban centers. « . 

Manufacturers are taking the position the man on the farm wants and is en- 
itled to the same conveniences now enjoyed by his city brother, Electricity is 
1e basis of these conveniences. In order to enjoy them the farmer will spend 
Lions in the sie innediately after the end of the war. 


i 5s POWER BILL CHANGED (Journal & Star, Lincoln, Nebr., June 11) - - Recommenda- 
tions were made by 0. A. Sorensen, legal counsel for 11 rural public power dis— 
ricts, that the next session of the legislature make two changes in present 

ower legislation which he believes will be beneficial to the. districts. 

} Sorensen asked that the present law be changed in such a way as to permit 
ae public power SE a to merge with one another or to buy property from each 
other, 

Be He made his recomendations to the legislative counct 1's subcomi ttee on 

f power waich closed a two-day hearing here Saturday. . . 


x FARMS AND ELECTRICITY (Indiana Farmers Guide, June 15) ~ - On May 11 rural elec- 
‘trification was nine years old in Indiana. Only 23,000 Indiana farms had central 
/s¥ation electric service on May 11, 1935, Today more than 130,000 Indiana farms - 
70% of all farms in the state -- are electrified. . . Not a single dollar was. 

Beata on REA loan accounts in ‘Indiana on April l. 


ar WAR BOND PRIZE CONTEST ON ELECTRICITY IN FOOD PRODUCTION IN FULL SWING (Utah farndet 
June 10) - - Prizes of $50 to $150 in War Bonds are being offered by the Utah Power ~ ah 
and Light Company for the best letters telling "how our family is using electricity ie: 
<, help tek) food for victory." hal RE an 


a 


ITIMS OF INTEREST TO REA STARE 


ss General Utility Rate Cut Trend to Avoid Excess Profits Tax Seen ~ - — 
et Times, June 16, 


ss Overtime Pay theeed! for U. 8. Workers - - Jerry Kluttz, Washington pone 
_ §$tates that President Roosevelt has described as "fundamentally sound! 


dation that Federal workers be paid brue tine-and-a-half for overtime, 
raise from 21% to 30%. 


ca SEC Opens Hearings on Utility Plan to Sell to Cooperatives - - New. York 
Bi Tribune, June 13, - ~ Bid of $2,115,000 by three Ohio co-ops for Ohio-Mi land 
ss Light and Power Co. is accepted, ie ey 


ir enaly” Porch Lights Signal Advent of Electricity in Tennessee Dyellings ~ 
George L, Peterson in Minneapolis Star-Journal, June 14, is 
Mobile Power Plant Designed for Army = ~ New York Times, June 22 -- “Maw ae 
steam turbine package~type power plant with an output of 500 kilowatts — 
re at Meeting of american Society of Mechanical shanna a 


Rie: UVlLity Company to Spend $500,000 for Rural Work — =» Binghamton, N, hp ain ‘ead: Sane 
15. - - New York State Electric and Gas Corporation appropriates additional half iu 
million rsitga at aa rural eleptric line deipthrae chileyt in its aise this Bec 
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ila to Tap Farm Market ‘= - Adapt Stuff to Local Sisee a - Hlectrical Merchandising, | ae 
_ dune issue ~ - C. P. Wagner of Northern States Power Co. has gotten together an 
Seas encyclopedia of rural electrical applications fo eee riveenensy ste iiieiey sea. 


pe Takes More than Price’ Appeal to Sell the Farmer Pik aeen -- : Blestntest Hark: 
chandising, June - - Utility's service must be dependable, the manufacturer must 


ey local repair facilities, and the famstead must de, ie Unga eet and eee 
ites Electric Rate Cut (Little Rock AP di spatch in New York Times, June 26) -- a 
; Arkansas Utilities Commission orders Arkansas Power and Light Co. to reduce its ae 


tes $975,000 a year. (©. Hamilton Moses, APEL pres ident, indicates his campeny 
er to State courts, 


the “Shine -15 issue of The Press Digest, 36 vi vepideet concerning ‘the Senvtalae 


ee of RHA have been received. : | se : RG: 
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REA CO- OSERATIVES UNDER FIRE (Missouri. Farmer, July 1) One of the finest 
things to come from Congress has been the REA, which has financed 38 rural 
electric co-operatives in Missouri as well as numerous others throughout the 
Nation. In this issue of the Missouri Farmers, Ansel Moore, president of the 
Missouri State Rural Electrification Association, tells of the status of 
rural electrification in Missouri. 

Only 25% of Missouri's farms have been electrified, Mr. Moore tells us. 
There's an old saying that “Everything comes to him who waits." But this Goon 
apply to electric power. FARMERS HAVE GOT TO GO AFTER IT. And then some. For 
powerful ehenies ere working tooth and toensil to keen the REA from finoncinz 
more rural electric co-operatives.. 

REA is not giving any money dvaly Farmers simply borrow money at interest 
to finance. these co-operatives, and, according to Ansel Moore, thus far they have 
paid back. ‘every cent of the pr fief as it came due, plus interest. Is it 
not a proper function of the government to help people do Something they cannot 
do for themselves? Has not government aided private industry and big business 
time and . again, the RFC's bailing business out of trouble being a notable example? 

:; Yes, farmers will have to fight to keep the gains they have made in rural 
electrification. We'll have to fight to extend the benefits of electric power. 
We'll have to fight to protect and maintain REA, which has meant so much already 
to agriculture and can mean so much in the future. 


REA LOANS EXCEED HALF BILLION MARK (Globe-Democrat, July 4) - -, Acting pbieiaiateator 
William J. Neal of the Rural Electrification Administration yesterday authorized 
REA loans of $1, 222,500 to 27 borrowers in ‘17 states, bringing the all- time total 
past the $500,000, 000 mark. 

The new loans, first of the fiscal year, will be used br Sacked PEy for line con~ 
struction ation S668 under War Production Board regulations vermitting ‘connection :: 
to existing lines of farms qualifying for electric service on the basis of wartime 
food production capacity.... (A picture in the Star-Times, July 5, shows Mr. Neal | 
signing the administrative orders for the allotments. A similar story appeared in’ 
the Post Dispatch complete edition, July 6 and in the Wall Street Journal and New ~ 
York Journal of Commerce, July 5.) 


CELEBRATE AS NEW POWER LINE IS ENERGIZED (Freeman's Journal, Cooperstown, N. Y., 
June 28) - - By the simple act of closing a switch Saturday afternoon at Oaksville, 
David Brown of Oneonta, president of the Otsego Electric Co-operative, placed the 
new farmer-owned electric service that brings electric power to 89 farms in 
Otsego county and Herkimer ‘Township in Herkimer county in operation. 

The all-day and evening celebration of the completion of this line which has 
been under construction for some time, started in the morning at Oaksville with 
more than 250 members of the co-operative and their families present. 7 

The "March of Time" motion picture crews recorded parts of the energization 
and the dance that evening and took many pictures at the farms and homes of many 
co-operative members. 

Honor guests fric Titled the Rev. W. E. Hubbard. of the Hartwick Christian Church; 
Judge Roscoe Harper of Syracuse; Fred W. Loomis, co-op attorney; John Kissel, 
manager; State Senator Walter W. Stokes; Allyn A. Walters, chief of REA'S. Infor 
mation Division and C. W. Sees of Ng General Electric Company.. * 


CO-OP EXPANSION TOLD AT MINNESOTA STATEWIDE MEETING (St. Payl Pioneer Sedae Kits 
26) - - A million farm families in the United States are getting electricity 

through their own co-operative systems under the Rural Electrification Administratim 
plan, William J. Neal, deputy administrator of REA, told. hia iy of Minnesota 
co-operatives at Wil mar Sunday.. sweet 

Speaking at a mortgage burning celebration of the Kandiyohi: Electric Co-opera-. 
tive, Neal declared that five tar Aacniiciues confront . REA co-operative boards 
in the postwar world. . 

They are: building a well. sitdgada | active and loyal leadership; maintaining 
democratic representation and control in the face of continuous physical expansion; 
building and maintaing good community relations with all groups, advancing rural 
living; providing dependable electric service on @ complete area coverage basis; and 
providing instructive leadership for co-operatives. 


SLATTERY SEES ELECTRIFICATION GREAT FARM AID (Columbia, S. C., State, June 25) 

- - Harry Slattery, REA administrator, in Columbia to receive. an honoFary dogrce 
from the University of South Carolina today, said yesterday his organization 
already has a blueprint of plans for the postwar era. He expects electrificction 
of farms, the consequent labor-saving and freezing of fruits and vegetables that 
will be possible with power lines in the rural areas to revolutionize country life. 


» 


~~ = 


cv 
The administrator expects the great expansion in electrification efter the war 
to provide jobs for many of the returned soldiers, particularly those with 
engineering training. He expects a tremendous market for refrigerators, 
electrically-driven pumps, cold storage facilities and other such supplies to 
follow this expansion .... 


REA LOAN FUNDS. FIXED (Electrical World, June 24) - - .... The Agriculture 
Appropriation bill was still to be dealt with Finally early this week but its 

main point of’ interest to the power industry - - the appropriation of loan funds 
for the Rural Electrification Administration - - had been settled by a compromise - 
setting the sum at’-$25,000,000. Chairman Clarence Cannon ... told:-the House ; 
that he was "sure" that if the material situation improved sufficiently to require. 
more loan funds: for REA, a deficiency appropriation would be approved. Rep. John. 
E. Rankin ...-told the House that REA has $100,000,000 worth of applications 
pending... ‘The Pace Bill, extending the life of REA indefinitely, remained in 
conference, without dispute on its provisions affecting REA. 


CO-OP AT NEOSHO ALLOWED TO BUY ROLLA ELECTRIC CO. (Jefferson City UP dispatch 
in Star-Times, June 28) - - The Public Service Commission yesterday finally 
authorized the sale of the Southern Public Service Co. of Rolla to the New-Mac 
Electric Co-operative, Inc., of Neosho for $170,000. 

The commission previously had approved the sale. on the ‘condition the co-op- 
erative would re-organize under provisions of state law. 


SALE OF UTILITY TO FARM POWER GROUP BEFORE SEC (Philadelphia item in Post-Dispatch, 
July 10) - - The sale of Missouri Southern Public Service Company's physical assets 
to New-Mac Electric Co-operative, Inc., Neosho, Mo., for a base price of $170,000, 
an will be considered at a reconvened hear ine July 21, the Securities and Exchange 
Commission announced today. 
Missouri Southern is a subsidiary of Associated Electric Co. 


GOVERNOR STRESSES NEED FOR "JUST PEACE" (Grand Forks, N.D., Herald, June 18) 

- - A tremendous obligation rests on our nation to take every precaution to see 
that a just peace is made ... Governor John Moses of ‘North Dakota said Saturday at 
the annual meeting of the Nodak Rural. Electric Co-operative, Inc..... The govern- 
ment should undertake development of some projects as, for example, rural electri- 
as Soe and the Miss our river basin project now being discussed in Congress, he 
said. 


MINNESOTA FAMILIES GIVEN REA AWARDS (Minneapolis pry June 23) —_ 

Two Minnesota farm families are among 60 that have received the Rural Electrifica- 
tion Administration's food production award "for distinguished service in production 
of the nation's food through the use of electric power." They are John Larson of: 
Bixby and A. R. Peterson“ of Litchfield, 


REA GIVES SUMMARY OF AWARDS IN NORTH CAROLINA (Durham ay ab 26) -- aie 
North Carolina farms have been given special awards “for distinguished war. 
service in the production. of the nation's food through the use of electric power" 
by Rural Electrification Administrator Harry Slattery, announces David S. Weaver, 
head of the Agricultural Engineering Department at State College... 

Sixty farms in the nation have received the award. Twenty-four of the award- 
winning farm families said that electric power had enabled them to maintain or . 
increase food production in spite of the loss of the services of 13 sons: and 
28 hired men who were in the armed services or working in war plants.... ae 


RURAL ELECTRIC DEMANDS: (St. Paul Pioneer Press, June 29).- - Rural electrification 
programs calling. for:expenditures of more than 3.5 billion, dollars: are anticipated 
in postwar plans: of the Rural Electrification Administration and from reports of . 
postwar planning committees of the U. S.:Department of Agriculture .... Unless 
there is runaway inflation in agricultural land, most potential rural consumers will 
be in a better position to buy:electrical equipment immediately after the war than 
they have been in many years 
Rationing and price controls will be necessary for some time after the: wer ana 
the government will have to plan extension of the rural electrification program: so © 
that it will padence ObF, valleys in huqdnese cycles and not raise the peaks. .. 
YOU THINK THE: “RARMER'S LUCKY? (Rylie Ellis Tuttle in Luootst unis aMarane aa July) 
- - .... I confess quite frankly that life on our farm in these days isnot the . 
drudgery it was 20 years ago ... Electricity is a -blesaing you city folks can never 
appreciate. It's wonderful to open the refrigerator and take out nice, clean ice 
cubes instead of trudging to the ice-house and digging hunks of dirty pond ice out 
of the sour straw, It's magical to turn on the radio and get the pt AEE Sh rks 
tions two minutes after they are posted ... 


WHAT WILL HAPPEN BY 1950? (Margaret Maunder's column, Globe-Democrat, Bate a; 

; tangswors py 29,- persons, chosen at random) 
is u - - “kural electrification will.take the drudgery ont. pee Petia act a 
aonP to have a 1 washing ARR IDE 3 POET BORE iit vacuum Renney and complete plumbing. 


Wetll be raising food for the world and science will make farming less hazardous 
economically and at the same time easier on the farmer.” - - Mrs. L. J. Buckner, 
Kinder Post, Mo. 


THAT'S WHAT WE'LL BUY (Wallace's Farmers, July 1) - - “The first thing I get when 
the place is wiréd-will’be an electric refrigerator .... Soon's we get electricity, 
Tl. put an electric pump in. I'm tired of pumping by, hand when the windmill stops 
In Greene County, Iowa, the REA has been operating for seven years, From 
headquarters at Jefferson, REA lines run out over parts of nine counties ... 
Carl Johnson, Manager , says everybody wants lights first. What next? "Women want — 
a washing machine and an electric iron," he said. “Refrigerators come high on the 
list, too. So do toasters. When deep-freeze units are available, farm women will 
want to get those, also." 
"The men talk a lot about lights as a help in doing chores. Pumping water | 
comes nigh, too. On the dairy farms, electric milking machines get 2 big vote. 


HERE'S A MESSAGE (Commercial from radio newscasé, Central ‘Hardware Co., KXOK, 
July 5 and 8) - - Here's a message from Central Hardware of special interest 
to-property owners who have just been given electric service through REA. While 
electric lights and labor-saving appliances are a real boon, one of the grandest 
things about electricity is the luxury of a refreshing bath and the convenience of 
an indoor toilet that you may have with an electric water pump. With such a pump 
you,'11 abso. be able to water the stock more easily and do the million and - one | 
other chores for which you need water on the farm ,... ; 


IOWA FARMERS ARM FOR PEACE (Country Gentleman, July).- - ... "Farm women talk of . 


the things they will have for their homes after the war," said Mrs. Paul Mitchell of 
Reinbeck, chairman of the Farm Bureau Home Project work ..... Electrical applicances 


which they have never owned or which will need to be replaced head the list, IL 
believe, along with making their homes more modern. The home freezer is sonething 
new which interests us. We have found that locker-preserved food is a success and _ 
- we like it. However, a locker doesn't have the capacity and it is quite a distance 
from the nearest locker to many a farm stove. So q believe farm families will be 
thinking about buying home freezers after the war. 
"We farm people don't want to lose the standards of living which we have gained { 
‘in the past few FOaES 5 and which we hope will continue to rise ae yee the war . 


INDIANA CO-OPERATIVE MANAGER AWARDED SAFETY MEDAL teil Bhiich Ind. , Banner > ¥ 
June 28) - - Thomas E. Cooper, manager of the Rural Electric Membership Corporation 


~ of: Harrison county, was presented the President's Medal of the National Safety 


Council Friday ... in recognition: of his saving the lives of two men after they 
had received a high- voltage shock near Laconia, March 25, 1944 ... Among those 
present at the ceremony was Karl B. Crawford, REA venmesentats 16. 


SOUTH DAKOTA FARMERS PLAN ELECTRIFICATION (Sioux Falls Argus-Leader, June 22) - - 

Farmers in Sanborn, Davison, Miner and Hanson counties have completed organization 
prior to building a rural electrification line, construction of whieh is promised 

by REA officials to begin eight months after the war ends. About 500 farmers have 
attended meetings held in Davison, Sanborn and Miner counties 


THIS IS NO FAIRY TALE (Davenport, Iowa, Democrat & Leader, Jane F) eae 

REA has given electricity to 60,000 Iowa farm homes, many of which would otherwise 
depend on antiquated methods of illumination ... Their occupants have reason for 
everlasting gratitude to an administration which had the vision and the courage to 
say “there will be and there must be electricity within reach of every farm home. 
in America and at a price that will make its installation possible." 


ALONG THE WAY (by 0. B. A,, Willmar Daily Tribune; Willmar, ‘Minn., June 26) 

While attending the REA gathering recently, we Spoke of the fine progress made 
throughout the nation in bringing electricity to our farms. We could see a bright 
future ahead -- this thing should grow and expand. There are some, a very powerful 
group, who do not relish the growth of this co-operative. They dread to observe 
these lines built. A job which they themselves have not done when they had the 
chance. Now, it is sour grapes that someone else has been able to accomplish the 
task. But, more than mere lines, these interests fear even more, the building of 
REA moneratine plants. That really hurts. And so we were told that these interests 
are quietly pulling every string and scheming in diverse ways to throw obstacles into 
the path of this great movement. All of which means that the entire REA organization 
from top to bottom must be on its toes, ever vigilant against its enemies. 


ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THE STAFT 


A Showdown Vote on REA Policies Tuesday - — Emporia Gazette, June 19, « - Special 
election to select new board of directors for Lyon County Electric Co-operative, 
June 20, ) ; : 


Real Estate Board Hears Utility Head - ~ Texarkana, Ark., Gazette, June 17, - - 
W. E, Bann, vice-president of Southwestern Gas & Electric Co., refers to the current. 
trend to "socialize the power industry ath ae the Rural Electrification Adminis- 
tration," | | : 


Hanson oie RGA Move They Beet eit bet -~ » Sioux Falls, 5S. D., Argus-Leader, June 28, 
- - Two hundred farmers attend gh apg meeting preparatory to organizing cO-OD,. 


Farm Market Will Be A Big Ono After the War ~ = - Jackson, Miss., Olarion-Ledger, 
June’ 24, . . 


Postwar.Plans Reveal Social Consciousness - - Wied" aes aver iio to weate igus Ba, 
~ — Extension of. rural electrification listed in prizo-winning letter ontored in 
Tribune-Herald's "Postwar Program Contest." | 


Republican Platform Shows Emphasi's ‘Placed on Domostic Issues Swiletagtbn Star, 
June 28, and many other papers, ~ + Platform lists "sound oxtonsion of rural t 
electrification ,service to the farn,". . 


Big Expansion Seen for Food Lockers - = New York Times, July ter 
Plan to Bar City Suits to Condemn Utilities ee -~ Post-Dispatch, June wip 


Business Briefs ~ - Washington Post, June 30, ~ - D, J. DeBoer. naned director of 
Copper Wire Enginecring Association with headquarters ag 506 Olive Strect, ie wrens 


z 


More Farm Homes Using Blodivtaley ~ ~ Raleigh, N. C. siemtenie’ & Observer, | June 2. 
Resorts for Sale - ~ classified-ad, Post-Dispatch, July 2. - - Excerpt: .1.°. "REX 


electricity will be available innediately after the war; contracts signed and 
stock certificates issued, 2 | : aS 


The ROA Carries On - ~ Wetie ingen nae eo W. Resid. sass fA wt June 24, + — Ad- 
vocates abolition of REA, a ai PAK, 


Give Blectricity Credit on Farn - de St. Cloud, “Kinn,, Tines, Juno 24, 
Blectricity Serves 25% of Tennessee Farms - = Tennessee: Pari Burosu Nows, July 4 


Since the dune 30 isme of The piuNeae! pee antsy news stories and editorials 
have appeared with reference to ‘the alleged "political donination" of the icecie 
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POWER FOR RURAL AMERICA (Minneapolis Tribune, editorial, July 11) - - The fact that 
the Rural Electrification Administration completed the authorization of half a 
billion dollars in loans -to cooperating borrowers for farm .electrification. last 
week passed unnoticed. In times such as we are living, the authorization of 
such a sum seems small, particularly for a project which has. been operating since 
1935." Yet. the story of what has been happening to bring power and light to the 
farms of this country through this program of rural electrification amounts to a 
méchanical: revolution on our farms. . « « i 

The benefits of the program are permanent and are apparent everywhere in 
better farm living and more efficient farm operation. But its value has been 
particularly apparent during the critical war years when the demand for farm pro- 
duction has increased tremendously andthe manpower to make it possible has been 
SHOP G 6h oie torte ne: . scan 

In the postwar period a continuation of this sound expansion in the use of 
electricity:on the farms should be encouraged as part of a program of better liv- 
ing for rural America. : 


FEDERAL INVASION OF POWER FIELD HIT BY ATTORNEY (Texarkana, Ark,, Gazette, July 13) 
- - The federal government has the power, through its unlimited ability to tax, 
to put any private enterprise it chooses out of -business by subsidizing competition, 
Richard L. Arnold, Texarkana attorney, said Wednesday night in an address before 
the Kiwanis Club. :3 Cae | sane 
Arnold discussed the activities of the Federal Power Commission, the Rural 
Flectrification Administration, and the Federal Works Agency in Arkansas, point- 
ing out that these three "sinister" groups had attempted to undermine the work of 
private utilities in the state and set up an elaborate public utilities system 
_ that would endanger the continued operation of the private concerns. ,» + « He 
objected to the fact that the REA was allowed to obtain prierities for copper 
wire to build 200 miles of high-line from the Grand River Dam in Oklahoma to the 
Lake Catherine: aluminum plant after the members of the Southwest Power pool had 
agreed to transport the power over their lines at no cost to. the government. om « 


SOUTHWEST POWER POOL NOT INTERESTED IN ALUMINUM PLaNT RATE CUT (Arkansas Gazette, 
Little Rock, July 15) - - Representatives of the Southwest Power Pool, an associ- 
ation of electric companies which supply part of the power used by the Defense 
“Plant Corporation's Jones Mill aluminum plant, conferred with the State Utilities 
Commission yesterday about extending the contract beyond its expiration date 
July 31. The companies want to retain the present rate, approximately 7% mills 
per kwh. Chairman Marvin Hathcoat of the Commission said that although the 
Commission has favored a reduction, he thought present conditions justified the 
higher figure. +. « ‘page ; és 
The Ark-lLa Electric Cooperative, which also furnishes power to the plant at 
a lower rate, has indicated it was interested in withdrawing its service to the 
mill, he said... No formal application to renew the contract has been filed, 
Mr. Hathcoat said. ae 


HELPS PARALYSIS VICTIM (AP Dispatch in New York Times and New York Herald-TIribune, 
July 22) - - Electricity to operate an electric therapeutic apparatus for treat 
ment: of their baby, afflicted with infantile paralysis, is flowing into the farm 
home: of Mr. and Mrs. Lester Welle, near Milford, Iowa, as a result of a letter 


? a < ° 


Mrs. Welle wrote to. President Roosevelt. oT 


{ 
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The child was stricken a year ago, and electro-therapeutic treatment brought 
improvement. When the family decided to move to a farm that had no electricity, 
Mrs. Welle wrote the President that she fearcd the gains in the child's condition 
would be lost unless electricity were made available. 

The White House referred the letter to the Rural Mlectrification Administra- 
tion, which obtained WFB approval for immediate construction of a line to the Welle 
farm and others in the vicinity. 


FAMILY FARMING (editorial, New York Times, July 10) - - It is part of our nation's 
tradition that rural economy be based on the small farm. Now that science is 
entering agricultural production, some groups are alarmed lest the farming ~ 
philosophy of Jefferson be eliminated. Certain planners favor the large-scale 
“Barpgge! Cnn iens of agriculture . . « 

_ One of the factors already in operation which will help family farming hold 
rots own is rutal dlectrification. The nation's 6,000,000 farms will gradually 
become electrified. Aside from the éomforts it will bring to rural living, the 
economic result will be:that the farms can be operated more cfficicntly, Electric. 
power will enable .a general farmer to grind his own grains. Home-grown grains en- 
courage diversification based on livestock farming, the gu‘ ont and most PEabapgete 


. set-up forthe average farm. ... eo. 


 .» Many products hitherto thought of in terms of. human: en animal foods will in 
the future be raw materials for industry. ‘The ‘traditional family farm will work 
out. its place in tle schene of national ecmenlingg! economy. 


GOVERNOR STRESSES EXPANSION OF REA PLAN FOR AFTER WAR (Winston Salon Vaceente 

- Sentinel, July-2) - - Governor J. Melville Broughton of North Carolina, in 
- speaking before the fifth annual mecting of the Randolph Electric Memborship 
Corporation here yesterday, strongly stressed. the nced for an onlargémént of the 
Rural Electrification Authority program after the war as the mpaaeyyel | means of 
solving. the.farm labor problen, 

"The farm," he said must be made attractive to ahd young. men we return or 
more will leave it for the city and industry. They have become more conscious 
of the bigness of modern machinery and industry and will not be content to re- 
Main on an outmoded farm without modern convenicnces. -One answer there is — 
electricity." . pick 

_ + The American farmer will play a great part in the rehabilitation of agri- a 
Paice in Europe after the war, he said, and. the farm labor problem must be * = 
met. satisfactorily before this can be donc. . ee 

In the future, Governor Broughton said, the farms without the benefits of 
electricity may as well be of the Stone Age because there Wide be a swift trend 
toward industry and machincry - te ao 8 . 


BURN AN REA MORTGAGE (photograph and caption in The Farmer, July 15) - - This: 
photo, taken at Willmar, Minn., June 26, shows the burning of the first mort- 
gage given tothe government ‘by the Kandiyohi REA. .It was for $97,000 and was 
repaid 19 years before it was due. — 


THE NEW FARM HAND - ELECTRICITY (Ellen Roemer in Nebraska Farmer, July 15, leading 
article) - - Electricity is proving to be the new hired hand that is helping the 
farmer-—consumers of» the York County Rural Blectrification district to hold up 
their end in war fo0a’ productién in spite of labor shor tages. 

"We don't know how we got along before we had electricity, ind weld: sure hate 
to try to farm without it," was the opinion expressed again and. aeein by York 
County rural electric power users in recent interviews, ... : 

Wartime conditions have made expansion impossible, but Managor H.. Ce. Bort, 
says there are 58l.applicants signed up’and waiting fora postwar building progran - 
which will entail the construction of 318 additional miles of line. HEvery farmer 
has a list of clectrical equipment to be purchased after the war and his wifo 
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REA SETS OUI SAFETY RULES (Lexington, Ky., Herald, July 17) - - With electricity 
still relatively new to thousands of farmers, operators of Kentucky's 25 REA- 
financed power systems are attacking safety problems created by improper use of 
electricial facilities, This educational program among the 46,000 rural consumers 
on REA-financed power lines in the state, is cited by Rural Blectrification Ad~ 
ministration safety engineers as a means of helping to achieve the goal to which 
National Farm Safety Weck, July 23 to 29, is dedicated. 2... 


GREAT IMPROVEMENTS LOOM IN CENTRAL TEXAS AFTER WAR WHEN ELEOTRICITY USE SPREADS 
(Austin American-Statesman, July 16) - - There'll be modern bathrooms in every 
farm and ranch home in 1950. And clectric lights. Hlectrically—pumped water for 
household, for stock, for irrigation. Hlectrically-operated sterilizers for milk 
cans and coolers. «ee Air conditioned homes will be no novelty. ... ‘There 

may even be telephones oprated off rural clectric lines. 

Unbelicvable? No, asserts Congressman Lyndon Johnson, All these gadgets are 
not only feasible, he says, but already in use...» 

The Congressman's comments were in connection with his study of a survey now 
being made by the two electric cooperatives which serve this district, of the © 
unlectrified farms in the ten counties of the congressional district. é ¢le- 

Johnson emphasized that on the. postwar farm lectricity would be classified 
as a necessity, rather, than a convenicnces: . 

"The plain unyarni shed truth is that the farmer without electric power will 
find it tough going to compete with the farmer who has its benefits," he explained. 


FOOTHILL POWER GROUP WINS A PROMISING ADVANTAGE (Fresno Bec, editorial, July 5) - - 

With $260,000° available to buy supplies just as s0on as conditions permit, the 
Foothill Electric Association, a Fresno County organization is in a position to * 
prove What*publicly financed utility projects can accomplish. « » ; 
C. Hi. Keffer, a Rural Electrification Administration ficld representative, 
informed«the’ group the financing has been approved to cover costs of lines, etc., 
to provide électricity for pumping, lighting, and other requirements in an area 
extending from the San Joaquin River to Kings Canyon National Park, . . « 


WANT METER BOXES TO MEET REA AND PUBLIC UTILITY DEMANDS (Wall Street Journal, 

July 2k) - - The Imife and enclosed electric switch industry advisory committees 
recently recommended to the War Production Board that houschold meter boxes be 
removed from Order M-126, which prohibits their manufacture, to meet demands of 
public utility SON i and the Rural Electrification Administration, the WEB 
announces. : 


~ 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THE STAT? 
Three State Co-ops Get RHA Loans - - Washington dispatch in Minneapolis Tribune, 
July 5. 


Tartheri.t County REA Receives $50,000 Grant — - Washington AP story in Mankato, 
Minn., Free Press, July 5, 


$615,000. REA Loans - - Springficld, Ill., AP story in Globe-Democrat, July 7. 


Added Service on Rural Power Lines - - Colorado Springs Gazette, July 3. - - 
Mountain View Electrification Association, Inc., plans extension of lines. 


REA at Prosser Gets $20,000 Loan - - Seattle Post-Intelligencer, July 5. 


Hlectric Refrigeration Saves on Food, Work and Money - » Mason City, Iowa, Globc- 
Gazette, July ll. re 


REA Loan Allotments’ Total More Than Half Billion - - Bloomington, I11., Pantagraph, 
July 7.’ 


Twelve Familics in State Get REA Awards -— - Springfield, I11., Register, July 7. 


Brazil's Cinderella the Great - - article on the San Francisco River of Brazil by 
Morris Llewellyn Cooke, REA's first administrator - - Survey Graphic, July. 


Electricity Helps Farmers - — editorial, Winnipeg Tribune, duly 12 - - Manitoba 
Power Commission making comprehensive survey of farm electrification potentials. 
Cites survey recently completed by North Dakota cooperative, as reported in July 


issue of Rural Electrification News. 


Since the July 15 issue of The Digest, 29 clippings with reference to the alleged 
"political domination" of the agency have been received. ad 
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COUNTRY BANKER WANGLES ALL BENEF USTOMERS (Philadelphia Record, August 2) 
- -.. . Bankers as a rule are bitterly opposed to co-operatives. . Not Ellis Van 
Horn of New Enterprise, Pa. He has organized a couple of them. we 

Farms there never had electricity -- and never hoped to have it. -- according 
to Van Horn -- until the New Deal came along with its Rural Electrification 
Administration and put both Federal and State laws on the books, permitting 
co-operatives to string high-lines to the farms. 

The man who brought REA to Bedford, Huntingdon and Fulton counties was Van 
Horn. He had fought the power company to a finish years before in order to supply 
homes and stores in New Enterprise. That time Van Horn set up a co-operative which 
did the trick and which the private company then was glad to buy out. But they 
still refused to supply farms. 

So in 1939 Van Horn organized the New Enterprise Rural Electric Co-operative, 
Inc. Starting with 300 members, it now has 800, and maintains 160 miles of distri- 
bution system with three sub-stations. This eens revolutionized dairy farming 
in that area. Doing all the jobs on a big dairy farm without electric power is 
like trying to: ‘paddle a battleship. 

Van Horn is: still president; the annual meetings of the co-op regularly fill 
the big Grange hall at Loysburg. .. . 


UTILITY TELLS P.S.C. IT WILL LOWER RATES (Frankfort, Ky., dispatch by Allan M. 
Trout in Louisville Courier-Journal, July 28) - - The Kentucky-West Virginia Power 
Co. today proposed to lower rural electric rates $18,500 a year as it sought per- 
mission from the Public Service Commission to construct 1186 miles of new rural . 
lines in sixteen mountain counties of East Kentucky. 

Four East Kentucky co-operatives of the Rural Electrification Administration 
opposed the extension on grounds they have a right to the territory for expansion 
of their own facilities. .... 

R. E. Hodges, general manager, also revealed his utility is Soneihedsn 
another reduction in rural rates two years hence, amounting to $4000 a year savings 
to rural customers, and that it is prepared to liberalize its present rule requiring 
a farmer to pay costs of his own lead-in line in excess of 200 feet from the center 
of the highway along which the main line runs. .. . 

Harry C. Lamberton, St. Louis, associate counsel for REA, led the cross-exami- 
nation of witnesses. He was assisted by attorneys representing the four co-ops, 
Fleming-Mason Co-operative, Licking Valley Co-operative, Cumberland Valley 
Co-operative, and the Big Sandy Co-operative. 

Lamberton declared yesterday at a Louisville meeting of REA executives that 
the case at issue affects every co-operative in Kentucky and will threaten their 
postwar plans if the private utility gets: ‘the decision. ... 

REA counsel intimated .. . that the co-operatives already have prospected 
much of the territory in issue, doing work suchas taking applications, membership 
fees, and right of way easements. Some of the proposed Kentucky-West Virginia 
extensions, they indicated, would parallel existing REA lines, while others would 
cut through the heart of highly productive territory vital to REA operations. 


SALE OF POWER PROPERTIES FOR STATE SOUGHT (udtitecmors Ala., Advertiser, August 1) 
lions Commissioner Gordon Persons said Monday a’ petition had been filed with the 
Alabama Public ‘Service Commission ‘by the Federal Water Gas Corporation of New York 
for the,approval to purchase the Alabama Water Service Company. The petition asked 
for authority to make the i amemee ti and in turn sell the physical properties to the 
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Rural Electrification Administration so tgs with. the municipalities of Elba, Opp and 
Andalusia. 

-..-. According to Persons the transaction will involve" about $2,500,000 of which 

. the REA would pay $2,075,000 and tho three: municipalities the remainder. 

Under the new set-up, Persons declared, small towns will now have their own 
power sources. A number of Alabama communities already have their plants and buy 
power wholesale from thé REA. , 

"Tt results in a great saving for rural sections. ‘And it belongs to the peopl« 
of those sections,” said the commissioner. , 

Hearing date has been set for August 28. 


REA DEFENDS CO-OPERATIVES' LOAN EXTENSION (New York ‘Herald-Tribune, July 26) 

- - Wilbur L. Morse, speaking for the Rural Electrification Administration, 
defended today before the: Securities and Exchange Commission the extension of a 
loan by ‘that agency to three Ohio rural electric co-operatives for the purpose of 
purchasing the properties of Ohio Midland Light and Power Co. from Associated 
Electric :Co. 

The: co-operatives. . . . bid $2,115,000 for Associated's interest in Ohio- 
Midland, topping the $1,900,000 bid of Columbus & Southern Electric Co. 

Columbus & Southern protested the sale and its counsel, W. Glover Porter, 
asked the commission today, in oral argument, to reopen. the whole proceeding to 
admit further testimony. He said the record should contain the result of a meeting 
held in Lancaster, Ohio, last Saturday at which members of the South Central 
Co-operative voted to serve non-members after acquiring the Ohio-Midland properties 

Because of this, Mr. Porter continued, the co-operatives disqualify themselves 
as non-profit organizations and subject themselves to the regulation of the Ohio 
Public Utilities ‘Commission. He also argued that the REA had no legal right under 
the act to loan the three co-operatives approximately: $3, 500, 000 for the purpose of 
acquiring the properties, which include a coal-hauling railroad. 

Mr. Morse justified the loan by stating that consummation of the sale will 
result in extended rural electrification, Inclusion of the railroad property was 
of no great concern to the REA, he said, since its value amounts to only about 5% 
of the entire loan, and anyway it is considered a “substitute for a generating 
system." .He pointed out that the co-operatives' final plans for the properties are 
subject to REA approval. 

The commission took the matter under sere SORE ne 


RURAL INDUSTRIES (editorial, Sioux City, ~-Iowa, Journal, July 16) jo ier THR 405 

- Rural Electrification, now reaching every section of the nation and cpensbecdsx to 
increase in scope as soon as the war ends, will be a big asset in any. . . attempt 
to decentralize industry. Recently an REA official declared: "We believe that 
develooment of rural industry is one of the natural results of rural electrification, 
and that no area'will be enjoying the fullest benefits of modern farming without 

the existence of such industries as might be related to community activities. It 
seems logical to believe that rural industries will greatly increase the use of 
electricity on rural distribution systems, thereby tending to improve community 
prosyerity. Where there is electricity at reasonable cost, small industries related 


to farm needs can thrive, and the people in the surrounding area will prosper. ... 


OFFICIAL FORECAST ON POSTWAR RURAL ELECTRIFICATION RELEASED (Country Gentleman 
advertisement, New York Times, August-2) - - This booklet consists solely of facts 
and Fisvre3 -- providing the electrical, industry. with. its. first tangible postwar :- 
market surrey. dust issued by Country Gentleman, the report is a compilation of 
posivar pinnning in each state, inspired by the Department of Agriculture... . 

Woolhiy as.never before,..the: American farmers'. market is bristling with human 
needs. Electricity and electrical equipment are only the beginning of the things 
LUOMANLG. » se + Patt er) ¥ 
ELECTRIFICATION REVIVING (Harry N.-Owen, contributing editor, The Farmer, August 5) 
- - Rural electrification is a war casualty that has been unnoticed, but 


nevertheless is important in that it delays the social effects of improved farm ,: 
living. Buried in the news from the war fronts, the announcement that 500 million 
dollars have been made available for loans to co-operative electrification 
organizations, . . . has not had attention. Just how fast materials will come 
depends on the cost of the war. 

We have gone far enough to demonstrate that these loans are safe. ... I 
think it can be said if there had been no war about 95% of farms would have been 
electrified at this time. . . . Rural electrification will give work to many 
thousands, not only in construction of lines but in wiring buildings, also in 
factories making all kinds of electrical appliances from refrigerators and oil 
burners down to lamps. It is not necessary to create the demand. It is here with 
its hands out. 


WHY THE SMALL FARM WILL LIVE (editorial, Winston-Salem, N. C., Journal, July 2) 

- - , . .-American farms are being afforded more and more comforts through 
electrification. Our 6,000,000 farms are rapidly becoming electrified which means 
that they are being operated more efficiently. Among many other advantages 
electric power enables a farmer to grind his own grains. And a profitable use of 
grains encourages crop diversification based on livestock farming, which records 
prove to be the safest and most profitable set-up for the average farm. ... 


FARMERS AS BUYERS (editorial, Dallas News, July 29) - - With four of every ten 
American farms already served with electricity and rural electrification expected 
to spread rapidly after the war, manufacturers of electrical appliances are 
studying the needs of farm homes with a view to finding a valuable market for 

their wares. . . . The farmers’ postwar buying power will depend on keeping up the 
prices of farm products. But with the need of foods and fabrics for relief in war- 
stricken countries continuing for several years, it may be that a sudden dropping- 
off in the demand for the products of American farms can be avoided. Some farmers 
will want new tractors and cultivators and harvesters before they buy what they may 
regard as luxuries for their homes, but the rural demand for electrical appliances, 
plumbing, and other home equipment should be large. ... 


ELECTRIFICATION OF FARMS BOOSTS WAR FOOD PRODUCTION (Cheyenne Tribune, July 25) 

- - During the last year 220 previously unelectrified Wyoming farms were connected 
with rural power lines in the state and at the end of the year, the number of. 
farms receiving service was estimated at 5100 or 34 per cent of the state's 

TOTSLe « 2's 


DE-ELECTRIFIED FARMS (editorial, Boston Herald, July 23) --... . We may 
figuratively have "harnessed‘the lightning" to do our chores but the ease and 
frequency with which it breaks its harness are not to our credit. Look at the 
local papers throughout New‘ England after 2 widespread thunderstorm... and you 
will read of the "trouble men" working 48 hours on end to get power and light back 
to the farms and villages. ... . 

A city without underground wire honiin ten would be as benighted as a city 
without sewers. Some day we may demand equal freedom from storm interference for 
our rural electrification. When new roads are built the wire conduit will be part 
of the essential construction. The farmer's milking machine will be as sure to 
operate as the ticker tape. ; 


PRIMING THE PUMP (Business Week, August 5) - - Manufacturers of electric water 
systems had barely managed to complete their 1943-44 quota of 250,000 units by the 
fiscal year end, June 30, when WPB gave them a 20% larger quota for 1944-45. A 
unit includes pump, motor, switch, and tank for a farm water system, and is sold 
only ona certificate of a wet from the local county war rationing board. .... 

Only 17% of the country's nearly 7,000,000 farm homes have running water. So 
the industry has a wide field, for the educational campaign it is starting will 
create a definite and long-sustained demand for its products. .... 


Although sales of electric. water systems increased 135% from 1932 to 19h0,. it 
took wartime demands for food, and an acute manpower shortage to make farmers cry 
for labor-saving equipment of this kind. Now the demand far excééds the supply. ... 


CONGRESSMAN JOHNSON WILL CONTINUE PERSONAL REPORTS (Austin, Tex., American, July 21) 
- - The meeting with REA directors and officials, he (Congressman Lyndon Johnson) 
said, is relative to what must be done in Washington to insure earliest action on 
the pending applications for extension of REA lines. With some 12,000 farm familie: 
already served by the two co-operatives in this area, applications are pending for 
electrifying of an additional 623 farm and ranch homes... - 

Whether materials will be available immediately, Johnson explained, depends 
upon a,number of factors, including the production from that farm or ranch as 
shown by AAA reports, and its distance from the nearest REA transformer. . « 


UTILITINS CHARGE ARK-LA HASN'T BEEN A CO-OPERATIVE (Arkansas Gazette, Little Rock, 
July 30) - - The Ark-La Electric Co-operative, which supplies a large block of 
energy to the Jones Mill aluminum plant near Hot Springs, "is not a co-operative and 
never has been operating as such in Arkansas," P, A. Lasley, lawyer for the Arkansac 
Power ané@ Light Company and three other companies, charged ina brief filed with 
the cinve Utilities Commission yesterday. 

Tne former special attorney for the commission represents A. P. & L., the 
Arkaneas Missouri Power Corporation, Southwestern Gas and Electric Co., and Okla- 
howa Jas and Electric Co., who filed a complaint last December seeking to have 
Avk-Te, an REA-financed organization, declared a "public utility" and brought under 
the full jurisdiction of the commission. 

Tae complaint, which reached a hearing before the commission last spring, was 
considsred a renewal of an attempt of the four major electric companies in Arkansas 
to prevent a free flow of public power into the state after the war. . « -« 


ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THE STAFF 


AUG e 15 


ONTARIO LINKS HYDRO-ELECTRIC PLANTS TO 72,000 FARM CONSUMERS Lesenamiapatch, com- 
plete edition, August 8) - - Farm electrification was discussed on one of a series 
of farm radio forums being conducted this summer in Ontario, the program made 
comparisons between Ontario developments and those in Missouri and Arkansas. 


$300,000 In REA Work Set - - Mankato, Minn., Free Press, July 19. - - Blue Earth- 
Nicollet co-op announces amount to be spent for rural electrification in its area 
after the war. 


REA Is Nine Years Old - - editorial, St. Cloud, Minn., Times,-dJuly 22. 


Co-op Speeds Line to Farm to Help Sick Baby - - Estherville, Iowa, Daily News, 
July 20. - - Also, Erect REA Line to Aid Ill Baby, Des Moines Register, July 21. 
(See Press Digest, July 31 for complete story.) 


The Mirrors of Austin - - Paul Bolton in Abilene, Tex., Reporter News, July 19. 
- - Pictures the role electricity will play on the farm of 1950. 


National Farm Safety Week Designated - - D. C. Bruce (county agent) in the Macon, 
Ga., Telegraph, July 25. - - Georgia's 42 REA-financed co-ops join in observance 
of safety week. 


Cody Area Ranches Get RBA Service - - Cheyenne Tribune, July 25. - - Lines for New 
co-operative, to serve 102 ranches on or near Shoshone River, now under construc- 
tion. 


REA Urges Farm Safety Measures - Indianapolis News, July 26. 


Rural Power Systems Need Careful Usage - - Raleigh, N. C., News and Observer, 
July 30. 


Electric Bond and Share to Stay in Business Despite Holding Act - - New York Times, 
August 4. 
Wickard Warns of Farm Land Boom - - New York Times, August 4. - - Secretary says 


inflated values will lead to losses unless checked. 


To Establish Industries in Rural Communities - - editorial, Bluefield, W. Va., 
July 29, - - Rural electrification will be a big asset in any attempt to decen- 


tralize industry. , 


Special Caution for Electricity on Farms Urged - - St. Cloud, Minn., Times, July 27. 
Electric Service Boosts Production - ~- Bismarck, N. D., Tribune, August 1. 

Farm Bureau "Five Year Plan" - - Omaha World-Herald, August 2. - - If Nebraska 
Farm Bureau adopts its proposed "five year plan" at its annual meeting next Novem- 


ber, it plans to sponsor extension of rural electrification among other things. 


Kilowatts Do Their Job - - The Farmer, August 5, leading article - - Good wiring 
provides good electric service with safety; poor wiring often leads to tragedy. 


Since the July 31 issue of The Digest, 4 clippings with reference to the alleged 
“political domination" of the agency have been received. — 
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SCOTT W. LUCAS ADDRESSES THIRD aNNUAL CONVENTION OF ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES (Illinois 
Register, Springfield, August 18) — Interdependence of business, industry and 
agriculture upon each other is the first essential to be remenbered in postwar 
planning, Senator Scott W. Lucas told delegates to the third annual: pohbecrlinsie. te of 
Illinois Hlectric Cooperatives « « 

Senator Lucas, a member of the senate committee on eee Raae economic planning 
and policy, urged the REA delegates to aid in maintaining a good working arrange- 
ment between each of the groups to assure carrying forward "an economy which will - 
destroy the two diseases of civilization -- unemployment and war." .. . (A pic- 
ture of C. A. Winder, assistant to the director of the Office of War te 
appears in the pEbinots, arate Journal, August 18). 


$700,000,000 LOAN TO BE ASKED FOR RURAL “ELECTRIFICATION (Post-Dispatch, August 
16) -- An additional $700,000,000 loan to provide electrification for about 80% 
of American farm homes in the five years following the war will be asked of Con- 
gress, it was announced yesterday by.officers of the National Rural Electric 


Cooperative Association after a two-day meeting of the group's Executive Committee 


at the Hotel DeSoto. The proposal, made by the Association's Planning Committee 


and approved by the Executive Committee, will be submitted to the Rural Hlec- 


trification Administration. Construction made possible by the appropriation 
would provide 380,000 man-years of work, A. J. Becker, chairman of the planning 
committee, said. A resolution favoring employnent of veterans was adopted... 
Approximately $525,000,000 has been appropriated by Congress for rural electri- 
fication since 1935, of which $501,000,000 has been allotted. (Similar stories 
appeared ‘in the Star-Times and didbesDenoerat). “) 


UTILITY LEADERS SEE EXTENSION OF U. S. CONTROL (New York Herald-Tribune, August 20) 
—- Efforts of the Rural Electrification Administration :to obtain for government- 
subsidized cooperatives a prior right to purchase millions of dollars worth of 
electric generating equipment, owned by the United States and destined to be 

sold after the war, were seen yesterday by utility executives who have closely 
studied the move as an attempt further to extend government control over not onl 
rural but industrial power production. 

“Built by the government to power marginal munitions antes the fate of some 


$50,000 kilowatts of generating capacity, scattered among highly industrial sec- 


tions as well as in outlying regions, is being questioned, REA asserts that this 


_ power plant, plus four 30,000—-kilowatt floating plants and other mobile units 


should be reserved for cooperatives. . . « 

Utility men feel, on the other hand, that if anyone should have access to 
such plant and equipment it should be themselves. In any event, they argue, the 
property should be allowed to go to the highest bidder. ... 

(Editor's Notes This story comments on Secretary Wickard's remarks before 

thé House Committee on Departmental Expenditures, in connection with the sur- 

plus ‘property act of 1944. He expressed hope that "a large: share" of the 

generating plants and other electrical equipment which become available would 
be reserved for cooperatives). 


Bch RURAL ELECTRIFICATION (extension of caneticr by Congressman Rankin of Mississippi, 


Congressional Récord, August 14) — .. , As I have said, time and time again, this 


rural electrification movement is the greatest thing that has ever been done for 
the farmers of this country and we expect to keep ‘up the drive until we reach. every 


pa farn hone in aAnerica— 


we yy 


trical Workers, filed strike notice yesterday with the War Labor Board in | 
Washington, W. R. Boyd; union business manager, announced. The local nea 


once," Gibson declared. ° 


BP. G. & B's San Joaquin Power Division. , ».. Gibson said the utility's applica— ial 


aks by representatives of several Rural Electrification associations. . rik a 
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I wish every Member of the House, and every farmer in America, could read 
the address of the Hon. A. Willis Robertson before the annual meeting of- the 
Shenandoah Valley Hlectric Cooperative, on the subject of ‘rural electrification. 

The results in his ow district must ‘give him a thrill of pride, especially 
in view of the fact that he has been one of the most consistent supporters of 
rural electrification in this House. © 

Take the results in Bath County, Va., which was practically without any 
rural electrification at all 6 years ago, when with the help of Mr. Robertson I 
put through my amendment for the first $100, 000,000 for rural electrification. . 
As a result of that legislation, today 95% of the rural homes ve eae County are 
electrified; and the chances are that it will soon be made 100% What has been 
done in Bath County, Va., can be done and must be -done in every other ‘county in 
America. . . « (Congressman Robertson's address followed, in full), 


FARM NEEDS IN ELECTRIC EQUIFMENT (J. P. Schaenzer in Experiment Station Record, 
June issue) -— A survey of 41 farms in Ohio and Indiana brought out the get) 
ing increases in production, productive stock, or acreage; Acres in farms, ani . 
increase; acres irrigated, 50%: acres seed corn, 176%; milk cows, AGS; . beef aed) 
cattle, Benes 21%; hogs, narket, B59: meat processing, T per Year, 7104s. leyinee 
hens, 55%;- chicks brooded, 57%; chicks hatched, 130%; Hac age 109%; apples, bu. 
estimated, 5004; and vegetables, market, 95%." nt 
foliswing the electrification 19 new projects were started on the Al farms, 
The number of men required was reduced from 110 to 103, The production per man 
was increased from very slightly more than the War Manpower Commission require- 


ment for classification of a.man-as an essential farm worker to 1,6 times ae se 


“oat Nee pradubtion, ae ae 
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STRIKE NOTICE: FILED BY WINCHESTER CO-OP LINEMEN (Springfield, Lites INS dispatch 
in Star-Times, August 18). -~ Local 72, AFL International Brotherhood of Elec- ne 


are employed by the Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative, which serves territory 


‘around Winchester. The union is seeking, for 18 linemen, recognition of a union Ka 
clause, and time-and-a-half for overtime. The contract under which the men are ce 


working expires Sept cmber Le 


POWER FIRM IS ACCUSED OF "BLOCKING dactros" IN RURAL ELECTRIC ‘PLAN (treme calit., i 


Bee, August 10) ~~ Plans of the Pacific Gas & Mectric Company to build a trans- 
mission line into the aréa chbraced by’ the Foothill Electric Association's | Rca 
cooperative program were denounced: today by Rue C, Gibson, attorney for the Group, — 
as “insidious" and a last minute attempt by the P. G. & BE, to block the eae ca 
tive's project under the government's rural electrification program. « « « 
"This is their insidious plan; they are circulating among the Foothill — 
customers, leaving the impression they have the nat erial and can begin bce at 


ay 


"That is absolutely ‘untrue. They may have a warehouse full of materiel tat 
they can't begin any new construction without the WPB's permission," pein if 
} 'We are going to build the. line," declared H. #, Courtright, manager Of the | 


tion to the California Railroad Commission is being held up 90 days from August 6, 
pending an investigation by the commission. The state board ordered the inves~ 
tigation on an own BOELORs a ER SE Ca : 


REA GROUPS. ‘ASK REDUCTION IN TAX ASSESSMENTS (Boise Idaho Statesman, August oy eA. 


The state board of. equalization interviewed approximately half of Idaho's 44 
‘county assessors Wednesday reviewing evaluations and heard a plea for assessment 


se UG Em representatives except one urged reductions. in the evaluations of 
that they are Saeetonritee Chia ee ohne ne 
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‘Populated areas: where the private utility companies will not go." .., 

Z D. Morrison Necly of the REA Office of the Solicitor in St. Louis, appeared 
before the board, composed of Gov. Bottolfsen, the secretary of state, the attorney 
. general, cities state arecgar er and the state auditor, wee 


| 


IOWA MAYOR QUESTIONS RIGHT OF CITY TO BECOME MEMBER OF CO-OP (Des Moines Register, 
August 15) =-- . . . Cor Van de Steeg, mayor of Orange City, discussed membership 
in REA as opposed to municipal operation of a gencrating plant, at a meeting of 
the ‘Municipal Employees Association Monday. Van de Steeg said with two exceptions 
the REA has directed local cooperatives té:purchase current at wholesale rather 
- than build generating plants and that as a result these questions arose; 1) 
whether it would be cheaper for the town to buy than to generate electricity 
2) whether the laws of Iowa authorize a municipality to become a member of a 
cooperative ‘and pay it a membership fee. Citing:a’ court case and the state con- 
stitution, he said he believed the. ‘state has not conferred upon cities or tows 
the authority to become a member of a cooperative. . . (Note - This item taken 
from a story headed "City Workers to Ask State Security Aid.') 


REA HEADS HOLD MEETING (Lexington, Nebr., UP dispatch in Lincoln Journal, August 
2) -- Postwar planning was the principal subject of discussion at a meeting of 
the State Association of Rural Flectrification Managers, and Superintendents this 
week. Methods of using electricity to replace labor’ and increase production on 
the farm, and present day material and labor shortages also were discussed by 

representatives of 12 states and 21 REA systems. ... tl, kh. Beatty, regional 
head of REA's Finance Division, was a principal speaker. 


RURAL ELECTRIFICATION (Pennsylvania Farmer, August 12) -- Wider use of clectricity 

on farms after the war was predicted by engineers and representatives of the 
‘electric industry at a meeting in Philadelphia recently. Sponsored by the 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Company the conference reviewed the results 

of farm electrification during the past two decades. . 

Of particular interest to the group was a report on a bit of research done 

by the University of New Hampshire. Engineers there have ta¢kled the ancient 
occupation of doing farm chores, and found that by rearranging feeding, milking 

methods, etc., some hours and several miles walking a day were actually saved in 

doing the chores on a New England LAT, Gee ere abu ioe © Soa 


TTEMS OF INTEREST to THE STAFE — 
Plant Accounting Principles and Practices -- T. J. McKee, Secretary, New York . 
State Municipal Hlectric Utilities Association, in Public Power, August issue, — 
Nan example of accounting procedure to simplify methods and forms for executing 
work order and store room procedure $g Finance Division Bulletin No. 12 issued by 
the Rural Electrification Administration to REA auditors and examiners and to 
: officers” of REA so sept ue i 


. w- Attorney for i ne ieimetee Association lauds REA program in speech before 


ahr: ee! ; 
Ee Konkel Speaks on Growth of REA in et =~ Sterling, Colo., Farm Journal, July 20. 
ie 
i “agcel Rotary Club. 


ia ‘Rural Electrification Program Announced’ -- Electric Light and Power, August -—— 
S Postwar program of image according ta Research Department of, Country : 


Wort Wide Farn Progren Given to 44 Nations -~ Globe-Democrat, sugust 23s 


Sand farmers. Mentions other agericose 


- Farmers © and other Connecticut ‘people’ living in riral’ afeas: how’ without’ ‘clectricity — 
wi 


Rural Electric GA heton Rule May Bo Liberalized -- Bakersficld, Cee € 
ts ornian, August LO os Pacifie Gas and Electric Conpany conténplates | doublin 


Since fe August 15 issue of the Press Digest, several clippings relat 
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Post-Mortem on -¥feui 7 Deal -- stent samen? ‘Ala., Advertiser, Aagiist 5 -~ Rural Elec- ‘- 
trification: ‘Administration has made possible sean niles of Hider ers) i bi lines ser~ 


es ir ose 


REA Projects Show Many To Better way of Life -——. lat tobe att roche (wont oe 10, 
re) Scien sake Bee, incite Bele 
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Basitott: irdaates More Power’ =~ ‘Toateyi Tle Courier-Journal, ‘July 30 -— Judee 


Clarence Bartlett, ‘candidatc for ‘Republican nomination’ for Senator, tells joe carantt hy 


a 


he*is: "warm advocate" of: ‘more: rural ‘electrification. Ph odnt A: ii 
Postwar. Borrteoratcrs. ~~ Mary: Mead don in New York raed Weeaiee. August 20 <= 
John Bést, president of Refrigerator Corporation of America, forecasts” ‘thet ein 1 
rural ‘and suburban areas, communi ty Locker plants will becomé all-around frozen 
food centers where locker renters: may buy frozen vogetables’ ‘and meats at large 
quantity ‘savings, as Well as freezing and ‘storing their own produce. «© © Bea 


‘ 


Tells of’ Plan‘ for Rural Plectrification —_ ew London, Oofn., Day, august 3 city ‘ 


will be happy to know of the postwat plans of Connecticut power ‘eompanies to make > ee 
electricity available to everybody’ ‘as Soon as possible, says AS Ve Sy Lindsley, 
vice-prosident of Connecticut: ‘Tight: Bhd ‘Power: Companys af Beet - at: 
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Farmers Still Get Only: ‘Promises == Apo Be ‘Soled eley 5. Clobie-Denoerat, oes, 2l,: 
bemoans lack of made tales (en pes ian conveniences) on his Massachusetts — 


fern. 
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Golden age to Follow War =~ eater ‘ben ‘in Boston Globe, anertat 136 Electrical 


ueepit ances. will lighten work OF farm wivese rae: easy Deni: BA 5 one ae 


Norfork Dan Power Output Delayed by tater. shortage ly Bae ‘ria, august a9) 
When. Norfork goes into commercial operation, it is’ expected’ that most: of its ener Lf 
ew “will be ae) to A Pe ie ae at. panel for ‘the arate ata ig oe i Spans 
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Wiehe Hen, iin ae eeta' ca nds hace ee Mepee rune sah ge eee sy oe 13 
Condemns governnent's "determination to get into the electric business, while pri 
vate citizens! proposed project for construction of refrigerator locker Maia 
delayed because of aor of WEB approval." . Hah 


tension footage allowances for proepeaee yy ‘custoners, Latttabeititse of2 
foot as required. | ma Pe he ; aah ae 


ee attenpts at "political donination" of the agency have been rece’ 
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“MINUTE OF SILENCE HERE Ra TRIBUTE TO NORRIS (Globe-Democrat, September 5) -- Hn 

- ployees of the Rural Electrification Administration paid final tribute to the late 
Senator George W. Norris at 2:30 yesterday afternoon with a minute of silence, in 
_ the REA offices in the Boatmen's Bank Building, while funeral services were being 
held’ at his home in McCook, Nebr. Former Senator.Norris was one of the co-sponsors 
_ of the rural electrification act which established the REA in 1936. | ri 


‘Jn a memorandum to the RHA staff, Willian J. Neal, deputy administrator, said, 
Senator Norris' interest in assisting in the establishment of the Rural Electrifica- 

on Administration was typical of his entire legislative career in which he pressed 

_militantly the fight to make secure to the people the fruits of a successful democ~ 

_ racy. It is our hope and conviction that those instrumentalities in which he took 

 @ leading part in creating will fulfill his fondest dreams and that the services. 

_. they render will endure as a monument to one of the greatest men.of our time." 


‘BIGHT MILLION DAILY SPENT FOR FOOD SENT OVERSHAS (Christine Sadler in Washington 
Post, August 26) -- The War Food Administration during the past year has purchased 
eight million dollars worth of food daily for shipment overseas, and farmers are 


se be Say : 7 . ° . « ‘ ' 
Flee to extend their record wartime production production efforts into the pope 


poe years, Marvin Jones told the House Special Committee on Postwar Economic Policy and 
Planning yesterday ..... 4 . . ( 

ss Other postwar thinking about agriculture, he said, should include: 
Intensification of the rural electrification program, which he declared should 


Sih - ultimately result in furthering a decentralization of industry to "bring our raw 


o ; materials close to the heart of ‘the business community" so the interests of agri~ 
culture end industry "can thus be dovetailed together." 6°. » 

See eee . Hr ahi iy : 

' - RURAL ELECTRIFICATION (Columbia, S. C+, State, August 29) ~~ Rural electrification 
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seems never to have found itself until after the coming of REA in 1935, 

. ‘Then less than 3 per cent of the ‘farms of South Carolina had electricity and 
it was migity hard to get it at all. Now 35 per cent of the farms in this state ‘ 

‘have this great boon to farm life. H. M. Faris of Laurens, president of 'a rural 

electric cooperative: serving South Carolina, says that in ten years after the war 

75 per cent of the farms will be reached by electricity». 

Nace, A mighty instrument in many fields is electricity. No powers nor combine 
‘ghould be allowed to restrict its beneficent use. It is morg than a commodity. It 

— is the great pounty of the twentieth century and should be made available to the 

 -  utnost. oe", re 

Bay _~—s- sAnd for agriculture, as well as for tows and villages, it holds many uses 

.. that will grow vastly with the future. 


4 BILL BAILEY'S FIRST NATIONAL (Fortund Magazine, September) ~~ Like all bankers, Bil. 
| Bailey (President of Clarksville, Tenn., First National Bank),is concerned about th 
"  -govornment egencies that compete one way or another with banks. His concern, how-— 
sever, is that of a taxpaying free enterpriser worried about the development of 
ae ‘socialized credit rather than about the effect of any of the present agencies on 
the business of the First National. . « « hows : ae 
meth But Bailey has only praise for FSA's rehabilitation work around Clarksville. 
_-—-«-He sometimes gives people notes to the local FSA representative, who happens to be 
one of his fellow ¥otarians, Nor does the bank worry at all about the Rural Elec- 
-trificotion Administretion, which has followed the TVA into the county and finances 

p electrical distribution lines through the Cumberland Electric Membership Corporatio 
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wee be able to obtain power for the first Pitts Ho said that. $300, 000 is ovai 
for rehabilitation! of the property and that, $1,000,000 will be nade avai lable, 
for the aecarenal to increase the flow of juctisidiininiuntsteel py: ° | 


| A TROJAt N LORSH (cditorial, Sacranonto oho ene: 29) “ ‘mo Pacific Gas ale 
_ tric Corsmy has nade the proposal that if the Foothill ‘Electric Association -- 
Ry iat, Joac:al n Valley cooperative which has negotiated a $260,000 loan from the Fo Ly ie 
“Rural Electrification Adiinistration -- will abandon a plan to build a long-ne dads sean 
transmission lite it. will construct one and charge valley rates for the service. — eid 
This offer is the most liberal of several nade by the privately owned ptility 
ee of the ee are awake to the satin horse ee of we ee , 


tory and ould is only a drop in the \pagieat. 
Ta inte the conpany Debate tiki, re now rural ent 
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bh Hog ay. the Bessoiueton ei be gure to give its menbers eee service Ree s 
_ it chrries out the Rural. Electrificaton. Adninistration progran for which Shae 
) appro val and has been granted a federal loan of $260,000, | 5 aa ae 
ait} te ‘The Pacific Gas and Electric Conpany. this week presented to four of the dir : 
tors an‘ offer to build the yower lines involved and to serve association aneestikt ee 
Valley” rates in return for abandonment of the REA program, ' “he se 
_- -=Fulghon said: "I an sure that-noge than 80% of our monbers profer to 20.0 
with the :resociation progran. Until the power company presented its offer, we 
i pe Of lout neabership behind us. We still have the overwhelming majority... 
es fon cae View) reasons’ why Mil prefer the REA acy is Bea aamib Wee 


ereonal esate are ey the mati ens sa Ria project Heine a 
ey started out with 377 nenbers and’now they have nore than 1000.. th 
on of power in, the second year of operation was ‘double that. of° ‘the ‘Fi ret 
> farmers: I talked to told ne the’ on shai was the’ dest thing | that. ee 


vos amy 
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ITING OF RIVR} BILL nhs iS D., Bide boat "oat 
: MVE “more than 600,000 farms would receive electric service 
tenting a new narket for industrial and consumer goods. The at 
ne rural lines is expected to require nore than $186,000,000 an@ 
peer nore Shen six years nanufacturing such line equipment. = ieee 


PP icnwende of usa would be needed in mining, processing and other nee 
jorial. works — | on | oe 
fi i ; aoa, 
ty “PROTESTED BY 24 TENNESSEE COOPERsTIVES ieeb lie Banner, August | 30" 
e Railroad and Public Utilitics Connission today heard argunents of re~ 
of 24 electric cooperatives protesting against tentative tex as sess— 
: entatives of REA and TVA attended the meeting. . 
of the cooperatives insisted that assessments should be placed at the | 
gures in view of the fact that in nany instances they were in conpetitio: 
pally-owned. corporations which paid no taxes and were, therefore, cnable — 
rates for. current, Others | insisted that some of their rural.lines 
2 alleled by competing companies and others that thoy were still "in the, i 
t at increased assessments would further decreasc their ability tomsake = 


t 


oe tan © nust do ‘the. aa of a icxal, it should have sufficient. power’ for | 
+” task. On farms, the Rural Blectrification Administration advises a 
~phase 1750 rpn motor is economical on any job requiring fron 3/4 to 


Sy 


oan aes the hand truck (Catetared) to facilitate jnente hepa puch e 


oa 


ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THE STAIF 


Sees Postwar Credit Volume Largest in History of Retailing -- Daily News Record, . 
New York City. -~ Convention of National Retail Credit Association predicts that, 
when governnent regulations on credit are lifted after the war, the Rural Hlec- | 
trification Administration will probably be again in the field with appliances on 
from three to five years! time. 


An Outline of Public Utilitics, by Prof. L. A. Doggett, Pa, State College School 
of Ingincering, revised June 1944, contains a typical Income Account and Balance 
Sheet of an REA Cooperative. (Figures credited to December 1943 issue of RE News). 


The Voice of a Farner -- Editorial, Springfield, Ill., Register, August 28 -— C. F 
Willians, a Pike County farmer, writes to editor, praising REA for bringing light 
and power to millions of farms. 


The Surplus Property Bill -- Editorial, Hartford, Conn., Times, August 28 -- Favors 
Senator Aiken's amendment forbidding sale of government-owned transnission lines 

to private utilities for one year after the war, or until municipal utilities and 
REA coonsratives decide whether they want such lines. 


The New Deal Climbs Back in the Saddle -—- Editorial, Chicago Tribune, August 28 — 
Recalls Rep. Winter's denunciation of REA in 1942. 


Still Sits the Schoolhouse -- New Dominion Series, Extension Division, University 
of Virginia, August 15 -—- Describes role of rural electrification in rehabilitation 
of country school houses. 


Rural Power Test Plan is Drafted - -- Journal of Commerce, New York City, September 

5) -~ Calgary Power Co. (Province of Alberta, Canada) institutes. rural clectrifica- 
tion éxperinent. among 100 farmers. Customers will pay $100 each for installation of 
line and $5 nonthly nininun for 20 kwh, 2¢ each additional kwh, 


Since the August 31 issue of the Press Digest, two clippings have been 
received concerning the alleged "political domination" of the agency. 
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A semi nonthly summary of press and radio’ items concerning PEAS! pe 
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he EN A STC ITU Wi Ee Oh oP Ata ak TO hol a A Al na wt 
he af aca ee, Mu eo TEM Wer ane MT A, PEA Se Ie a Si SS . ° Bat oy OMe Pre dl 
Jf URGES POSTWAR FOWER FOR FARMS (New York Times, September 23) ~~’ President 
t urged today that electricity be carried to about 7,000,000 farms. and.rural 
9s which have not yet received these facilities under the REA program, -. i. 
He made his appeal as he announced that he had signed the agricultural bill in 
oh permanent authorization is given for the loan funds required to contims 

al electrification and liberalizing the terms of such advances. But he requesteC 

ress to/extend provisions for electrification as: son as manpower and materials Ih 
‘Fands' reovired for the construction of. rural electrification projécts, ‘Mr. ig 
9 velt explained in a statement which he released at his news conference, should (ivan 
be made available immediately. Such a program, he said, would create employment 

e it provided necessary facilities. 
"In the press of other matters," the President's statement asserted, "many of Bi 
have ‘overlecked, the rapid expansion which has taken place in rura} electrifica- jean 
“since this Administration instituted the program in ‘1936, . At that tine only a 
out df every ten of our farm families had central station electric service. 
‘4% per cont of our farms are electrified ~~ in spite of. the necessary curtail. 
in construction resulting from the exigencies of war, OAS, a 
"On the other side of the picture we must bear in mind that thore are still ap ie 


roximately 7,000,000 farm houses and other rural homes still without the benefits 
f electricity. The comforts and economic advantages of electricity are greatly de 
by these American homes. I am sure of it and I em sure that you agree with 
ye : si 


my hot only are these rural dwellers of America anxious. to, participate in the ade yal 
atoges.of farm electricity, but most of them, as & result’ of: improved farm income 
‘now’ in a better position to acquire and make effective use of electrical labor- 
ing devices." in aun ; Dies eat MS 

_ Tt wos particularly important, Mr. Roosevelt asserted, that extensions of rare vam 
loctrification te ‘plonned in such a way as to provide service on an area basias ie 
!The practice hes been too frequent in the past," he stated, "for private | 
lity. companies to undertake to serve only the more presperous and more populous — 


y 


ural sections. As a result, families in less favored and in sparsely settled sec- 9 

ons were left’ unserved. I believe that our postwer rural electrificetion prograt 

uld. tring modern service of electric power to the farm femilies in the back’ hte 
* 21 ” F 2 i \ ‘ - Cae . Te 

[ need not call your attention to the fact that the Rural Electrification Ad- 

istroetion progrem is of a self-licuidating nature; and that, therefore, it is) yb 


[Prom the point of view of raising the living standards of rural Americe and, oa 
viding a more efficient form of farm management, one of, the most important pro— ahs 
ts interrupted by the war is the extension of rural electrification according * 
Roosevelt's statcanent. Ge VBA | Se ae | ie) 
While BE. R, 4278, waich I have just signed, represents a great step forward 
shieving the ultimate objectives of the mral eloctrification program, further ag: an 
mn appears to be necessary to. satisfy the demands of an, accelerated postwar prog 
“There is now pending in Congress legislation making such provision. I am ho 
1 that the Congress, as seon.as its legislative program will permit, will give ee iM 
tion to the objectives of this legislation. Ween bsa:, 
‘t is desirable, not only from the standpoint of improving rural living stan Heat 
also of providing a grect amount of industrial emplwyment after tho ware, 


big paeiee 


BY stacenbiy Pooper caphayninbt! in be esrb t = ole tric 1 oad pacn bs 
re, ee stqrics on tho sano subject also appeared in the Stor-Tines, Glove-Deao 
gas An-vahy other 4 apers throughout the country). 4 : 


it —-FIcHT LOOMS ON RURAL “POWER, WICKARD WARNS (Noi Llevilte, Wik. UP dispatch in ‘Bte 
" Times, Soptonbor 20): == Soeretery of Agriculture Wickerd cherge d today thet publ 
utilitics ard. proparing. to "skin the crean" fron rural cleetrification by cxtec din 
i) - Lines, into lucrative territory ond ignoring thosc which aight 1 not show a profit. “a 
- +  . He told a meoting of the, Wisconsin Electric Coopera tive hers thet public utili 
oa surveys alre: dy.are under wey looking to this end and added . thot mo one" shonlc be 
ee. pormpttcd: to build twida which would serve only the profité Able pert of a given axe 


oa ‘The Ruro 1 Hlectrification Administration has drawn up a three-ycar postyva 

ct struction prearen to cost $585,000,000, he seid, expressing, the: nee thot maa 
fe, WELL soon “orzict Legislation authorizing, the progres... 04 
ae --“Wickard' listed three principles underlying oxpension ‘of ural cloctrificatior 
a 1. Rurol hones need olectricity os much as. -- af not more.than -- city homc 


eee 2. “¥Yarnishing vf electricity to fernors shquld be considored a serviec to 
i peer ruttare rether than a means for making: profits. e si 
3. -BEA cooperatives are the best moans of gotting’ miei tS service to the ¢ 
erat ‘pooplo at the corlicst de to begeuse Ahoy ere Preeniegt for Berrice ‘and. AOe 
for profit. A Sosy) 
“Wiekerd seid. ‘the ontire opoeran hes the approve AL of Pres (acne: eos sorely rae Sy 
‘Tho first step » e« . "ho seid, "is to’nike broad comprehensive survoy g: bE al 
unelcctrified arcas, Tha at job. must ig be approa ached on a piocemeal vosis. “tt al 
go forward on the basis of area coverage, Genoroting Ae end, tron .snission li Ce 
must bo plonmnod. and -constructcd on tho basis of sorving arcos, In tial distribution | 
lines must be designed with the idea of ultinetoly Brisk al of. the reaad: ing une 
served farns in that areca. Feiling to lay out such a progran now will load ‘to added 
costs, to orcas borved inadequately end worst of ell to arcas without Bay. sorvico. « 
etter th is'unfoir aud it is un-Aciorican to lot weil ha occur which will do oprivo 
ay Hirsi 
“Ture. Sanh Ne of aything as vi tack os cleetric serviccet © mes ee | 


q ; - ti 


SLATTERY TELLS RHA MANAGERS OF AGMICY's GROWTE: (ashovid Loy: Hy phd ‘Gitizon, oan con 
ES Godt wry Slattory, quraieg al adninistrator of the Rural Blectrifice rtion Adninistr. an z 
) tho nh, told the ‘North Caroline inet al Electrificetion duthority Managers Asspciotion 
\ convention todoy tat ‘the peree: ntogo of North Caroline farns rocoiving eontral — pigs! 
| Bfetlon cloctrie service ha sonifrom 3,2 in 1935 to 33,8 in 1943, . pe 
Le Mr, Slattcry, who tra oy i history of REA in detail, said the organization 
has “dircetly and indirectly provided’ Rony jobs. 
ae "The scope of postwar plens of REA in North Carolina,® he éeda,. Mwill depend - 
toa large extent on how aie local groups Loy plons, for oxvansion.in their eae 
bie area. Arce coverage," he cortinued, "is e prince obdectivest.e a. 6 0:6 oan 

(Siniler story eppoars in ganache We vGe; Mountaiaccr, . Scptgaber: i, vty eee 
Bee. 


RURAL POWER LINE CONSTRUCTION DISCUSS ED (Tae Western Builder, Scat eam ae 21) “— Ab 
-two-dey rogional stoff conference at the Wisconsin Hotel in Milwoukee, Septaaber I 
‘end 19, REA Doputy Administrator Willian: J. Neal described a possibke ‘aecclorat ti 
Ror, rural powor line construction in the reconversion poriod, "The postwar ox pensio 
‘of rura 1 cloctrification" he said, “must go forward on c basis thet will bring 
electricity most quickly ond most chnoply to the largest possible nunbor of poople 
Deputy Administrator Vihcont D. Nicholson of Washington olse attcnded the cor 

forence, ond SUP ee headed a) group of officials fron the Ste Leuis REA hoe de ¥ 
ae eye Se & & »% 6 ee 
1s io or aon ai cere “‘roleasing rodtrictions on. construction “for which REA 
are Se epproved vould’ provide eroct opportunitics for capleytiont pap 

aorkets in the roconversion perdods « ie hes Aeebat FE eee rine 


“| 


F , 


zt reve cerca ‘to three Ohio rural idhactone: coopera: 
price of $2,115,000. An. cash, subject to closing adjust- 


We . 
e cdoperatives are borrowing ihe funds from the Rurel wos chantlon 


obi Prt Merc tw. A ute 
sede ved spposed ty Solmibus & Southem Ohio asian diese Safad se a, 


i wane ‘that, ‘in. Leone of the interest of consumers) dcuimiins &. Southern. 

; are, Yogical: purchaser;. that the: proposed financing by the cooveratives is ; 
“that ‘the ‘cooseratives are without lawful authority to finance the ac- 
sion, and, t hat they were without tawful authors ty bo! pequine the ShicrMiovend 

ties. *7... ie 
“The. cotimission found little merit in the ob ject ons’ ha,’ with weeny to the 
ged. illegality of the financing, stated: he 
'The record shows that the RHA made an examinatton of the Ohio-Midlend prop- 
2s: and. overetions and dctermined that the proposed loan to the cooperatives — 
_necessary funds should be made, We do not deom it our function to inquire 
ither’ the soundness or the-legality of the administrative phnciee and deter- 
ation, of the REA wi th. respect to its proposed advance of” funds," ang 
‘With respoct to the allcgatton that the cooneratives - ‘lacked authori ty under 
Lo. Law ta: ‘weke the purchase; the commission pointed out that this elleged 

ency'.is ‘the subjoct of three guits now pending before the Ohio courts, - 
NAIL that we décide and all: that wo are required or authorized to decide is” 
rina sale conforms to the rolevant sections: of the act; the aan’ nat eaten a | 
he Gongress™ committed to us,’ the Cemmissjon said, Ye Pind. thet it doésy. cs ele 
h finding. by us,’ ‘of cdurse, tee not affoct hie determination of tie issucs ns ae 
fore uae. Ohio ' courts," a i i eae Rea Gs 

} ‘ ALY Fa i (54 
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S| PLA 10. FDR BRINGS. SEOTRICITY (sosdlueas Maley ent a Su cabeee 4) —- Whore 
tbepo and regular channels. feilod, ‘a tittle 14-yaareold girl's simple plea to é | 
Ssidont Roosevelt. ‘ochieved not only results, put commlétion of an. electrical ‘in ae 
he RUA to her home in, exactly.te ‘days. after hor Lotter Left for coat 
Reet) a, Bittle: girl 14 years old," Martha Lane Crain wrote, tond my mother is - 
waly.2cd from tho hips down. The: doctor says. clectric heat: will holp her. Wo a 
yoshalf mile. from’ tho power lind. . My daddy says we do not haye cnough ‘livestock — 
L poultry. for the: linc to. be built. Please, Mr. PecHsa itis Bhs my meme. to got 
RA TR Rane gs iY 
Bees TRO, Prosident roforred “te matter £0 THO Ue Ds Dosae toot of pe: of. a 
nd. cl REA ig. anvegoncy. RA tolophened J. O. Cagle, managor of the. local Weshingt¢ 
, Tammany Hloctric Cooperative, - fnoi, Learned, that sufficed oft métcrials wor¢ on 
cae to build the: linos- Then REA; national officials and-Mr,: Cagle went to work or 
tho WPB for -roconsidoration. - Thoy got - ‘their approval « ‘s 5. end the lino was come 
ees » (4 similor story appearod in’tho Bogaluse Bullotin, seme dato). Ys 
any: on Conti “‘rocommonds tions. of Sccrctary Vickard,: by Olifford Stratton ae | 
peka, Capital, Scptcmber 10 -= Congress: should. provide for caval standards for — 
1d among formors, Socrotary of Agriculture , Wickeard recommendod to the House 
pecial committed on postwer cconomic pla anning end policy. ‘Congrcgs,. he seid, 
n takco’ steps to Mstimulate" provision ‘of sorviccs » ond; £aei li tics for farm 
families, Spccificelly, some of the stops: \hich night: be teken by Congress arc 
Pthoac, ‘Mr. VWiekord syst ¢ + oie) mM 
ee Hloctrificotion, — fonts ore nocded’ for a saath SUTY, 0% of nocds fo 
Loity 4 in atk rural’ arcas endfor drawing dotailod ‘plans: for providing Ltn! 
funds: should bo- nade available; immediately to finence rural cleetric coopors 
1c. years immodiately aftor the war onds, ond the REA should be euthorizc 
; Lotmonts to poopeatayes as soon as doteilod prete for 8 givon er ery 


| ew ges” 2 a Te ae pe i ee a ae ae * a as We 
ified _ 


are complcted and local groups wont to carry thom out... . 


i 3 EXPANSION OF REA URGED FOR PENNSYLVANIA (Washington dispatch in Philodelphic Ro 
S. Sceptombeor 9) -—- Rep. Frank Myors, Philadolphia, today urgod postwar oxpansion 0 oe 
a rural electrification progran which has brought clectric scrvice to rah 000 Ponngy 
nia farms. . ee oe ae 
Pointing out that dovolopacnt ¢ of small farms will be tho largest a ase 
“aeite ficld for national restoration whon peace comes, Myors ». » « » RoCom eae 


ay 
“a 


er, * ‘a four point progran for oxtension of rural cloctrifications Mis 
aa - 1) Egincors must continuc their. strugglo for lowor cost construction. — 
Se || a). Wholesale and retail ratos must. be lowered. be 
“ie ee 8) Cooperatives must be protoctod against unfoir compotition. moe 
_.. «* ~- 4) Lowor interest rates and noro liboral torns for borrowing nust vo nade 


available for rural line constructions . ons 
Wo cannot help the farmer," he said, "without. contributing to the woll~be: 

of the nation, and we cannot logislate aga ainst the farmer wi thout threatening thi 

~ security -and welfare of the nation." SGD we aS 
_ REA DISCOUNT OM POWER 49 NOT ALLOWED Cacctaatosy, Ne PR Nowa: Sontareen 6) pe Bee 

- drdor denying a devclomental discount on power purchased by the North Carolina 
“Rural Electrification Authority: fron, the Carolina Power and Light one was is: 


today by the. Wes utilitios ‘conmission. BY i Be 


Beard 15-minute domand of 75 kilowatts, ereent whch such tronsaction 3 is “appro 
Se in writing by the commission.’ : ‘ 
Ss The action made it possible, howover, for-tho REA to allow a. 20% ‘*ienoune to, 
| ‘gustomers other than incorporated ‘towns and cities and. commercial and industrial — ; 
~ eustomers using power in excess of a notored 15-minute demand - of. 75 iL ap Ventas oe 
- (Sinilar story in Relcigh News and Observer, Scptanber 0 Das 
“RURAL AREA HLECTRIFICATION PLANS. MAPPED BY NEW CO-OP (Andalusia, Ala., Star; # 
Septonber 14) -+ Postwar clectrificatizn of ‘rural communities in this scction” of ia 
ated state will be greatly helped as a result of the purchase by the Alabana.Elec- 
ic Cooperative (Rza), of the proportics of the slabana Vater wehbe Beit: haeales agcord- — 
in ar to Basil Thompson, manager of the Cooperatives (ae Ae Hf ie. 
hee The Alabana Electric Cooperative, organized in 1941, with 15 ‘REASfinanced Bie 
cooperatives as nenbers, obtained a toon. fron REA to finance ‘the purchase, and tas 
provide for postwar expenscs. « « e Roi 
President of the Cooperative, M. A. MeWillions, said Sddayex’ ~ I a 
>. "The purchase of these properties gives the Ria cooperatives serving Beit a 
Alabana and Northwest Florida assurance of power at wholesale rates for distri- ei 
bution aaong rural consuiers. The generating plents and transmission lines were” 
acquired for the ‘sole purpose of making it possivie for the REA Cooperatives to 
bring clectricity eventually to every one of the 80,000 farms in this area which — 
do nos. now have BpHihae and which may be feasibly sorvede 


psn eee will. be no increases either wholesale or pekedes “The pb isepats: 
_ propertics will: be fully repaired as soon as naterials are available," (Other : 
comments on transaction appear in editorial section’ of the — patie in news. secti 
of Covington News, another Andalusia weekly). fe 


REMEMBER ELEC TRIC REBELLION" OF '41? (Edwin Kenp in hitane nial Rebonny Sapte 
Dee (13)--- Big Spring's “electric rebellion! epitomizes the Pennsylvania farmers! fe ¥ 
Ee shootricity, Power ane: learned an inpressive lesson fron. hes 
ene county in 1941. : 
to supply-logitinate denand f | 
poly it t thes ; di: : 2 oper 


. otto Pelican ceedinee cient" nay bei decided a a ye reas Public. ca 
mission hearing. Non-menber users of an REA ccoperative say they have Bh 
‘“discrininatory" rates, and have asked PUC to intcrvones « « « eee 


’ : . ; - { é | x: 


aaa TINS OF INTEREST TO BIE STAFF 


evosaional Record, Scptenber 11, contains an account of the debate on H.R. 

nich would Seach state fhe operation of the Rural Blectrification adainistra-~ 
ad, other agencies. Rop, Rankin of Mississippi declared that the bill "shoul: ~ 
Law as soon as possible so that work on these REA lines may begin as soon as | 


onvenes on Wednesday ne Des Moines Register, Septenber 17 -- Lists spoakey: 
ee Hlectric Cooperatives nlp neh OT lg te hth nuigmiagshelel 


Die De tcaher 15 issue of The Press Digest, 11 clippings concerning the 
ed “political domination" of the agency have been received. — 
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e., -— . . & semi-monthly summary of press and radio items concerning REA Rtg 
( Monday, October 16, 1944 


ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 
Lae he } tte 5 : vA ~ a 
WICKARD OUTLINES PLAN FOR REA COSTING 585 MILLION (Napoleon, Ohio, AP story. in.Post- 
Dispatch, complete edition, October 9) -- A proposed 585-million-dollar expansion of. 
rural electrification facilities, in which “our entire nation has a deep and vital ; 
interest" was outlined to officials of Ohio's 28 rural electric -cooperatives by . | 
Secretary of Agriculture Wickard. Friday . hi Nee Gen i eat ‘aren ; ) 
_—‘“C Wicca sid. the proposed expansion program "would provide more than G00,000., 
man-years of work, including local construction, the mining, mamifacturing, and pro- 
cessing of materials for the lines, and equipment for installation on consumers! , 
premises. « « « : ee aa Ba a Pa ea : (3) Sh el eee 
_ The meeting is the first addressed by Wickard in’ a nation-wide tour: of. the REA 
cooperatives. He is: accompanied by. REA Deputy Administrator William: d. Neal of. St. 


Louis. a ee 


REA IS TOLD POSTWAR PLAN (Des Moines Tribune, September -21)-- Bvery-farm home in. . 
‘the United States will be able to have electric power a short time after the war 
ends, Harry Slattery, administrator of the Rural Electrification Administration,... .. 
told delegates to the third anmal meeting of the Jowa Rural Electric Cooperatives. 
Association ThuFsday eek ® s Meeeat le un 3 ee seas SA it aeeN vi is A ‘ 
: Slattery /told.thé. 350 delegates a committee was set up two years :ago to -give . 
consideration to-a postwar program. i “ae eum Oa lane g 1 ae ta ee 


‘ 


e 


| "In the post Civil War days it was..the transcontinental railroads and con— 
struction of canals’ and roads that took up the unemployment sag of the: men -who-came. 
from the battlefields and after this war the REA will play: an important part-in-... 
SLC eco och a i Ca am aE ea | aN we aa eer AL 
- &,. J. Stoneman,’ president of the NRECA, told the convention that he delieved 
appropriations for RBA work will probably be, considerably larger during the postwar 
“REA PLANS FOR THE FUTURE-( editorial, Milwaukee Journal, September 28) —-. 6: ol en 
cent check of RHA operations to date showed that oniy 9-of 812‘ cooperatives were in 
financial trouble, Millions of dollars had been repaid to the government in ad- 
igance: of the time due. And, aroused to action by the REA; private utilities had, 
“electrified as many farms as the cooperatives had. Today about 42% of American 
“farms have electrical power. NS phe hbo eae oe OURS 
Private utilities have not suffered from RHA undertakings. And rural America 
has denefited,-.REA deserves the support it is getting from the American people . 
“through Congress. It should have a useful postwar future, «© ff) 50 37 bi 


“-TULINOIS BOARD'S REFUSAL TO ADMIT ABA:UNIT TO MHARING CRITICIZE (A, B. Becker in 
*Post-Dispatich, complete edition, October 9) -- It appears that the Illinois State 
Commerce Commission, in its order barring a Rural Electrification Administration 


cooperative from a commission hearing on an Illinois Power ‘Company application. for 

a permit to build rural power lines.in the cooperative's’territory, leans toward a 

policy which may..impede the future progress of ‘rural clectrifieation in Illinois. 
~-*“The Commission's order is reported by, the Associated Press to have said. that 

“ tthe Illini Electric Cooperative and otherélectric coopéfatives have nog complied 

with Commission: rules." .This-statement.is open to a demaging and unfair interpre- 
tations Nonprofit: cooperatives, which serve only ‘their ow members, are not and. 
should not legally be subjected to the kind of control which the commission proper- 
ly exercises over companies operating for profit and serving the general publice »« e 


ee Ze 


If the present State Commerce Commission accepts at face value the contentions 


of the Illinois Power Company in the territorial dispute, its thinking WLLL VOR ee em 
strangely counter to that expressed by the State Rural Electrification Committee of : 
Illinois ina bulletin issued in Decanber 1937. The bulletin said in parts "In _~ : 


analyzing the activities of the REA in the last three years, it.must be recognized 
‘€hat it has, among other things, injected an entirely new element into the field of 
rural electrification -- the element of competition » » « » 

thotivity in competitive areas has been shown by the Illinois Iowa Power Con- 
pany. » - e this company's construction in rural areas hassnot been evenly spread 
over its extensive territory « « « « Sudden building activity in St. Clair and, Mor- 
gan counties, for instance, prevented the organization of proposed cooperatives in 
those counties. Agia, a 3 

More recently the company has been particularly active in its Champaign area, Ms 
where organization of an REA cooperative was recently completed. Champaign County 2. 
farmers, after waiting for years for company service, have decided that their area ya 
can only be electrified through cooperative development. Further attempts by a pub- 
lic utility to interfere with this decision must certainly be deplored. « « « 3 

"Utility companies might as well lock the barn door before the horse is stolen? < 


PHONES FOR FARMERS (colurin by Lowell Mellett, Post-Dispatch, September 30) <= 0 « « 
The American telephone system is the most extensive in the world and the most effi- 
cient « . > o But fartiers have fewer telephones than matomobiles, radios or lights. 
The explanation isa little difficult to arrive at. Apparently it is due to the 
fact that small rural exchanges, mostly cooperatives, eannot be made to fit econom—- 
ically into the vast network of the prescnt national telephone syste e een .. 7 

Yet surely something can be done and maybe REA has shown the way It hasnt?t — 
been so long since it was taken for granted that farmers couldnit have electricity, 
but now 38 per cent of all American farns have been electrified, 28 per cent of. them 
in- the last ten years thanks to HEA’. +e 2: “% 

-- The problem of rural telephones can be solved. A half-century ago, the Govern- 
ment made a radical departure in postal service by introducing rural free delivery. 
Ten years ago it moved in to meet the farmers! need for electricity, Both these 
operations are now accepted as amatter of course. The same probably would be true 
if the Government were to lend a hand ‘toward ending the farmers! telephonic isola- 
LON 6 © 6 'o 

“ WaR SURPLUS PROPERTY BILL NOW IN COMMITTEE (Electrical World, September 9) -- eo « 
The Senate bili also contains a provision that surplus property which can be uti- 
lized by a Government agency must. be transferred.to such agency. This would send — 
much power equipment to such agencies as the TVA, SPA, and Bonneville. An Agri- 

“culture Department spokesman, however. indicated that there is considerable ques- 
tion as to whether such property coulda be transferred to the Rural Electrification 
Administration to be held unvil co-ops could organize to buy it from RHA . « « « 
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- : Age. ) ¢ 
REA NOW SERVES OVER 60,000 IOWA FARMS (Des Moines Tribune, September 20) -- Postwar 
plans to instal? 5900 more niles of electric lines to serve 85,000 nore Iowa far- 
mers were discussed ‘at the opening session Wednesday of the Iowa Rural Hlectric Co- 
operative Association two-day annuel meetings. « » » ee “as cl ae , 
‘The REA now serves over 69,000 farm hemes in Towa that are producing food for 
the war effort*, d. J..Gxaa.) president cf the association, gaid.. co. "lamers 
have never before had eaiything that they appreciated nore than the REA program." . « 
~~ Out of the 52 rural eluctric cooperatives in the state, 5lL are members of the 
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pe 


- associations » » o : 6 . + 
ee Horry Slattery, RV Adainistrator, and Willian J. Neal, REA deputy aduinistra- ‘a 


£ 
ie 


tor, will both address the MGEVINGse « © « 


orker th ‘al Electrification Administration “were fold Monde. 
conference at the Wisconsin Hotel. The group was headed by 
stator Vincent D. Nicholson of Washington. AS 
stwar expansion of rural electrification must go forward on a basis that) A 
electricity nost quickly and most cheaply to the largest possible nunber ts 
a ‘Deputy Adninistrator Willian J. Neal of ‘Ste Louis declared, oe 


SERVE 46,660 IEW UNITS (Louisville Courier-Journal, October 1) -- Kentucky's 
nanced electric cooperatives will launch a $24,000,000 power line construction 
to extend service to 46,600 new consumers on a seif-liquidating basis as 

Ss wartime restrictions are Lifted, H. Curtis Brown, Brandenburg, president oti 7 
ntucky Rural Electric Cooperative Corporation, announced yesterday, Brown aie ae 
nnounced that Secretary ofAericulture Claude .B.. ‘Wickard would address.a.meeting of 
anagers’ and officers df the REA cooperatives of Kentucky, Bt RA bec piaHOAn Gy COT +: 


ce,.in eSStadend etyte October 9. Red) 
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ee 


sepa SHEET SFURRED APTER WAR aDs Roepe er iy Va,, AP dispatch in Wash- ‘ae 
i Post, ‘October 1)--— Rural: Electrification. Aduinistratioa: officials fron 13 ~ 
tic, Seaboard states, who concluded a- two-day ‘regional, staff’ conference here to- fe 
4 heard & prediction “by Deputy Adninistrator. Wii an, Je Weal that rites Dey ni 
¢ nstruction “would be accelerated; in: the reconversion, period’ eet ge gl 2 : 
| The REA has approved Loars OG: over 500. million: dollars throughout the ee 

some ‘105 million dollars*has not yet been, expended, aid: ie eevee the 
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restrictions. eR eit gm: at Gh OEP AS ae RA A AMR eA alin Sls “ ae (aha 
brte se ek AM TES oe aie aggthe Ae oe) 


3 
TITULE ‘FOR | SHELPT ‘(éditorial, Richnond, Va,, News-Leader,. mA el wae -- tS. " 
srify more Aterican farms, $585,000,000 may. be advanced by the Federal govern- , 
pipet the “next few*years. .At Least ;that is thé information of Willianid.. Meal, — oa 
y administrator of REA, who eeased on the ‘ews to° officials of” the Sagency at a M4 
ing in Denver yesterday. The sum is vast. Expenditure of it may be in part ae 
sessary Pi the’ power. companies of smerica will extend their service rapidly Mas, 
r the war. If they delay, government must ache. Nothing! neans quite so much to: 
rican agriculture’ how as the spread of a network that’ Will pat current within the a 
; 1 of every progressive farmer. Hlectricity.is his one hopeful substitute for (Sa 
lp around the housd.- Ts ‘Fepco: (Virginia. Electric, Power es ) ready to do its part) 


Tg ad 


advancing rural ‘electrifivatient:- Ye HG ede te a i als 


phere ayo 
* PROGRAM CALLS “FOR $500,000 ,000 ‘IN NEW FARM SERVICES (Merwin H. Browne in ‘putfalo i 
ing Sun, Septenber’™ 26) 3+: The: Rural Electrification Aduinistration is prepared x 
élease a $500,000,000 flood ofrerders.to thd counties” electrical construction: 
equiyment industry the toment the WB. declares the natérials and tlanpower avail— 
- Behind this is & whole new program for bringing telephones to-the nation's Bet 
s on much the same basis that the RHA has. undertaken to- py farms with elec~ 
ity. through cooperatives, © ee 
‘What *he total ‘activity of RBA: in. both fields will amount ‘to in the immediate He: 


War years is not now estinated, but the authori zation’ ‘of the: agency- has been ex= one 
ed another 10 years by Congress and indications are that Congress will quickly i 
ove euthori zations for’ it’ 8 jet cinta, the GORI, CAHEONE Field, oo. ae 


J “FOR THE FARMER (caitorial, Hekager® ows, «Se i egher. 27)! -- Whether the: ee of 

@lectrification in Colorado is done by sriteto: enterprise -- which is prefer- 
_to be sure -~‘or by a federal agency. isnot a primary concern. What is vital 
.t at bringing light and. power: and: modern conveniencés' eal rafich and farm be com— 
od as an essential part. of: postwar ‘planning. Bia i 
igures brought out by William J, Neal, deputy administrator of the Rural més 
ation | ‘non eh Shaheed during head Regent, BASvAng. in 5 Peay a are eloquent on this 


he Fa” id 
balls eatin 2 ¥ 


. 
Sie es ban ea. uae. So. 


It Re edentl a ‘that. the. comforts. and conveniences and Jeborssavers that‘are 
available to the city dweller be available ‘to the: ‘yanchers and thei:farmer too.-Mre:° 
Neal did useful service in pointing out this need. No matter who does it, it's a 


job that must be done. 


THE REA PROGRAM IS NOT COMPLETED (editorial, Paducah, Ky., Sun-Democrat, September 
25) — Great’ strides have been made in the program to bring electricity to rural | 
areas of America but it is spy =e ‘being. cin ites _ And it is an AARP Ae program, 
worthy of full support. jer et " * 

It‘is true; as the President. doused: ates he approved Legielatio itberali zing et 
the tefys* of REA ioans,: that the REA. program.is one of the nost important in raising 
the living” standards’ we farm people: ah providing a nore efficient form of 4om 
nanagenént sti 

The program has ween iayerrebt od by tis wars Tb stopped the swift ranen of: RE ‘aa 
cooperatives to isolated homes, and has interfered with the naiitenancé’ of service ie 
to some extent. But the time when the.restrictions will be relaxed is nears Then  .om 
one of the’ nation's: best works can:go, forward again. — ' ; 


11 o 


Vast POWER LINE NETWORK ‘VESIONZD <Manphd 6 Press—Scimitar, a Se. 4a | ohy — ‘Coe ee 
network ‘OL ‘electrical’ power lines covering the rural South as thoroughly as ‘the Be): oe 
mail ‘service’ “today was discussed at the Rural Electrification Administration! s | cone! fm 
eluding . session of ‘& regional conference held at the Peabody Hoteles i 0% «if ei 
“Officials: ‘pointed ‘out that 67% electrification projects in the” TeieStates. herent oe 

over $7,500, 000° in. ‘appréved loans still in the Treasury. Adding. $15,700,000 ‘in; Ode 
varice anorti zation paynients, these groups are ready . for trenendous? OPES expanst ial 
officials said-. >. .« ame i, Saas vig dia. pe 7 


+e = ae 


REA FIELD MEN FROM 20 STATES aT | SAFETY SCHOOL recent RS ttashae ay -- er ae 
rules for handling electric wires and equipment are being taught field representas 
tives of the Rural Hlectrification Administration from 20 states. in the REA head= = s 
quarters. The vocational education representatives are taking a six-day courses ~ . 
_ These field workers, when their week's schooling is over, will return to their 
home stations and give the same courses to construction and line ‘maintenance workers. 
The week's course includes training in the construction and maintenance of rural 
power lines. 
State training programs ate di tected by state vocational pt EE boards and 
financed by state~federal. vocational: educational funds and contributions from RHA- é 
financed cooperatives . . « « Pig | | : yo 


OKLAHOMA GETS EDGE IN DENISON POWER DIVISION (Oklahona City Oklahoman, Septeaben hy 
Oklahoma will get about 55 per cent of the power output at Denison Dem on the Red ha 
River, with Texas getting the remainder, Governor Kerr seid Wednesday in Washington ; 
after a conference with Interior Department power officials, 

Commenting on division of the electrical energy from the big ‘:daeraliy-fanenestl 
project, the governor ‘said allocations would be made on a priority basis with war 
projects, Rural Hlectrification Administration systems and municipalities placed 
ahead of private utilities in the bid: for power eo 9 @ Many BELA ‘of transmission i 
line must first be constructed, however oe ee } » 
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aNaLYSIs MADE OF NEW APL Rata: SCHEDULE (Arkansas Democrat, Little Rock, September el) i 
The proposed new rate schedule filed: by the Arkansas Power and Light Company with the p 
State Utilities Commission will result: in, an overall eduction. of approxinately ~ Be: 
$1,075, 000° to virtually: cae eersunens of -the Company an enalysis of the’ rabes:re- fe 
vealed. today * re ay e nf Seite A fye wee i 
at ‘large reduction is dobea in. tise new: irate to the “i Rm eoopétatives: which the 
AP&L serves, As-anlexanple of ‘the new: COmOp mated, a: ‘reduction of 27,4 per cent, in a 
the cost,to the First Blectric Cooperative, | whi oh serves: the ‘Bateadari1Le¢ areas. is 


ointed. ‘out. a 
gee hae 


ch 6 million dollars already has been approved for Colorado, Wyoming 
ew Mexico, were being discussed Monday in Denver at a regional conference of 

officials and field men from eleven western states. « « ¢ 

Deputy Administrator William J. Neal of RHA in St. Louis pointed out that re- 

ption of work before the war ends is part of an overall plan to provide jobs. 

_ tHvery dollar spent on a rural electrification line is instantly matched again 

‘by another dollar spent by the consumer, and is matched again by another dollar in 


the next five years," he said. ««« 


rural areas will be interested in a proposed additional congressional grant of 

~ $700,000,000, to finance postwar rural electrification projects. 

ms. REA should be given whatever funds it needs to continue to expand its public 
ownership progran. ) 


ITIMS OF INTEREST TO THE STAY 


‘Rural Electrification is the fourth subject in a series of monthly essay contests 
Be, ‘being sponsored by the magazine "Progress Guide." Essays of 2500 words or less 
will be judged for a prize of $50 and for a grand prize of $250.4 


The Theory of an "Blectro-Economy for Agriculture -- Daniel W, Teare, in Agricul- 
Be _ tural Engineering, September. ay yA 


Sy: we F : 
a Electricity in Four of Ten Farm Hones -- Prairie Farner, September 30° 


Bee GD iis tat 

‘They Take To Hlectricity Like a Duck to Weter.-- Harold Hungerford in Agricultural 
-‘Leaderst Digest, September -- Vocational agricultural instructor in Illinois high 
e school says that teachers of his subject have found it necessary to include a unit 
of electricity in their farm shop courses. 


i Da. ae a 


“Electricity on. the Farm ——- Colunbia, S. ass State editorial reprinted in Poste 
_--*Dispatch, October 2¢: Res ! 


Gospel of Scarcity -— editorial, Rockford, Ill., Star, September 24 -- Takes issue 
with Secretary Wickard's speech at Neillsville, Wisconsin, 


on, ‘eh 


_ Rural Electrification —- editorial, Atlanta Journal, Septenbder 23 -~ Commends 
President for signing bill continuing REA, 


- Septenber 25. 
New Power Line Wins a Patent i- New York Tines, Septenber 30 -- New type of rural 
_ transmission wire-avoics possible breakage because of wind or ice. 


 Burel Hlectrification +- Town “alk, Alexandria, La., September 18 -~ Foresees big 
_ expansion in rural electrification in state after war, 3 


‘Bee, September 14, 

[Os aes a3 nndigl 
aoe armers Want New Hlectric Equipment. -—— Cedar Rapids Gazette, September 2le 
iculture Department. is planning a large expansio 
ration as soon.as materials are released to build power lines. 
that the REA staff will double within a year. Moreover, Agriculture hopes 


It*s now es- 


i prec me RUMP ee ihre SPU oS trae Te ee 
Ree ey aed } Pete seer horay: ‘ 
-, as WPB construction restrictions are lifted on REA pro~ 


EXPAND THE REA (editorial, Sacramento Bee, September 22) -- Residents of California 


ris aes tae be Sua ge : ; 4 . 3 . ee 
Plan 220 Miles of Power Lines in 3 Ohio Counties -- Wheeling, W, Va., Intelligencer, 


Sroposed Appropriation for REA Holds a Promise for Rural 4reas -- editorial, Freeno 


n for Rural Blectrification ae 


to get REA moved back here from St. Louis," -- Jerry Kluttz, Washington Post, 
September 28. SURE NS eee et 


ei approxinately thirty newépaper clippings’ absut, the, RUA. rezional conferences through- 
/.-- ouk- the;country: have beenreceived. - Se MCI Niet NAGE SRN UA aie | 4 
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ze cSuryey Shows: Postwaf Call ‘Oh RuFAl “Hleétric: gui pacnt “-~ “Council Bluffs » LlOWa, 
Nonpareile 


ca 
Me 


Market. Discovered +-‘editorial, Hutclinsén, Kansas, News, September 26 — Hlec- 
trical appliances manufacturers estinate _they can sell $ok billion worth of elec- 
uc tet-cak: devices “to-farrier's “within 18 Months after the end..of the, WAN ee lz 
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“ Bederal River Control Is Not New -- Letter to editor of Post-Dispatch, Oc 
.-. sdby Benton Mackayée:” - nears aide iF AR A Lae 
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Gerenonies ‘at Nichols Ranch Mark Hnergizing REA Line (Wyoming 23) -- Cody, Wyo °9 
cele Enterprise, September 256 ote LAG Anam eRlt Bs a ak abe 
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Rural Electrification in Wisconsin ~-, The Western Builder, October 5. 

o> New; REA Unit. in Grant and Stanton Couities —- Hutchinson, Kansas, News-Herald, 
October 1 -— Pioneer Cooperative Association Deing.organized to take over power 

yi < lines and property of Highland Utilities "QQMDENT ag bi gad net HR ii let Ce RE Nea ‘3 


res 


REA Engineer Sees Great Chain of MVA Lakes Creating Jobs, New Wealth and Scenic 
~5 Beauty -~- Lette? by Franklin P, Wood 40 editor of Star-Tines, Octaber 2 (also 
-~-1Qehaber 11). BR os PU al Sieeih alin areca a Bai 


-: ‘They'll Buy New Réfrigérators ~~ Wallace's Famer and ,Iqwa Homestead, Octover 2? -- 

Towa REA families fave tig postwar buying program ready for electrical equipment, 

- according t6 survey madé “by: Lowa RBA Association ‘connittee -and. reported at-con- 

“povention Septenbér -20,7°F°° Shalt elu sit 

~ Gined the September 30 issue ‘of the Press Digest, six clippings concerning the 
alleged "political domination" of the agency have been received, 
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A semi-monthhy summary of press and radio items Gohcernine REA 
We Tuesday,. October 31, 1944 ; 
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WICKARD: Says. REA. HELPS ALL; ADVISES. FARMERS NOT TO’ ACOHPT. ‘UDIMITY ‘SERVICE | IN RICH 
ARB#AS “(Louisville Couri er-Jourial, October 10) -- No one: ‘should be. permitted to - 
build electric power lines for’ Noream skimming" of profits, but. efforts’ should, be 
nade: to bring. GEER power to alt farms, Secretary of Agriculttre Clade R. 
Wickard. yesterday r. told: representatives of the Kentucky Rural Electric pth sete), 
eration. at a “meeting ‘at ‘Kentucty Hotel. - 

" MEt cis ‘well known ‘that surveys are being made by utilities. for ‘the Purpose of 


Ppecting lines in. luerative territories," MWickard‘said. PTO gle eee Ae - 


oo -khow very’ well. how happy, the. farn: pedple in these Sarrttortea’ ‘ate heoause 0° 
bheir: Jong désire for. central ‘station. service, “But a also. know «that those farm 


p families ‘ate too neighborly ‘and too unselfish ° ” deprive. eee. aon ha ta ‘of sag his 
which they want and need. themselves. iadlie 


"But unless you and-1 and everyone., interested in ‘the Welrere or rata} ‘people 
Eecsent the real situation’ to then. they will never realize that ‘their obtaining of 
petty. may beat ane. cost. of denying someone’ élsé the seme privileges". ee © 


MOSES CHARGES. ‘REA OFFICIALS WITH MEDDLING; - SAYS HE CaN AGRE WITH 60-0Ps° (eens 


Gazette, Little Rock,.-Cctobder 19) -- Washington bureats will not be allowed to take 
over the power industry in Arkansas. without a fight, President C. Hamilton Moses of 
the Arkansas Power and Light Company said from the witness stand at the state. 


Utilities Commission hearing on Se Fe territory for rural: electrical espeng 


sions yesterday. . 

Answering the threat” of: the’ SuGad: ‘Electrification Administration, which poke 
six executives’ to. ‘Little Rock ‘to > induce state electrical cooperatives to contest the 
A.P. & li applications Lor: territory, Mr. Moses said, "The government's willingness 
to socialize our industries and take over our businéss has influenced the A.P. &L. 
to extend its rural development program in some sections below ‘the "good business" 
line in: order to. eliminate: the ‘outstanding threat | to our peace and life," 


Referring: to William J, ‘Neal, acting administrator of REA who, with five other 
REA executives reached an agreement. with. the state Electrical Cooperative’ Corporatic 
for. a postwar government loan of $18, 500,000 fér construction of rural: distribution 


lines at.a special meeting Tuesday night, Mr. Moses told :the Utilitiés Commission, 
ao the gentlemen from St. Louis “would not come ‘down here stirring us up and would 


nly let us alone, we. would not have a bit of trouble. The A,P.& L. and the cooper * 


Sins. can and have been able to sit down at’ the conference table and divide. the 


territory for the. benefit of all. There would be no conflict between the ‘power com- 


pany: and: Sits ‘COmOPS a era r EHS bureaus il somal tet us alone." eee 


SAYS A. P, & L. BUILDING ‘SPITE LINES IN ‘STATE. ee ta votts, October by" La 
Electric cooperatives of. the state do not want to take over. cities and industrial 
areas from the Arkansas Power and Light Company but they, are anxious to ‘do’ a com-— 
plete job of electrification without being hampered ‘by & Pi. & Le tepite lines," 

T. E. Bostick, vice-president of “the Arkansas: Ca ate Hectric Gide msgs: said 


last night. ea 


Replying. to C. Sand hon: Moses, fare & i ‘Hecee abhi who: said’ Wednesday anaes 
Washington bureaus would not be allowed to take. over the ‘power: industry in Arkansas 
without a fight, Mr. Bostick said‘his. organi zation ‘was not Lae} a fight but he. . 
indicated. his ‘group intends, to stick: to its plans. 

Mr. Bostick said the state cooperative!'s plan to extend vittog bot 55,000 cus— 
tomers was not "too ambitious" as Mr, Moses had termed it. Aper oximately 173,000 
of the state's 216,674 farms (1940 census) are now without SLOP EL OL Gy he sald, 


le eS 
4s 


s 
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either establishing piece, buat nese or won 1g his Key pho: b partner snl e with estab | 


_He charged the A.P.& L. with building "spite lines" into thickly populated — pat, 
areas just to keep the CONRRS out. and without any idea of. giving area, coverage e Ls 
BEA. PROPOSES 5-YEAR PROGRAM WITH Many JOBS (Post-Dispatch, October 25) —= A huge 
reservoir of postwar jobs would be provided by a five-year program of extending : 
electric service to the rural homes not now served and expanding the existing ser- | 
vice, the Rural Electrification Administration reported today. sims 

Through its postwar planning committee, the RHA . » « estimated the program 
would provide 2,750,000 man-years of work and would involve expenditures of five- 
and~a--shalf billions for construction equipment and appliances nt Pe ee po 

The report assumes that both. ‘the REA. and private utility concerns “would parti- 
cipate in the extension of service to new rural homes.. The ‘expenditures for equip= 
ment and appliances would go-principally -to private industry, which would employ © 
labor in the manufacture, distrvoution and installation . . ¢. (Also, "BHA Plans 
46> Million Missouri Program", Star-Times; and "REA Announces 46 MartiCs State, Ex- 
pansion Plan", Globe-Democrat, same dates). the Beth es 


REA PLANS ADDED LINES hy das Runnels! in Flint, Wick? Journal: oniatee 17)" == igh 
line electric service for nearly ‘every. farm may, be possible after the. war. under the 
government's proposed expansion of its rural electrification program, William J Neal 
deputy Rural Electrification administrator, revealed today at RS ‘annual. meeting» bt i 
the Michigan Association of REA Cooperatives .. pee: 

Neal reported that farmers are consuming. far ‘more: a EA cate: than the Govern= 
ment had anticipated in formulating ‘its. rural electrification program. . In laying a 
out the lines, Neal sai d, it- was. estimated the farms would consume only 60 to 100" "Exe 
kilowatt hours a month but- consumption has. actually exceeded all pre-construction 
estimates. In view of: farmers" intentions. to. ‘purchase one billion. dollars worth’ of 
electrical equipment and household appliances after the war, he said. Line earnings’ 
may be sufficient to warrant spreading the.service thinner than two farms per Mile. 

Neal estimated. that the Pace:Bill . . “¢ would’ save Mich cer Cee mor e 
than $85,000 in interest annually. ; 

On the basis of present WEB ‘thinking, he Sradicbed that rastrLetione on. a Sy 

materials for line extensions and manufacture of_ electrical pase would be 3 re- * ao 
moyed shortly after the end of the European Wale 4. ive a 


TAXING FARM COOPERATIVES SLAP AT OUR DEMOCRACY ‘(Louis Bromfield in- ae es Meee 
Times, October 23) -— Recently there has been organized a concerted drive to bring © e 
ahout legislation which would impose on cooperatives the same taxes as those’ iepesen 
upon corporations « ¢ « The very interests now clamoring for the taxation of ~ 
cooperatives are largely the forces which brought about their existence » « »« The 
ccoperative is one of the finest manifestations of democracy, - representing the sponr : 


ural electrification will be one of the first and greatest afterwar developments: 
ner estimate that électric service will be extended to over 5,000,000 new an 


taneous impulse, of men in a community or even in a state or a nation to. solve theig 
oWn economic problems, increase their savings and Laie hee themselves against gous= ie 
ing and grossly swollen profits. le ; a 
YOUNG MaN, BE YOUR OWN BOSS} (Reader's Digest contest, "Ideas for New th tence cea p 
aes issue; entry submitted by Robert H. Reed, editor of "Country Gentleman")— 


war ral customers under proposed state rural electrification programs now contemplatec 
3laeprints areready, and the job waits only for men and materials. i 
About 2,500,000 man-years of labor will be required to install the,hign lines 
along country roads: ‘another 500,000 man-years will be required to lead the lines 
into farm homes and other buildings. Some three and a half billion dollars will be 
spent in the process, and beyond that are prospective sales oe a billion dollars 
werth of farm and home electrical equipment. 
. The veteran who has some knowledge df electricity dan touday in this field, 
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Me service it than the thousands of rural GI Joes who want to stand on their own feet? 


RURAL ELECTRIFICATION DUE FOR CONGRESS OK (Aberdeen, S.D., American-News, October 
12) -- There is an excellent prospect that when Congress reconvenes, it will give 
{the green light to a big postwar progran for the extension of rural electrification, 
The platform of both pervies sunport such a program and Congress already has in the 
hopper two bills for planing and putting it into operation. One bill introduced 
this summer would direct the Rural Electrification Administration to prepare plans 
for electrification to vac. "iuliest extent possible” in every section of the coun- 
trys Ax appropriation of five million dollars would be authorized for this purpose. 
The seiond measure, introduced in September, would earmars 585 million dollars of RE 
loan funds for use on electvificabion projects through 1945. » « 

Further stimulus +2 the postwar electrification of rural areas is expected to 
come f:un.the lerge-scale regional development projects now being proposed for the 
Miescari. Aransas and other important river basins. Control of these waterways 
youLG create great resources of electric power, It is significant in this connec- 
tion tliat over 22 per cent of pre-war REa expansion took place in the Tennessee 
Veliey vider TVA 2. e 


RLA OXPANSION BEING PLANNED (editorial, Owensboro, Ky., Messenger, October 6) == 
“iaas, tor expanding the rural electrification progran in Kentucky are being shaped 
toward their being put into effect immediately after the government releases 
materials essential to the war effort... Thousands of farms will be served by the 
investment of millions of dollars that will be available for the expansion program . 
The end of the war will find farmers facing a future wherein an expanded REA prograr 
Will be one of the largest factors . « « 


UTILITY FILES PLAN FOR RURAL GROWTH (Allan M. Trout in Louisville Courier-Journal, 
October 19) -- Spirited competition between privately owed utilities and the Rural 
Blectrification Administration for rural consumers after the war was indicated agair 
today when Kentucky Utilities asked the Public Service Commission for permission to 
extend existing rural lines 704 miles in 64 Kentucky counties. . « The commission sc 
the petition for public hearing November 22 + + + « 

The Kentucky Rural Hlectric Cooperative Corporation recently announced a three 
year postwar plan to make KREC power available to 46,000 new customers in Kentucky 
at an estimated cost of $24,000,000. « « e 

Vigorous competition for rural expansion after the war is being planned 
throughout the nation as well as in Kentucky, it was said by Hugh B. Bearden, con 
sultant to the Public Service Commission. 

Privately owned utilities, he explains, have at last junked their old yardstic’ 
for rural investment, and are now prepared to spend money with more boldness. By t- 
old yardstick, he adds, utilities would not make rural investments unless revenues 
would retire construction costs in three years. The amortization period now has be . 
extended to as high as fifteen years « e e 


PROMISE FOR BETTER FaRM LIFE (editorial, Wichita Falls, Tex., Record News, October 
6) -~ The federal act Imown as the Pace Bill has been signed, It has much meaning 
for more than 100 Texas counties, and almost unlimited promise for better farm and 
ranch life throughout Texas for the future « » « « . 

Men who disagree with many of the things done by the present national adminis- 
tration will say quite readily that the rural electrification program is the best 
thing done in the interest of rural life in many a yeaTe se e 

One development alone, awaiting the farmer after the war, would justify elec- 
tricity on the farms. That is the quick-freezing or deep~freezing equipment, by 
which the producer can save all the meats and vegetables and fruits, the eggs and 
butter and produce of his farn, safe from spoilage, and ready for use throughout th: 
year, or for marketing when desired. 

The REA projects are owned by the farmers thenselves and run by then, Texas 
law provides for creating this type of cooperative corporation, and the individual 
member's liability is limited to his nominal membership fee, usually $5, and his 
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4 . Be Ae Sorensoy 
ey for most Nebraska RHA co-ops, says: "A Missouri Valley Authority is the 


gical step to be taken by the American people and Congress after the success “te | 


heegeet Valley Authority and the Rural BLS CHT TTS CARLO Tit at ae 


a in Oklahoma City for Talks; To Broa on WKY Farm Program -- Oklahoma OLty a 


she Bucket -- Journal-Every-Zve, Wilmington, Del., October 17 ~- Refers 
Raaocation of $13,813 to Delaware for current fiscal year. 


s the October 16th issue of The Press Digest, six clippings concerning the 
ed "political domination" of the agency have been received. 


a nthly eumary of press and radio items: concerning RE. te 


Tis ON a Sati bi November 15, 1944 
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age ty the: ResoRfatian. of. Tiinvis: Mectric Cooperatives. 
Pe. visualized for an audi ence comprised of farm advisers, form bureau 


He eridl tod expansion of the. Rural Mlectrification, Administration ‘program | 
ch will create thousands 6f jobs and-will take -the drudgery . out of a farmer's 
ct He réferred ‘td the ‘REA over-all-pYogram as. tone of the ence things - can 
gine. '4 ot (Similar story: in Springfield Registers. October BL) «: 


6 MILLION REA "POSTWAR PLAN IN MISSOURE, ILLINOIS {ngs TH apatch. ‘coubr eee édition, 
vember 8)°-~ Rural electrification cooperatives. and-other.distributors of rural 
wer in Missouri, Illinois and Arkansas are making plans for an $86, 100,000 post= 
ar construction program $6 bring 204,700 unserved rural: consumers, electricity 
thin three years after materials Bad enn wee again become available, according 
a report of the Rural’ Electrification Administration ... . ha 
These plans are part of a proposed national program of REA financing totaling Roe! 
"79,000,000 which, in turn; is part. of a projected five-year program of ‘Purady 1m 
ectrification by all agencies, RHA-financed and others, REA estimates that the 
: e-year program would bring electric service to 3,655,000 rural establishments 
Fi and stimulate a ‘total natal for Liha and services apleatieia to more than 
"3 $5,500, OOO 50006» i¢!'s | 7 
Pe hie shifting from a ‘war to a Veaneeaine sedhane says ne REA report; twill 
release increasing numbers of men arid women from war production and from the armed 
forces. If we want to avoid large-scale ‘unemployment, -we must oreate as many jobs 
Pee! 8. possible. The construction of rural: power ‘lines, the installation of wiring and 
_ plumbing, and the purchase of electric farm ‘and. hougehoid ‘equipment by new and old 
_ ¢onsumers will ‘necessitate ‘industrial production elev et~ (Accompanying this story is shee 
 @ graph showing the number of rural consumers to be ee the se aeee fis required 
or poe lite ponstngetion, ging the baa of mantyoars of. minis needed, ba NY 
Pe CO-OP OFFICIAL RAPS: POSETION OF PRIVATE FIRM Cee pee Little Rock, october | of 
aa 20) -— Arkansas rural: electric cooperatives. want’no- fight with the Arkansas Power and 
Light Company, but would prefer, to work with it in. development of the, state if, APL i 
would only leave the cooperatives free to develop the rural areas which the power — a 
company did not want prior to “ethblishment of. the Rae SE ar T.. 5. a oe vice~ y 


eh, 


Be president of the state co-op said...” A! ie 
My: Enphasi zing that the co-ops do not want Ke) beets over Guanatetpl: areas from APL. C 
; Mr. Bostick added that his group is arxious ta do a complete Jor of. rural electri- ee 
‘A fication without being hampered by APL "spite lines." « . 4 0» a 
Reeth "First aim of the co-ops! program is to give area coverage to every county ie 
and to furnish current to the rural people of.Arkansas at a price they can at Ord tite A 


_ to pay, thereby lightening the burden of the a shal end iia rte hae standard OF 4 om 
. living," Mr. Bostick | ‘said. ie 
pti ia ef ‘retalled a request by the Late Hare aye Calc dormer APL president, who Be 
asked, jthe RHA to lean his firm $500,000 to extend electric service to every rural 
nin the state | Feaiescoaonend ated to pay for. ite nies loan was Lol but no Cae 


+d 


‘ung exchenge of surplus property between federal agencies, REA, by iss own ad 


promise was made by REA to stay out of the state, Since then more than $8,000,000 
has deen loaned to co-ops of the state to build their ow lines to serve approxim> 
ately 35,000 rural homes and the surface has only been scratched," he continued. — ab: 


APL AND CO-OPS FAIL TO AGREE (Arkansas Gazette, Little Rock, October 26) =< 
©. Hamilton Moses, president of the Arkansas Power and Light Company, announced 
yesterday that the power company and fifteen representatives of Arkansas electric 
cooperatives failed to reach an agreement following a conference on the utility's 
proposed new rate schedule. . files 3 
The state Utilities Commission will resume hearings today on the new rates 
which would give an annual reduction of $1,075,000 to Arkansas electric consumers. 
<_arings were continued from October 11 to give the co-ops time to study the rates | 
sid to attempt to reach an agreement with APL, Fifteen co-ops and the War Depart—- 
aent have filed interventionse . « « Ne Cert ity Srcas | * 
YSNIES REA STAFF BARRED ARKANSAS UTILITY ACCORD (Post-Dispatch, complete edition, , 
‘ovenber 4) -- T, J. Robertson, president of the Arkansas Statewide association a 
or REA-financed cooperatives, in St. Louis yesterday denied the recent statement of 
G, Hamilton Moses, president of Arkansas Power and Light Company, that inter- en 
ference by officials of the Rural Electrification Administration hindered any _ Bea) 
possible settlement between the company and the cooperatives, aN eae), 
He said that Arkansas people run their cooperatives in their own way and that? 
they are grateful for the help the REA staff is able to give then. | : oa 
& vate compromise approved this week by the State Utilities Commission, Robert— 
son said, should make it possible for the cooperatives and the utility company to = 
work out an agreement on disputed territory if the power company will give area a 


coverage in its sections . « e « bint . 
Robertson said that he did not feel the cooperatives are in competition with 

the utility company and that they simply want to develop unserved rural areas and = 

get service to the people of the state. i if: } | ne 


- We are on the right road," he went on, "and I feel now that a satisfactory Ae 
agreement can be worked out between all parties. Things are in better shape than Ae 
they have been in a nunber of years and. the job of rural electrification can be a 
done without serious controversy." ¥ ae ee 
A aiahss . wie ae 

OFF THE RECORD (column by C. F. Byrns, Southwest American,’ Fort Smith, Arke,. ae 
Noventer 1) <= Electricity available to every farm in Arkansas is yet a long wey ae 
down the years, but clectricity for a great many more fams ‘is an inmedlate post- aM 
war possibility, heats ee Cats aS Sra i, 
The Arkansas Power and Light Company and the rural electric cooperatives have a 
been staging a controversy before the Arkansas Public Utilities Department lately — ay 
about allocation of territory for postwar rural electric lines, Tie fact that ne 
they regard it as worth fighting over is nost encouraging. The fact that they. eo 
have reached an agreement is much more encouraging. The figures they use in their ‘5° 
predictions of postwar construction are hard to believe but delightful to contem- 
rhe | | | i 


plate. , 


W4O WILL GET SURPLUS WAR PLANT POWER CAPACITY ("Washington Conment" by Ra N. Larkin, 
Bvectrical, World, October 28) -- Despite the broad provisions of the act directing 


mission, is not eligible to a priority on the purchase of generating capacity -- or 
ovher surplus electrical equipment -~ because it, as a banking agency, cannot use — 
$5 as could the Interior Department or TVA, which operate power systems. Nor are — 
"XA co-ops given any special privileges under the acte e « i ae 


As long as existing conditions obtain, REA co-ops do not appear to be heavy in 
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of the sige sce ashe prove ‘interesting | to. “COmODS 6 | .If this surplus eduiprient is 
to -be disposed of for a sorig and it becomes apparent that co-ops could generate 
their own power at aporéciavle | savings, then ‘RRA AAT: ‘change its. ‘procedure and * 
co-op genérating will’ te encouraged, these sources ‘Baye’ But no ‘such change, LS 
os aa ati unless the “savings from. self eeneraring “are No be tg at oe ee 
CO-OPS AS UT ILtTLe is (Baltorial, rive ace World, meta 23} on- In Tllinois aden 
. electric BOOTS are now held bo be’ public utili ties Tf they’ s supp! 'y Service to the 
public regercJ.ess cf whotkei v2 to¥ they recognize the juri sdigtion of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission. it is difficuit “go sée why co-ops object so to Comene tig 
stato\réguiation when they go’ outside their menbership for custoners, | 
BN Lea co-op objects. nie) coming under state. regulation it loses Bonen thtneh ll 
such as the Wight to-intervene-in the parcel ling ‘ont of térrivory. where thre: com 
Mission has jurisdiction over the isstuanse of certificates of necessity. Unless it 
complies with state rules i% has 0° beg to stance. onrin ‘case of iagjury Pron *striuc- 
tures as the resu Larotar storm. aa Own ‘members have 0 “Way ‘of ‘checking: the operation 
No - ‘cooperative thet - 8: opera bing fatrty and wansd to'dova- gocd job has any= 
thing to Lose by comin gtunder ‘ es regulation. it can have ao objection to fair 
fates or proper accountings If this be true we are led to telieve. that: those who 
object: have’ ‘per raps ‘Bonething: to protect: or’ to ‘hide, “such: as.  Untadr tates to the - 
non-~metiberss | 
> ‘One by’ éne “the ‘state: ‘conmie sions, are YUHin’ 6 “stand on ‘$his: ‘ist ber .* athe aoeene 
must ‘understand sooner hom “Later: th reit they are’ “private god.es and that ‘they canriot 
escape rewulation if they go outside their own menbers for cus tomers == if then, 


ILLINOIS “REA ‘06-0PS WILL FIGHT COMMISSION BID FOR JURISDICTION (Post-Dispatch, 
éonpléte edition, Novertber ‘By -- The ‘27 Farol clectric ‘cooperatives in-Illinois 
have decided ‘to ‘fight any attenpt by Ae tute ‘Commerce Cormission to assume -juris- 
diction over thai,  - ne 
ie Declaring ‘that REA ‘Soopdrativés are “Beis aed Mto serve menbdérs: only", the 
Ass0ciation™ of Tilinois: ‘Electric Cooperatives resolved vesterday to oppose @ 
Commission’ interpretation. that an REA group’ oporates in effect:as a public utility 
and thorefore is subject to comission ‘control. ‘They also protested agéinst ‘the 
Comission! s, recent ruling verring | a cooperate, from util he Hearings 


REA CONTROLLED’ BY ITS cuSTOIARS (etter from ey as Boys, manager of-Shelby Electric 
Coorerative, to’ editor of Decatur, Ills, Herald & Review, October 29) == Your 
ecitoriai in the Octdber 7 Review regerding’the decision of. the’ Illinois Commerce 
Commission to bar REA cooperativ es from their hearing is of speciel interest. to mo, 

{ can readily see how a layman not acquainted with the operations of an RE 
eooperative or their fundamental ‘set-up could ‘take the attitude of this editerial 
writer. “This editorial states that thé Illinois Commerce: Cotmission was set up to- 
regulate power ‘cempanies ‘delivering ‘utilities service and that the REA cooperative 
does not obey the Commission rules. 'o o « 

het it be said — here that” all Ry a cooperatives and their engineers are in- 
structed %O comply to-the miniuun standards of the Corimerce Commission's code to 
provide safety. In ‘the construction and oneration of its lines. there is no occasion 
for the REA’ coope rative to be governed otherwise by the Commerce Coamission because 
the: operating personnel is directly responsible to the Soard of directors. 

* “If a.customer of an REA cooperative ‘lime Has a: complaint to make’ and it: is. 
unheeded by the personnel, he can readily appeal.vo one or nore of the board of. 
directors which is elected from the membership: group annually. If this. board, of 
directors yet left: ‘unheeded these ana the a airs et tte could replace the 
entire board at the’ anmal neeting, . 

~“Did-you ever hear: of the positon of: 4 utility Beapeng ebbnitine their tine 
ae their neighbors without compensation and standing the possibility of being dis- 
missed because rates were too high or service unsatisfactory? « » » 

If all the facts were known I can assure you that in two recent issues, one of 
which was the one mentioned in your editorial, it was not the public that was pro- 
tected by the Commerce Commission but in these cases it was _the Meuialata 


FARMERS WANT ELECTRIC POWER AFTER THE WAR (Roland M. Jones in the New York Times! 
weekly column "Report From the Nation", .October 22) -- Farm communities are Bi 
beginning to regard as practical possibilities in the not-too-—distant future things 
which a few years ago would have-been brushed off as fantastic ideals, or at best 
‘renote hopes. Among them are an electric power line and hard roads. The pressure ~ 
to achieve these objectives will be foremost among farmer demands in the postwar 
period. . cay ue at . Nk 
The growth of rural electrification will depend largely on the willingness of 
farners to assume debt and pledge themselves to use power .in a volume to make such 
extension feasible.: That is going to come easier because of the spadework done by 
REA during the last decade. . « « pe ea: ) | | 


BLECTRICITY PREDICTED FOR ALL COUNTY FARMS. (aberdeen, S. D., American-News, October 
: ZL) ‘-—~ Electricity on every farm in Brown county as a postwar reality was predicted 
here Thursday by Ralph Rice of St. Louis, regional field representative of the ae 

Rural Hlectrification Administrations © 2 ©) , 

In a plain-spoken address before an enthusiastic, overflow crowd of county _ 
farners, Rice urged immediate formation of a project embracing the entire county — 
for submission to REA authorities for approval as a postwar project, "We have | 
every reason to believe that funds are going to be made available for this work and 
it is up to you to be ready with your projects," he declared. » 2. 6 | 

Rice attacked the public utilities for their failure to cooperate in the pro- — 
eran. He said the utilities were given first opportunity.to construct » « « lines a4 
(in rural territory) but charged that the public utilities "were more interested | 
in selling paper than kilowatt hours." . 1 : : a 

Rice said that electric rates on the REA projécts in Brown County average 
one-third of those charged by public utilities. » « ieee : . 

me accompanying Rice to aberdeen was H. M. Frederickson, field representative of 
the St. Louis REA office who is working on projects throughout the eastern part of 
tne state ‘es « ie oy : pnt 7 
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UTILITY ASKS TO EXTEND POWER LINE (Louisville Courier-Journal, November l) me. 
Kentucky Edison Electric Conpany today based a plea for authority to extend its 
lines from Frenchburg to Salt Lick on the ground it could thus gain possible con- 
nections with Kentucky Utilities lines for emergencies. . e« » . 

Harry Peet, president and general manager of Kentucky Edison, said that his 
conpany hoped to serve a possible 70 customers not now receiving electric service 
along the proposed 4-mile line. ye. cs <i et 

Flening-Mason Rural Electric Cooperative intervened, pleading that it already 
had started construction of a substation connection with K. U. at Olympia Springs 
which could be made available to Kentucky Edison for temporary emergencies. « « ~ 


ELECTRIFICATION OF FaRM HOMES TO GAIN MOMENTUM aFTER War (Spuds Johnson in Agri- 
cultural News Service, University of Florida College of agriculture, Novenber'9) -— 
Thousands of Florida farmers are planning to improve their hones and farmsteads 
after the war, and it is hoped that those who do not yet have it will include 
electricity in their improvements « o « te 
In a recent editorial on the subject, the "Florida Grower" nade this very 
pertinent comment: . 29: ! 

"It is thought that future electrification of rural Anerican areas will go 
forward rapidly as a netion-wide postwar project. In this, thousands of Florida, 
farns should benefit. . . Because of trenendous increases in incone anong Florida 
agricultural people during the last few years, they will be quick to seek all the 

conveniences and labor-saving devices which electricity makes possible in fam, 
operation. e » Further modernization of rural life will add contentment. « ef 

RURAL ELECTRIFICATION OUTLOOK LOOKS. BRIGHT: . PURDUE EXPERT EXPECTS BOOM AFTER THE 

WAR (Louisville Courier-Journal, Novenber 5) ~- There will be a lot of new, bright © 
lights shining down on Indiana farms soon after the war, according to a survey bein 
conducted by G. H. Foster, rural electrification specialist at Furdue Univ reity, 
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ae. “heb p prepeure: of war halted erteneten ‘of utility lines into rural areas ‘about 
BS 70 per cent of farm homes in Indiana had been fortunate enough to have rural elec- 
tric service installed. Approxinately 90 cs sa of the farm homes will be served 
eventually, Ihe boli eved. « 5? i 

_ The consensus among Purdue nen Eineyi as the ene # that if you plan 
rural construction or-plan to add eleetrical facilities it will be advisable first 
to check to. see if every item necessary to complete the job is available regardless 


. of priorities and ae, not available, just to invest your cash in War Bonds and wait. 
—soOREA PLANS TRAINING FOR FUTURE BIPLOYEES (Knoxville News-Sentinel, October 22) — 
a REA officials, in anticipation of expanded service after the war, are lgqlding con- 
_ ferences on job training to qualify future enployees. ‘Trained workers will be 
ae needed both to construct and maintain rural power ayes 


Agriculture Claude R. Wickard will come to Austin November 15 to address a state- 
wide reconversion and postwar conference of rural electrification leaders, « « 

. Earl J. Stoneman of Wisconsin, president of the National Rural Electric Co- 
operative Association, will address the annual meeting of the cooperatives of 
Region 10 ow the second day of the two-day conference Rise am : 


a 
a WICKARD WILL SPEAK IN AUSTIN (Austin American Stateemah: October 22) —- Secretary of 
’ kK 
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ra MICHIGAN REA SEEKING MORE MONEY (Flint Sea ‘Setatier Rave =~ Michigan's 13 REA 
+4 cooperatives, concluding their annual meeting today, advised Federal officials from ° 
REA headquarters in St. Louis, that their postwar construction and expansion. pro- ~ 
grams will require more money to finance additional generating facilities Beer for : 
extension of transmission and service lines. 
“after receiving estimates of expansion costs, Richard Dell, regional head of 

REA! s° ‘Epplications and Loans Division, announced. the proposed projects siete require 
an investment of more than $5, 000,0004 + « + 


PLAN TO ELECTRIFY MORE FARMS iC chotestach es eee Muskegon, Mich., Chronicle, 
October 26) ~~ Electricity will be brought to nearly every Michigan farm if the 
plans formulated by this group, supplenented by the programs. of. public utilities 
materialize after the war. Gathered around the table are rural electrification 
officials from St. Louis, and managers of Michigan REA cooperatives naking estinates 
of the postwar line extension and expansion programs costing more than $5, 000,000. 
(Editor's Notes REA staff menbers shown are: Richard Dell, A&h; Karl Crawford: 
Co-op Op.; Avery ‘R. Colburn, D&C; Robert B. Turner, A&L; and Harry Block, DECe ) 


LAKE REGION REA GROUP HAS MEETING (Aberdeen, S. D., American-News, October 29) ~~ 
The Lake Region Mlectric Association will be able to bring electric service to 
practically every farm in Marshall and Day counties in the immediate postwar period, 
according to Howard Frederickson, field representative of the Rural Electrification 
Administration, who spoke to a meeting of the cooperative ‘held in Webster. 
Frederickson pointed out that rural electrification is regarded as one of the 
principal jobs to be done when the victory has been won in Burope, and materials 
[ again become available for line construction. . . « 
"Passage of the Pace Bill,™ said Frederickson, is fully in acord with the — 
fundamental principle of the Rural prscsrytacation Act -r that is, to bring elec- 
tric service to all farmers," tar er 


eet 


HEADQUARTERS OF RURAL POWER aT SIKESTON (photographs and caption, peat DteoMten 
complete edition, Novenber 7) -- The headouarters building of the Scott-New Madrid— 
Mississippi Cooperative at Sikeston, Mo., contains a meeting room which is used by 
various civic groups in the community. ‘he cooperative is an important influence 
. in affairs of this agricultural section, Manager H. M, Zaricor likes to tell low 
the cooperative took the lead in improving the section's dairy products through in- 
ae  stallation of electric milk coolers. The program resulted in installation of cool- 
Baty i ae by aL. of mie. 28 fame, aetying one Sikeston dairy and in delivery of 17 nls 
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ai ore at one time.’ The town deletes ine evant: pase cee 
pea _ financed cooperatives in this area are playing a leading role. in the 
ey their, agricultural communities, An important: phase of this ‘Leaders! 
hibited. in, establishment of refrigeration locker plants, . The Ozark 

| operative of Mount Vernon, Missouri, helped to organize a refrigeration 
“A ana Xe) which REA ee hae es 000 for cena tata ey of a new croaen Apo locker 
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‘Plans Node Here woe Expansion of BEA. Progren - ~— - Behvsr Mews; October ar Ps 


Postwar Plans Jim REA In virekive) ‘are’ Sacdounben —L Bi dmdad TineeDhepbtcn, 
«. (Also Washi ngbon Evening Star, same date.) mere Nal. 
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A Five Year Program of Postwar Rural Mlectrification -- Ned Brooks in "Ohioans in 
Washington", ‘Columbus Citizen, October 29. 


___-REA Plan Would Aid 24,700 in Nebraska ~~ Onaha World Herald, October 29. 


Verendrye Group To Begin Building More Power Lines -- Minot, N. D,, News and Optic 


_ Reporter, November Qe 
Wickard Urges Expansion of REA Service -- Bloomington, Ill., Pantagraph, November 1, 
4 : Indiana REA Directors Hear Claude Wickard -~ Indianapolis News, November 2. 
P “Rural Electrification to Provide Many Postwar Jobs ~~ Springfield, Ill., Register, 
"~~ ‘November 1. 
Ss ‘Big RE Plan Set Up for North Dakota -~ Bismarck Tribune, November 1. 


ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THE STAFF 


Rural Electrification -— editorial St. Cloud, Minn. Tines, October 19 -— Nothing © 
a ‘thas done more to lighten work on farm and nake living easier than rural electrifie 
feo cation, | : 


rf Material Pinch to Hamper New REA Activity in Kentucky -- Paducah Sun—Democrat, 
a -Oetover, 16. 


REA Announces Indiana Allotment -- Indianapolis Star, October 26. 


Flectric Co-op Lines Project Pushed —- Zugene, Ore., Register-Guard, October 20 =-- 
George Lewis of REA office in St. Louis, delivers nain address at annual meeting of 
Lane County Electric Cooperative, October 16, 


The K. U. As A Canpaign Contributor -~ editorial, Louisville Courier-Journal, 
October 29 -~ Accuses Kentucky Utilities Company of violating law by publishing 
advertisement criticizing various government agencies as Nsocialistic™s claims 
that advertisenent attenpts to influence voters in current political campaign, 
contrary to Kentucky state law. 7 


To Aid Electrification -- Public Utilities Fortnightly, November 9 ~~ Mexican 
government. will invest $20,000,000 in cooperation with private enterprise to elece-. 
trify Mexico. Fifteen years will be reauired to complete the job, which will re- 
quire an investment of $300 ,000,000. . 


Farmerst 12 Billion Dollar Cash Could Bring a Gigantic Postwar Buying Spree -- Wall 

St. Journal, Novenber 2 -- Frospective purchase of clectrical equipment and ap= — 
5 . pliances mentioned in "The Impact of the War on the Financial Structure of Agriy ~ 
culture", published by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, : 


It Is Pushing Alone -- Great Falls, Mont., Tribune, October 28 -- Cites importance 
of rural electrification to development of Montana. : 


‘Buying after War -- Wallace's Farmer, November 4 -~ Electrification and modern 
pluabing rank high on list of farmers postwar plans. 


Right Now Dealers Are Selling Electric Water Systems -- Blectrical Merchandising, 
November issue -~ REA program mentioned as one of factors stimulating postwar mar= 
_ kets for electric. water systems... 


Power on the Farm -— editorial, Bvensville Courier, November 3. 


Walkie-Talkie in Peace —- editorial, Atlanta Journal, October 19 -—+ Points to 6x- 
tension and improvenent of rural telephone service as another postwar development. —— 


REA Enployees Give $5166 To War Chest Fund -- Post-Dispatch and Star-Tines, Nov. 2. 
Model for Farm Programs Seen in REA Co-ops ~~ Post-Dispatch, complete edition, 

Novenber 7 -—+ "Public Rural Mlectrification", new book by Frederick William Muller, 
Columbia University - economist, states that REA co-ops may Beret a desi) of widely 
diversified activities in rural communities. 


Rural Phones Plan Proposed -- Minneapolis Tribune, October 29 -- Campaign for rural 
telephone service has begun in MBSE Nhs 


Clippings of 24 news _ articles mentioning ae arbre ipl fi in connection with 
tre political conpaden have been received. 


Clippings of 11 news: “articles concerning. the krkenses Power and LEAN? Company 
territory allocation ab pelagic have. deen received. 


Since ie October 31 issue of The Press Digest, four clippings concerning the 
alleged "political: domination" of. the. ecto have. been ere 
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Rea IS RARIN" TO GO!: amity: AdministratoP Witt ! 
November) -- Will the electric lines be extended “ir farm after the war? .. . 
Yés, if you and your family are willing to work to: get electricity and if you are 
Willing to.use it asa money-making, labor-saving tool. Here's the catch. Hlec- 
tricity must be harnessed to productive farm work, If electricity pays its way on 
each individual farm, our experience shows that the whole electric line to which 
the farm is connected ‘will pay its way. But if Krank is used as a easter: 
our postwar expansion will not be. very: large. Pua voor cn 
The job of bringing electricity’ to the portion: of rural America: still ive SVEN 
is s0 big that it. will: require, the: efforts of many. . ee Sak indi a farm - que 
ermaany and the private. power: admpanies, ) os 2 
‘Once there was ‘some: ‘hesitancy: at extending. power Linde 2 Rasy ast "too. mats te ye 
build them. The farmer’ couldn't or ‘wouldn't. pay hi ghrrat es “for his power, and the | 
power couldn't, be. sold at a. Yeasonable: price’ ~-.or, so ;we were’ "$610... Today’we know 
that” these reasons, : ‘or excuses, no Longer’ ‘Tepresent: the tirite ‘picture. Farm ‘elec- 
tricity: need. not be- expensive. ate Ie aie 
aT ‘look forward: ‘to the task. ahead’: as one thet “add ane ence our, dngenvity, ae : 
skills “and, as. a job that we can and will lick, . . REA hopes. “to be: able, ‘to;,continue “to. 
reduce tte’ cost of line construction and to oo ntine, oe spearhead. the bi to cheaDy, 
dependable electricity for tie. American | farmers. nes : 
‘Ali three -~ REA,’ “the farm. groups 5° ‘and the bape cus ntlH hee a5. are. making’ 
definite and concrete plans for. quick’ action, once. the, manpower and. materials: can Ss 
be spared vom) the wary ALhorus aie so ieee ae fe Fol iene: ue ee Tn a 
REA, in. short, iis’ ‘rarint. bo OH" Dae ane Ph gun ly ca (EEE A a 
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THE UMILITINS PLAN PARMWARD, cr We Kelloge, Siaiaanh. of. Biison Blectric Tnetetate, 
Successful Farming, November) - -- Blectric utility. companies are looking forward to 
a resumption, as. soon as the war. sitgation will permit, of farm line construction — 
and of programs. aimed. ite) promote more use of electricity ‘on the farms already: con~ ys 
nected. to rural power lines... .They regard “farm electrification as one of the: st 
portant opportunities for’ expanding and developing their: business. . .. 

It was 40, years azo” “that the business-managed utilities started to. ont tna 
lines into farm territories ... « ft.is the firm belief of those connected with the 
electric ‘ability industry that adequate rural electrification at the least ‘possible . 
cost still presents’ a challenge. to, private industry and that we cannot have a ba 
prosperous America with a rural’ eee having | a standard of living ‘below that + 
of the city . «6 « 

The electric tani tr apivent ee: hope to cooperate , with the tnanufacturers | of and’ 
dealers in farm machinery, with. the various Government, agencies, dncluding. the. me 
Rural Electrification ‘Administtation,;, and with farit. organizations ‘Whose aim is the 
accomplishment of a better standard of Tivie-on the farm . , . (The. companies)... 
- » long ago accepted the challenge to help electrify. rural inerdice: and.to do it 
constructively, on the basis of sound engineering . and agricultural RrsnCiel aay 
They are in a mood to” Saale te their efforts: on, this Givection. © 
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CO-OPS WIN DRAMATIC BATTLE FOR RIGHT ey PURCHABE: OHIO. UrILrty: “FIRST ACTION. oF 
CO-OP AFTER PURCHASE CUTS CONNECTION CHARGE FROM $300. TO ..$5 (The Ohid’ ‘Qosperat am 
November 15) -— Three Ohio rural electric cooperatives, after a long. and. involved 
battle against New York utility interests,. ‘and disbelievers within, their.ow ranks 
who sought to prevent them, have’ say eit ‘putchase of BAG Ohio-Midland Power 
Company. » » for 3S) 115,000, +. att : gee 


Cie. oh the Heavens gatintas as 


, oa * - - *. 


‘The Racor tivae. have elected new directors and cut the "connection charge” “Su 
from $300 to $5 ---membership-fee in the co-op. — eats 
Far from "blighting" the: scene, as utility officials predicted, ‘the co-ops ‘Fee 
tained the operating personnel: of Ohio-Midland, re-hired the manager at an increase — 5 
in salary, and refunded about $14,000 in old connection overcharges. Another ee 
interesting by-product accenel isha ert was the "selling" 6f Ohio Senator Robert o 
Taft on the idea of rural cooperative electrification. Taft, former arch-enemy of 
RRA, admitted he was "sold" on the plan after the Ohio cooperators "crashed" his Bee ' 
capitol office and explained in detail the values and workings of. REA. VA 
Three hundred dollar connection charges are now a thing of. the past in South eS 
Central: Ohio. ‘The new connection charge is $5 -- membership fee in the CO-OP. a 
a, 
pe 
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WICKARD WANTS ELECTRICITY FOR ALL TEXAS HOMES (Austin American, November 16) °== 
U. S. Secretary of Agriculture Claude R. Wickard told a statewide rural electrifica- 
tion conference in Austin Wednesday that one of the first postwar efforts should be 
to extend electricity to every farm and ranch home in Texas, and in the nation as a 
fnational responsibility". He addressed about 500 managers and directors of 1 ae 
projects comprising the Texas,Power Reserve, statewide association « « e be 
"All our plans," Secretary Wickard told the delegates, "must be made on ‘the bi 
basis of complete coverage of . every area. The time is coming when we are not going ee 
to permit large areas to exist where people have to go without electricity. Ftd ae 
coverage of every farm is the very heart of our -electrification program" . .. se 
Speakers on Monday's s:program. included James Salisbury, Jr.,B. H. Hardley, 
Jack Higdon, BeRi Hantin, and B.°W. Chesser, of REA. an 


WICKARD URGES REMC EXPANSION itmikcueaehs Star, November 4) -- The necessity for 
providing the remaining 30 per cent-of Indiana farmers with electric service was f 
emphasized by Secretary of Agriculture Claude RB. Wickard in a talk here Thursday. . 
Mr. Wickard- addressed the semi-annual meeting of the board of directors of the 
Indiana Statewide Rural Mlectric Cooperative » . » Managers of the 44 rural elec- 
tric membership corporations serving approximately 70,000 member-—consumers in the hs 
state, attended the meeting at which plans were formulated for stimulating comple 
pee of the program of rural electrification halted by the war. 
| REA representatives who spoke at the conference included Richard Dell, A&l; Paar 
Karl’ 3. Crawford, err Operations; A. R. Colburn, D&C; and W. W, Walter, Finance, — 


FARMERS TO ASK REHEARING FROM ARKANSAS BOARD (Past Dispaten) iat editeon “8 ce 
November 17) -- The. struggle between Arkansas rural electric cooperatives. and the 
Arkansas Power and Light Company.over division of territory. for postwar rural elec . 
trification continued today as the. Petit-Jean Electric Cooperative at Morrilton Pres 


‘pared to move for.a rehearing on an order granted by the State Utilities Commission 3 
last week alloting 106 consumers. in Conway County to the A P. &L. ‘ 


A spokesman for the cooperative said it-would contend that the codperativels 


‘rates are more advantageous to consumers, especially those having a low kilowatt 4 


hour consumption, It will maintain that the cooperative's policy of building ser> 


‘Vice.entrances would save shes consumer from $10.to.$15 on the. wiring of his 


Dy git bes. 
“The eooperatives ptunas soe ror: eet he service, ‘the spokesman said, would 
assure those not now to be served by the utility company that they would be served 


later as 4 part of-the area coverage plan proposed by the cooperative, o 8 


J. G. Moore, attorney for the cooperative, said at Morrilton earlier this wabk 


that the co-op previously had: planned.to construct rural electric lines in Conway 


County and would take whatever legal steps are necessary to contest ce State 


' Utilities Commission's OTe 39) eek 


CO-OP SEEKS TO TAKE APL TERRITORY (Arkansas Gavaties Little Rock, November 15) = 
Declaring that the Arkansas Power and Light Company | has refused to ectene rueae ae 

lines at the request pa prospective, ous toners eh! | 
‘Co: 


hii ha ts 


© bul Hesse me its own ms Hoes 


‘s for allocation of territory in d Toceoen and. Indepondenes 
sepia icone 
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a will, Cenviewe their siieeies over dfviinion of rural areas for post-— 
ctrification in three hearings” Before. the pyels dda ete Commission 
ie first. two..weeks of December. : Bree 
geht, between: the-utility. company’: ‘and. hes papswatd ve to determine who 
ve rural areas: of ‘Arkansas broke out last month, before the Utilities Com- 
“The ‘cooperatives’ maintain that ‘they :can ‘serve, more. consumers in a given 
$e they, meere tes on an area coverage vasis enemy Fe 


SAS HOLDS: ARE LA. c0-0P, Ts ‘PUBLIC. UTILITY (bootcDienatehis complete. ‘edition, 
51 85) “-— (AP). - The. Ark-La ‘Bleetric Cooperative, -Inc.; isa public utility 
‘. ject: ‘to. Yegulations: of ‘the Arkansas Department of,Public Utilities, theo kee 
e Utilities Commission ‘ruled today, ‘ending - & dispute that has been’ pending Rees): 
befo e the commission since ‘December: 7, 1943, Chairman. Maryin Hathcoat dissented ~ 

n th majority’ opinion: issued. iy Commissioners A. BS Hill and Joseph Morrison. 
ny k-La serves - only: Otie: woustotier in Arkansas at the Bresent eee the Der cae 
lan pe ingdacehas alumina plant near sk Spranes, aise oo ES 
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RAL | PROJECTS, COOPERATIVES aD: Teast 0 unrartias, (Seedy Pierce in Journal ee 


otion, are preening: an. Gncteasing menace. to the electric utility cided 
% dy Of aes Epaanted indicated over the Weekend. 


utilities a rcegune Ret all cooperatives’ Gd Reeds projects be sub~ 
cted to substantial taxation . .. Some. of ee _BEA-financedi cooperatives are 
ip ippine anbi tious postwar reat mite et Eig uta) Genet 
There is also.a continued acquisition of private utilities by cooperatives. « 
ity company Officials Somplain that. cooperatives are- ini position to outbid | 
private conipaniés és in the buying of properties put up for sale by concerns selma 
comply with the provisions of the Public: Utility Holding Company Act. They 
oint out : that in accord withthe prudent investment doctrine, a utility cannot Bahan 
bid more thai: ‘Sriginal cost’ léss depreciation, for a property. ‘The Nebornteam on 
anhampered. by such, a. restriction, can enter a bid aonaehand higher than that of | . 
Se the private. company ‘and: obtain the property 4G 
es |. Another: complaint, voiced ‘against the REA is that the cooperative which it eae 

_ finances; not only’ en joy. a? substantial tax exemption but that they can borrow =| 
money at lowlyatés. of. . interest iahd the ‘amount so obtained can equal 100 Bor Gent” ; 
of. the total ‘investment’ Uae taghe Sls Doma ee 


. Se ier to 
4 


FOOTHILL. -ELEOTREC, Issuz. Is. FOR THE PROPLE TO DECIDE (Fresno, Calif., Bee,| November per 
y. editorial) * =. ‘Résidents. of a Fresno County ‘area long. deprived of electric fi 
vice will decide whether to ratify the rejection of ‘a. proffered $260,000 Rural 
trification Administration project by Foothilt Electric Association. l 
ie Their. decision,. ‘tentatively scheduled to be made‘ in a mailed ballot. election, 
a ewise will determine whether directors of the cooperative acted in accordance ; 
h the desires of “association méiibers by virtually accepting a Pacific Gas and > ake 
Ele tric. Company offer to build a transmission line. . eae 
was pointed out in Fresno last week by B.' We Chesser, an RHA regional Gate 
pe scee ‘people tried fruitlessly for years to get the power, and when the 3) 
ae eae ee ‘the: petits gj Gas and Electric Company obviously beeen: ae 


Ty 
interested. I feel like REA has been used merely as-a tool . .. The Soule nave a 
been confused by a bombardment of propaganda, After the PG&E came into the picture — 
at the eleventh hour, the board suddenly about-faced and ceased to be interest od amy 
what REA had. to offerstthov es -. : 

"Why? That will be up to ‘the people. of the district to answer when the direc 
tors' action goes to then for approval or rejection, | 


3% 
FAMILY FARM VITAL TO NATION, WICKARD. Says ‘(Denver AP ‘dvepatcl in Macngociet, R, ta 
Call, November 21) -- seri cuuture Secretary Claude R. Wickard declared Gceee théic ae 
Beth Iwate farm "nust*remain one of the chief foundation stones" of the American - Re, 
way of life after the war,: in a speech ir epared for the 39th annual convention of. ae 
the National Farmers! Union... . ae 
Cooperatives, including those. dealing with rural Shentiteicarion: oad as the | 8 

most to enable operators of. family-sized units to meet large-scale competition on Aap 
its own grounds and yet preserve their independence", Wickard declared. eo ae 


ELECTRIC CO-OPS PAY $6, 073,000 OF LOAN (st. Paul Pioneer Press, November 15) -— 
Rural electric cooperatives -~- a government-financed means of bringing power and _ 
light to farm homes -- have paid back $6,073,806 of the $23,679,610 loaned in oe 
Minnesota and the Dakotas, delegates from the three states were told Tuesday at: ‘ah 
district meeting in the Hotel Lowery. . Sit) 
Harry Edmunds, president of- the Anoka, County Blectric Cooperative and district 
director in the NRECA, announced that $1,650,000 of the amount paid’ ack was Tenis ae 
mitted to the REA before it was duew ap, 
"We are very proud of these figures," - Edmunds said. "A lot of Saber still 
seem to have the feeling that. REA, is some kind.of grant or dole. It is exactly ~ 
the contrary, a strictly business proposition between a government agency and the - 
cooperatives, and, far fron meine ain the red, we, are away ahead of ete in our 
repayments." Ses : 


KENTUCKY CO-OP OFFERS SUBSTITUTE 70 ULILITY PLAN ‘(Gout evils Times, November 14). a 
A 3-year postwar rural . electrification expansion program to serve more than 46, 600 - 
new cOnsumers and cost $15, 500,000 was proposed by the Kentucky Rural Electric. any 
Cooperative Corporation as managers and representatives of twenty-five rural elec— . 
tric cooperatives met yesterday. at the Kentucky Hotel to map a substitute progral i a 
for that proposed by the Kentucky Utilities Company. 

Attacking thé Kentucky: Utilities'- application now pending Before: the’ Public — 
Service Commission to build 704 miles of power lines in 63 counties, President: 

H. Curtis Brown described. the, application as a "piecemeal program which would make 
complete coverage of ‘rural areas impossible." 

"Tt is obvious," Brown. declared, ‘that the Rontucky Utilities is attenpting 
to grab off the more populous.-unelectrified communities in those sixty-four con— 
munities, and thus jrevent. the: formation of economically sound rural electric 
systems which would serve the less thinly-settled communities as well." . . « = ee 

. As. an alternate ae rate) con pern tee will present ‘a program based on area cover-1 
ABC. « © cS ou . bb 
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ARKANSAN JOINS REA HEADQUARTERS AS HEAD OF “obmparions DIVISION (Post-Dispatch, com—={ 
plete edition, Novenber nd Seon ee i 03 Robertson of Jonesboro, Ark.; president of. the 

Arkansas state-wide association of rural electric cooperatives, has been. made. chief _ 
of the Cooperatives Operations Division of. the Rural eet ee fdnins ste oe 


FF te. new duties yesterday. ee 
: tson will have, responsibility for REA aipereieton of the. avavablone es 
some 800. financed cooperatives - throughout, the country. The position is one of 


the four or five most important: jobs in the organization, The person filling it a 
can largely dehernine the-financial. success, or. failure of." ‘the rural electrification _ a 
program, since ‘he ponent farmier-owned Eroups 1 the Shaan Sascha of: 19: 
rea ae sc SRE SAB He ee nal Soa Aa Mase oe 


4 item oecrice te ‘REA Leetei ci hindered any possible settlement of 
ween the state's cooperatives and the utility. . » 


AKES REA HOTBED PAY DIVIDENDS ended Oty: Call, November’ 40) (Negro) -- 
er means more than electric lights, radio, fan and electric etl sarl a to 
Mrs, Bert Hird, cooperators or rs U. S. rere aE of “Agriculture! Ss Rural 
fication Administration... - 

* To this colored farm family it also means an extra hand these days, when se 
or i unusually scarce, and a better hot-bed for their vegetable plant busts 
Tk ,Hirds «2 prow vegetables and fléwéer: plants as an important source of © : 

ot 5 haan ‘He over Mrs. Hird were ales old and their two sons were in 


rand with the. seeds: otis: neEy: eee ee Hetted more than sree, off te 
Hee te hie. an: pbhe Hotator: ‘Tafomer, Novenber n, and. Atlanta Pes Mis 


WN aay SULA COO ai a aye Dr pyees eal . j re be % 
WE 2 LINES, te ae Newsy Rovner! Ne ~~ Thre’ powtvak pelted ain seo 
xtension of. Siemede ronee ue hind Lanier aon, thousands of unserved Paras — ih 


aie Ah 


ee ieettiel ced. But. ‘the: eriticien’ wild: not” eka’ a aatenee Country hades, 
woe the. tisk, of ene ‘shea ‘Loans and ae: higher: tates: they” demand canho 


en’ ‘Theoret Galty ? that? Genie ‘be a ‘true ‘statement. 
tical | standpoint st fails baat eg Mc nae ae 
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spa FOR Bem aa SLBOTRIC WERE" (Katéaazco Conctte, Yoveiiber: * 9) - a - : 


e he. Laat lita it ee diedtauenne: to-do the job properly 2. . 
oie that aad a ronan: of: the 2s 500, 000 ‘American farms connected 
He said it takes more than = 


as 3 


in March, 1940, the cooperative had bought current from the city of Lebanon, ea 


_woomestel load a ie 


* a 


plaining that it.is the lifeblood of rural electrification poe, (Similar story, in ey 
Beeinaw: News ,: November 10). BN ea ca ars 1. | Raiir 
A READY. PLAN iGrent Falls; Mente: tribuie,: Nowvénbe# By ne Pe ‘elt of the ‘poetyaee 
pila. were.in as dependable shape as those: looking toward rural electri ftesiianm ee 
there would not be any trouble about supplying employment to returning sdldiers hare: 
These rural electrification enterprises pay for themselves and support then= i 
selves. More than $5,000,000 will go-into the postwar expansion program for Montana 
Rural Bic cuneticat ee she esipeirned oh stents! MA) its own merit in finances and =¢ 
service. : ye ONT Bee NEN at 


TO STUDY RURAL ELECTRIFICATION (Athens, Ga., AP dispatch in Atlanta Constitution, — 
November 15) -- Research on rural electrification, development of labor~—saving ~ 
machinery » .'. are among the postwar expansion plans of thé Georgia College of oN 
Agriculture. -Dean Paul W. Chapman estimated that 1, eer ebud unis will Beck ae 4 
every year at the school when the war is over. ; i! 


of electric energy from ‘the Sho-Me Cuopevative ‘at Marshficld. Since its iiecotheam a 


»’ The change in power » ‘sources, it was: andi cated, was. ea sabiisine 4 Pe the nie) 
cost. of: electric power. ee. 

Mayor Frank Ashmore pointed’ te: the: mariner in dd elt ‘the local co-op has been © 
treated: as a contributing factor to their finding another power source. It- has been 
the policy of the ‘city, incase of trouble at the power house, to cut the REA lines — 
off first. REA also was the last*to go back on the Vines: after the trouble had i 
been corrected, he said. .Even so,. the cooperative, the. ‘Largest eae consumer, Was ot 
charged a Beeher pers then some industriel users. cee | i! 
NINE PIGS PLUS PER LITTER (z. L. "quaife, Tia Stars Boles. in capper's Raraeey oa 
December) —- From 14 sows, Val Racek matured 132 market hogs to 53 months. That! sam 
an average of 9.4 raised per litter, ‘compared. with the spring average of 5.5 pigs. Be 
saved. His record was no accident. It involved more than luck. Results were os 
assured by the system of pork making he adopted and by the painstaking adaptations — 
worked out for his farm conditions in Story County, Iowa. . ee 

Perhaps one of the pieces of equipment which contributed more than any other | 
to saving a high percentage of pigs. was: the electric brooder~ “after putting the 
pigs in:the: -brooder once or. twice they learned to ‘seek nes heat and the Jon ons 
caring for them. ‘was’ abla well over, " he aoa oie tee 


THE FUTURE! S we TO. US: (Dr. F. ‘A.’McCray in Southern poral EEL fe eees issue) 
—- Since every phase’ of our economic life has:.been Changed by military necessity, 
the.fammer, like everybody: else, wonders what thé-future has in ‘store: for hin, Will M3 
there be markets for his products: at fair prices?. What enterprises will be most” 
profitable? And what security will be afforded the pane ae who makes farming his 
vocation? 
Manpower shortages and other wartime necessities have hastened some changes,” He 
end with these we are alrgady. familiar. New électric lines have been built and id 
farms power ed with electric motors to keep up farm production. "Equipment companies 
are ready with other labor-saving devices forthe: small farm. ‘This offers an es 
Opportunity to develop :.a: soatae, efficient and more: diversified type of agriculture. 
Farms have. been mechAeZ eS, oS hese things aré ‘straws :in. the wind. Ae pti 
POWER CLUB ‘TOPICS. COVER. Many FIELDS (Hlectrical ’ Werle; Novenber 18) -- Superfarm 
operation (and other. subjects) were, Rae ey in the neetane oF the Interstate Power Sah 
Club in New York, Novenber13.. wy ) | a 
A farm with a power: “aenaha: of “3600-kws, 
ee . om inisk oe 
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organ “Of: rata Electrical, Scamaoe and Machine Workers of oats Novenbes 
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AP. poli. for “artes Wer orn Portland OFegonten, Horeab er 13," 


lans Gl otin a4 Dor 57, 700 aia in State ‘After. War -~ St. Cloud, Minn. Times, 
em er 15. eau "REA vi bea a a alias sane paper, Tomes ia ene. : 


ree mide ep Called - -- S plrnikeian: sheactovela, Howennss 7 -- Gathering of | 


agricultural and power company of ficials called by Al tae Public Service : 
on 1 to map pienk on Plates ware electrification. enh. ie 


Want Some Prsenden As Soon As. They Gun’ Get Them -- John Strohn in Prairie 
ember as 
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O- - Louisville Gouri erJ ournal, Novenber 19 


: ran fad Minneapolis Tribune, November 18, 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST TO cask ga / , . 


"Menbers Only" -- editorial, Rockford Star; Rockford, Til); November 12°. —- 
that the 27 Illinois REA cooperatives. should subas t. ea Sag aia by Illix 
Commerce Gone set ony 


time SORT ROR 


Farn Woubn. Want Paral ticcteietostibn;, ‘shoe Gipride: Official -— .. Jackson, Mich?) 
Citizen-Patriot, November 15 -— Mrs. G. H. Raynard, chairman of Michigan Grange 
Home Economics Committee, says farm women want ied Sari ngs Aes and. househol 


pliances to make rural tks Bowe livable. ae os ~ i 


eee Nagel PRs 


“Se 


& Rural Phone Decline -- Rbnees City Tines ,Novenber 16 -- FOO ie ee that nun 
farm phones has decreased while: ahi electrification has dncreaseds COR bs 


Hutchinson Shows Farmers ow to Males Most Use of Mectricity — Rutherford Couri 
Murer eeshero, Tenn., November 17 =- Reprinted from Progressive. Farner, Novenbe “ 


. Farn Homes Seek Power ao Denton Slay; November 19 -- Joe Wheeler Blectric Menbe 

‘ship Corp., receives 4 ae acidemia for service. - | 

State!s REA Parley Begins With. Speech By Grange Head -~ Greensboro, Ye che Yews, 
ynoranber ele hue 


¥ ‘ 7 : 
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Telephone Companies to ) Bxpand Service to Farms After the War —— few York Hove 


Sy war will be RSS hl by a baat committee Formed. ty the rate Systen ang the t 
epee States” Independent Telephone. Association, : 


- Vernont. Republicans Aid New Deak -- Hartford, Conn., Times, Novenber 20 -- - Prais 
ae ee, Aiken for efforts in ‘behalf of REA, 


“Greatest fon ences, -- eal tariel. Wichita Falls, iesae Record News, Novenber 

Sec. Wickard' talk in Austin, November 15: "It nay sound a bit complicated, b 
is important. Benefits of the (electrification) program first help the farn, 
they flow from the farm to industry. After that they flow back to the farm ag: 


_ because more jobs for city people mean better markets for farners. Agriculture 
| a Repent on one er ee RES ceil ae 


hey pon P, ase hrkerigt Eigaraeas of Georgia Power dau one News, stevens 
 Arkwright!s Letter +- editorial, Macon News, November 15 -~ The Macon News 
, incidentally in an ational. that present Georgia rural electrification 
Oc uakvely, a product of the Way Daal: t Preston S. Arkwright, president of the a 
Georgia Power Company, protested saying that his company had done a great deal be- 
the REA program started, and that it had cooperated extensively with the REA 

a ‘The News Seinsed the letter and seat owned. two days. later ea an, editori a 


ible for the acceleration of ‘power company rural activities. 
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one SLOWwT? (Bertran. B. Fowler in country dantienah. ‘Doeenbervesd 
magic in the. ‘initials KWH, ‘the magic of the kilowatt hour that has brought 
ee: to over amt 11400. and salt American homes in the Pee at 


Poe ‘eble paras appearing now show tha : 
th interest, about 98 per: cent of all funds expended. hich is pot aetaede fa 
language... = | meee 

Mr. Re Wy Rumb erger, sia saa electricity ‘from. ‘the Valley Rural Elec- 
n, Co-op of Huntingdon, Penn.: "Tf they took.away. electricity, my wife 
éavé. Expect ‘I'd quit: myself, Farm work, before electricity came, . took too. 
+ of a man. J didn’ t.. -know it before. .In fact I figured all this talk about 
r was mostly exaggeration, But now I know." 2 » e 
sorts of new, markets never thought of by the over-all planners. are appear 
_instange, -in, the Huntingdon. area the coming of electric power started a ae 
nad wallpaper. sbuying,flurry. The electric light in the home, replacing the 
oa: Reinneng, Lame revealed. the drab and smoke-tinged:surfaces for the. pa 


“Sn the farm homes. «- apie 

he picture of postwar rural dS trienhelon can be viewed from two angen 

e presents: the picture’ of millions of man-hours of enployment involved on 

te in public and private utilities providing the power. and:in mills and 
a) nS other is the picture of a service being provided that not-only ain’ 

if, pet pays an actual dividend to the. consumer, Herein | biek: the ae 
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TTY, ow uvERY. Fine CALLED REA AIM nee eh Shantien. ‘in ‘atlanta Journalys Bye 
28) w+ Mlectricity in every farm home is no pipe dream, but an ‘objective 
hich the Rural Blectrification Administration intends to move -- and move | ae 
llian J, Neal, .of St. Louis, deputy REA: administrator, told officials sof 
‘gia, South Carolina;..and ‘Florida coop peratives at a meeting Tuesday. ie. ave 
rk People are going: to want electricity in .a hurry," Mr, Neal said. "Studies Wag 
ft postwar desires indicate an unprecedented denand for rural electrification whll 
We mu 8. ‘make our plans and est our: organi zations ey fe) mnt we can work 
y when materials are released,". » «:,; at 
leoming the group to Atlanta, . Governor: Fllis Arnall ‘pledged his support. i 
vities in GEORGE Hy NT am- hipped on the. -REA," he ‘declared, "If you need on 
come to me and we'll get them, You can be: ‘assured that in Georgia there — 
no hamstringing by privately-owned utilities." yes 4 
A has done more to Helps people in rural areas than any other Federal SeenON, 
rnorveatda.” 5, : pene 
m aware of the constant Rita er cover fight between publicly and privately: ee 
: Li O85 but. ‘Le a - firmly of the opinion that in the field of power there oo 
need for development. of more public ownership, " he added. (Also similar kt 
in pochiandcabha ae ultéae ue November. 29)» A “ 
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ELECTRIFICATION IS URGENT (from Preliminary Report of the Committee on Postwar Agriy 
cultural Policy of the Association of Land-Grant Colleges. and Universities) -- In ‘| | 


the country electricity is not merely a convenience, but actually a necessity for — 

efficient farming and living. Electricity on the farm does more than furnish light, 
pump water, and operate household equipment, It brings machine-age efficiency to 
many farm tasks which have been done by hand, and it makes possible temperature- 
controlled storage or cooling of farm products. By aiding rural industrialization — 


and encouraging the development of vacation homes and rural residences, it can brin, . 


increased: employment opportunities to rural people, | ia 
More than half of the nation's farms are still without electric power. .While; 


many of these-are no doubt in areag-wiich it is not feasible to reach, it should be — 


an immediate concern in the postwar périod to extend this service as rapidly as 

possible, In doing this, however, it is*importafit that the systems constructed be= 

designed to meét the needs of all potential consumers in the areas to be served, — 
Farmers can be helped by a program of education on the operation and mainten- ° 

ance of electrical equipment. Also, research. and development work on the farm : 

applications of electric: ro 

food storage, and processing, and to labor-saving equipment generally. 


ABOVE THE LAW? | (editorial, Journal of Commérde, Chicago, November 6) ~~ The atti- : 


ity need to be expanded, particularly as to refrigeration, = 


tude of the 2? rural electric cooperatives in Illinois seems to be that they are 2 


above the law. They have decided to start court action if the Illinois Commerce < 
Commission tries to enforce..a ruling of October 6 that any REA group operates in ri 
effect as a public utility and therefore is subject to commission control. NE 

- The co-ops contend they were established to serve members only.» + » The Com— > 
merce Commission . . . would not prepare to enforce its order unless there were j 
adequate legal basis for taking action .-.-.e-lf that body has no authority to assurs 
that they (the co-ops) operate in the public convenience and necessity, then who or 
what has? siaNe tee 


WICKARD SAYS FARMER CO-OPS & POSTWAR NEED (Farmers Union Herald, Vecouber ye 
Secretary of Agriculture Claude R, Wickard, in an address on 'Farming After the | 


War" at-the annual meeting of the Wisconsin Farmers Union, Chippewa Falls,,October 


26, said that in the postwar period there will not only be more need for producer — 
cooperatives among small farmers, there will also be more need for marketing and. 
purchasing cooperatives among all farmers...» « ¢ ge 


‘The real reason for the current strong attack on cooperatives, he suspected, 


is the "unfair advantage" over other forms of private enterprise, due to the fact 
that patronage refunds, of cooperatives are not subject to taxes in the same, Manner — 


as profits from corporations, are subject to taxes, Jt seems to the Secretary that: 


? 


there can be no ground for this criticism in the true cooperative because the true 


cooperative is not organized to make profits and therefore cannot. be subject to a — 
profits -taxs ys -e eae AS SER geet a (aes 


TOWs CO-OPS BAND TO FIGHT TAXES THREAT (Des Moines Register, October 28) -~ First 


steps leading to the organization of a statewide council to fight taxation threats | 
to approximately. 1,000 Iowa cooperatives grossing tens of millions of dollars in ~ 
business a year were taken Friday in Des Moines. :Meeting in the state farm bureau 


office, nearly two dozen representatives of cooperatives named a committee. » even 


to craw up articles of incorporation for the council, . 0, J. Grau represents 

RHA woqperatives on the committee, ee ‘ | 
"The immediate objective of ‘tle organization," said Allan Kline, state farm 

bureau president and temporary secretary of the new council, “is to defend the tax 

status of the cooperatives against the National Tax Equality Association." ate 
“The latter organization is behind a drive to subject cooperatives to the same 


income taxes assessed against corporations organized for profit. 


Where its net income jexceeds $25,000 a year, a.corporation must pay a 40% tax« 


level. The foes of, cooperatives want to subject cooperative earnings which are = 
allocated to members to the same sort of taxation, AR Rie Hi 


4 


7 


on net earnings and 95.per cent excess profits tax on all earnings above the normal 
a 
igi : Wa ees la 
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“he reatvbat tle 4 is “Gxpeote to develop in next year's congressional sessions. « 
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- ‘MISSOURI BASIN FARMERS PAY TOO. ‘MUCH FOR POWER Oe pacartel : GharUimes: Decenbex aa fa) 


One of the primary purposes of. a Missouri Valley Authority is to provide cheap and 
abundant electric power. This is not only essential for raising the efficiency and > 


. the standard of living of the farms and farm families, but it is necessary if new 


industries are to be brought in, It is also absolutely necessary if the vast irri- 


peeeion projects sponsored by the Bureau of Reclamation are to be realized. . . 


What ' are the facts about costs of electricity in.the Missouri River, Basin? 
First, the need of more power and cheaper power .is striking. Lfcno te ‘disgraceful. 


Of the 1 more than 600,000 farms in the 10 states -- Missouri, Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, 
‘Minnesota, | Montana, Nebraska, Wyoming, North Dakota.and South Dakota -- only about 


25 per cent, or between 150, 000" "end. 200, 000; are: electrified with central station ary 

Services. ar nat 
REA has loaned: funds fox untied 5 t&tton ane iicbertt ication to 126° “heenouaee 

(cooperatives) in the 10 states, and. 112 .0f. them had rural. spower lines in operation 


during the fiscal year “ended June 30,'1944. ‘They served 115, 000 farms and other” 


rural consumers. During the year these REA borrowers bought 155,293,200 kwh for 
distribution to: their consumers. This power cost $1, 627,290 at wholesale -- an 
average of 10. 5 milis per kwh. -The lowest cost in iia. 10 states. was an average of 


8. He mills in’ Nebraska; the highest; 12,5 mills in Minnesota... 


_ Here is the payoff, During the same year, in the state of apecy eae nine 
REA-financod cooperatives purchased 38,868,884 kwh of. electricity from the Tennessee 
Valley Authority at an average cost ‘of ‘ante 5,9 mills -per kwh. If Mississippi. 1A 


fe, ates had been available to the Missouri River Basin borrowers, their power * ‘pills 


would ‘have’ been ‘reduced from $1,627,200 to $916,230, :,The-savings would have been 
$710, m0 or an average of $6348 for each of the 112 REA ‘cooperatives. »’s 


LOCAL coLep. HEAD LAUDS WANENG SHIP FOR NORRIS (Milbanl, - BaD -» Herald-Advance, 
November 33) - - Assigning the’ ‘name "George. W. Norris" to-a.new Liberty Ship is’ a’ 
deserved tribute tO a “great American; declared Fred Schwandt, president of the Whet- 
stone Valley’ Electric’ ‘Association, when he learned that a-vessel. now. being built has 
been nahed for the Tate Nebraska Senator. 

“Schator’ Norris has many living monuments to his raat er Mr. “Schwandt said, 


“Mut, the one which affects the everyday life of every person in this communi ty, 


rural and urban, is the REA. Norris urged povernment action in rural electrificatio 
long | before the REA program was started in 1935, when only ten per cent of the farms 
had central station electric service. He lived to see more than 40% of our farms 


: get service under the program which he sponsored in Congress. .. ." 


~TMHe stip, sdiddwled «to be daunched Srgn ya wrqorgia vad late in November,is 441 
fect Longs «© -« (Editor's Notes Similar story appeared in Several dozer otlter PAPEEE 
throughout the country. The ship was launched December Bye ats eae 
POWER: Live OSLEBRATION ‘(edktorial, Utica, N..Y., OpseRven-Dispatch, November 28) ~ —< 
They had quite an ‘unusual celebration the other day. #n-Wampsville. It was to observ 
the completion of 107 miles of new rural ele¢tric lines . serving ele patrons;’, a “jod | 
put ‘across by the Oneida-Madison Rural Electric Cooperative... +5 |. 
ei Private initiative and frée enterprise had not gotten around to provide thesé 
212 potential: ‘customers. with ‘el&ctric power,’ So the customers. went about to provide 
it themselves, But first, they had to be shown, . . 

2 There was a ereat deal of opposition. to passing the federal. legislation and 
likewise to the necessary Léfi slation in“Albany to make it. effective. in this: state, 
it was | occasionally “called socialistic and a blow to free enterprise.’ ‘But it is to 
be seen, if it was all’this,- that it came’ about because private. enterprise did not 
give these customers- ‘the’ ‘great benefits of electric power, . » 


"_ Although ‘there 3 may not’ be large profits.in the Oneida Madison cooperative, 
t ‘of thesé ‘enterprid ds ane said to be self+liquidating, , And when their debts 
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are id: off, ‘their power Gasts: promi ae to hie: nearer. ; , to. the pccwecnane rates they | | 
e p the, Private utility. roihe 


ELECTRIC CO-OP, BILL: BY M'CORD BACKED (Washington AP story in Nashville Ti ecan 
December 2) ~~ Rural electrification cooperatives: could reduce thie interest rate on | 
long term debts to.the TVA under.a bill approved today by the House agriculture 

committees  <° SUA UE Mei a is aioe Yi a noamerGicko dare. 
The bill, -by Rep. Jim McCord,’ governor-elect of Tennessee, would permit the © 

REA to make loms to cooperatives. to allow them to refinance debts to TVA, Such — 
loans would bring a saving of 13% in interest rate, McCord explained, The present 
1944-FaRM INCOME DROP IS REPORTED (R. D. Byrnes in Hartford, Conn., Courant, 
November 27) -- . . » Connecticut, Massachusetts and Rhode Island are the only ‘th: 
states. not included in a postwar rural electrification program which has been — 


. «recommended by the REA postwar planning committee of the Department of Agricultu 

e  interbureau committee on postwar programs, Connecticut and Rhode Island are the = 

i _-only two: states which have taken’ no REA grants and are at the bottom of the list " 

- where: such projects are needed,’ actording to’ REA ‘surveys. . . (Editor's Notes. Th 
1938, Connecticut received an allotment of $92,000, subsequently rescinded.) dae 


| -—sREA. SPONSORS: WATER SYSTEM CAMPAIGN (Monroe: City, Mo.,News, December 7) += The 
Missouri Rural Hlectric: Cooperative was chosen py the 8th Region of REA as one oF 
four Cooperatives in the United-States to’ sponsor a water system activity and make 
it-possible for farmers:in this  cotmunity 4°. 4 to purchase a water pump, » 6° 
Membership meetings were held November 25,-27 and 28. . . Elmer Daniels, Rus plum 
ing engineer; gave an illustrateil' talk on ‘planning:a complete “water syste s 


proper installation.in the ‘home’ of ‘path fixtures’ and different types: of install ; o 


for, septic. tankss ./."(Similar story in Palmyra, Mo., Spectator, 12/6.) 
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Benya ek ee Sess ttt De gO ee wo Miler! Reed iba Red eaten tc Naa 8 ACTON aide era ca a 
anaes (iaitor's Note: The prosent:situdtion:inzregards’ to rural-télephone “service and 


-  —s- suggestions. for: bringing about. chafiges havé been’ much discussed in reeent we 
ss newspapers. throughout the country and: on various radio programsi * Mach of th 
_ , -‘Licity:mentions REA. in one connection or another. Without. éxéeption,*stich ref 
ss enees:have been either laudatory or neutral ‘intone. “We havé réceived ‘dozens’ 
batt u-¢lippines fromimany publications; thé! one: below dévotés more attention to R: 
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Raita ae uh to 5 4s Patieatis { ys PRY ESR RON aarp a Sane fais FREE ates hs SR 2 eee 
+ ARCG BUILDS-CASE FOR FARMER PHONE COOPERATIVES: (Advertising Age, November '27)‘*-- 
_.. Distressed“by a marked decline in. the nunbern“of fatmé receiving telephone. s« 
_ * during the-past 20 years, «the FOC studied aréport fromlits econémic division 
| week which gxplored the need fo¥’large numbers of édopérative-télephone organi 
-tions'to stinulate better service from private industry. « .« fe eae 
_.> . The Commission's repért wasone in a’ series’ 6f-developments' at: the FCC 
cating: that action may be forthkédhing soon to establish a special agency ‘sini 
—ss. the Rural Electrification Administration that could'make ‘government ‘finds 
: nical assistance available t6-goups of farmers’ Who ‘are willing to “set ‘up ¢ 
own cooperative telephone ‘exchanges, 2 0 7h I on ea 
ree) In itssreport, the Commission staff went: itit-donsiderable discussion 
_ history and record of the-REA, pointing out: thaf‘thére has been an increase 
214.2% in the number of éliéctrified farms between December: 31, 1934 and: 


1942. Significantly, thé repartwent into case ‘studies: of “REA speratio: 


se * , 
ee 


_» Of particular interest in the discussion was the 


aie y TA Lk VMS RE < eye s ah 


_ to the legislative history of the vageticy includitig ‘the steps- that ‘were 
setting it penx YAS Ua eas Serene acpy al NR a SA aA i ea cu 


A Se 


Raa Padeds ane which neanceied the FCC were its activities in financing rural in- 
dustries that consume electricity and providing technical assistance to the cooperas 
tives, enabling them to standardize their installations so that wons tructi on costs. 


were cut by 25 to 50%, ah 


REA projects have not only financed new facilities but they have stimulated 
state projects and aroused many private utilities to undertake rural expansion as a 
competitive measure, the report said, 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THE STAEF 


Senators Fight Crippling of Flood Control Plans —~ Sam O'Neal in Chicago Sun, 


_Novenber 22 -- Sen, Aiken opposes amendments to $970,965,000 flood control bill 


that would turn power produced at dams over to private utility companies. 


Industrial Development Called Important Jobs for State -- Minneapolis Tribune, 
November 21 -- Rural clectrification among suggestions received in public opinion 
poll of auestion "Can you think of anything Minnesotans can do to make this state 
a better place to live in?" 


No Change Expected in New Deal Power Policy -- R. WN. Larkin's "Washington Comment", 
Electrical World, November 25 -- Political observer states that "party lines essen- 


‘tially dissolve when REA and river development te aes are brought UPe “ 


Deficiency Appropriation Requests ~- Jerry Mutts! s "Federal Diary", Washington 
Post, Novenber 26 —+ RHA, $696,000,000 to prepare for its inevitable postwar ex- 
Peaeton. 


Power Co-op New Income Shows Gains —- Rochester, Minn,, Post-Bulletin, November 25 aw 


_ Sixth annual acest of Peoples Power Cooperative shows marked increase in net in- 


come « ek Hi Per 
World-Wide Labor eaten Wing Apaovel E O10 m- Oaplstian Science Monitor, Novenber 
24 -- Points included in CIO'S program for a postwar economy of "60,000,000 jobs" _ 


includet.seeePublic Works: Creation’ of a-shelf of public works adequate to take up 


the slack if private industry does not achieve full. employment, pide to: Finascn 
new "Tva's"\rural electrification, and the ike, ’ 


5800 North Dakota Farms Now, Have, Blectricity -- Bismarck Tribune, November 2h, 


A Farmers Point of View -— Sourhel “Of. Mectric Womkors and Operators, December. 
(Official IBEW organ) -- Quotes Kansas Labor Weekly as stating that. TVA is greatest 

answer to opposition to MVA,° “TVA's installed capacity is 2,800,000 kw but. it acts ~ 
as wholesaler, «Towns have their utah ee and farmers have’ REA, They buy power Sid 
TVA PORCRDACS ays 


yy. 


Farn pasa Hie elects Harper -- opcka State Journal ,. Noventb er ze) BS igin ics Fam 


Bureau Ber ocH' oe, qe SaoBHesae of REA. rm 


W411 Covermaent: a Faith? ‘<= Pocatello, ‘Tdaho, Tiibune, editorial,*Novenber 14, 


-~ REA cooperatives can use the ‘surplus: goods ,: made. in, C9 Gaeta Esta joa bs 


“State Officials Who Have Been Known to Protest Sie of Federal REM a 
“Are Extravagant in their Praise of the REA -~ Paul. Bolton's column "Mirrors of 
Austin", Corpus nae ie 


A ay en 
an 


Certify 170 Farms for HY cotati ty -~- Hawkeye Gazette, Burlington, Iowa, November 27- 
AAA certifies 170 farms in Des Moines county to utility companies as having suffici- 
ent number of animal units: for /highline electric connection, 


on 


Somervell Says Output of Arms Is Still No, 1 Job —- New York Herald-Tribune, 
Decémber 3 -- Harlow S. Person delivers address at conference of Society for. Bia 
Advancement of ManBECMere® 


Ohio Co-ops Win Utility Battle ~~ editorial, Madison, Weare Times, ches ne 1. 


Months of Hard Work Pay Off to Farm Youth -- Chicago ca tauie: fidelewer 5 -— Winners 
in 4-H rural electrification contest. 


Comforts Add to Happy Living -- Memphis Press-Scinitar, December 4, 


Demands OK for St. Lawrence Project -- PM, Decender 7 =~ Sen. Aiken cites rural 
electrification as one of EOVanRPaoe arising fa .proposed St. Lawrence Waterway. 


since the Novenber 20 issue’ of nd Press divest. 31 clippings concerning the post 
war oe cla in rural’ electrification have been received, 
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4% ae FER 2 A 404r 4. : 
A’semi-monthly summary of préss and) radio items concerning REA, 


Vol, re No. 12 1.3 ated Dec, $1, 1944 
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CLARK REA VOICES PROTEST TO EXTFNS ION OF K.U. LINES (Allan Trout in Louisville 
Courier-Journal, December 12) - - The Clark County Rural Flectric Cooperative today 
opposed plans of Kentucky Utilities Co. to build nine miles of rural extensions in 
areas served by the cooperative on grounds it would interfere with long-range REA 
plans to serve every rural home in its territory, ... 

Six rural cooperatives intervened against K. U. at the outset but all of them 


., excepting the Clark’ cooperative withdrew after K. Us ety dropped 24 projects 
in 17 courities; ‘involving 61 miles of line. : 


toe 


.. "Our future program," said R.-R. Craft, seers ‘for ‘the ‘Clark cooperative, 
“calls: for full'coverage of our territory and all the homes in it. We plan to take 
the: lean along with the fat. We.are unable to see just how this full coverage 
program'can be achieved if some other electric. company takes out, here and there, 
choice mouthfuls of the territory. We ask this commission to preserve our birth- 
right." 

In cross-examining T. FE. Steele, manager of the cooperative, S. R. Ogden, K.U. 
attorney, developed that the cooperative has no immediate plans to-extend service 


to the communities at issue..... 


Washington Reed, K.U. vice-president, testified his utility has no intention 
to obstruct REA, but to the contrary "desires to cooperate in taking electric 
service to the maximum number of farm homes in the USE re Nin tie is 


WHERE AN OVFR-ALL POLICY IS NEEDFD (editorial, Louisville Courier-Journal, Decem- 
per 17): - = The recurrent and increasing friction between REA cooperatives and 
privately-owned utilities. over territory of operation calls loudly for a definite 
declaration of public policy by the Kentucky Public Service Commission and action 
on its own initiative in pursuance of that policy... . 

Whether the charge is true or not, the fact is patent that private companies 
took no interest in rural blectrificatden until REA pioneered the program. Private 
companies should not be permitted to prevent the consummation of the purpose but 
that is only incidental to a correct public policy. This policy, applied to co-ops 
and commercial corporations alike, is an undeviating determination to see that 
every rural electric line is hvotected in a practicable way eventually to reach 
the most remote farm within reason. .. . 

The interests of consumers and public consumers “should be studied before an 
established network of distributing lines excludes whole groupe | of them from any 
hope for modern conveniences and necessities. 


RURAL POWFR RIVALRY IN MAINE’ (Frank E. Southard, Chairman, Maine PUC, in Public 
Utilities Fortnightly, December 21) - - The Federal Government will be in the 
electric business for a’ long time to come. The REA has performed a necessary 
function and has brought electricity to thousands of people who waited in vain ' 
for it from old line companies... . 

For many years the growth of electric service in rural areas was on the basis 
of piecemeal extensions, people living beyond service making arrangements for its 
extension to them by guaranteeing a certain revenue to justify the utilities ex- 
penditures in the project. 

In recent years the area idea got hold, signing extensions covered an entire 
area rather than going idawn-thosréad apiece.’ - . eln 1941 the legislature 
passed a more comprehensive act relating to rural electrification. Among other mat- 


ters it was determined that the "cooperatives shall not be deemed to be public util- 
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No. cooperatives are operating ag ee under the 1941 law but. presuehie with q 
the return. oF activity in the rural field, use:of this statute.will be occasioned . 
Tay deciding what, ae anything, should be.done to meet the: situation, one major’ 
company felt it had ébligations to render service in the ‘territory authorized by | et 
its charter and that it should make every effort to do so. . . «The company felt 
that it could afford to‘make some concessions in order to mest government competi- 
tion and fulfill its obligations, and that it could and would make available 
service. at. rates comparable with or as. favorable Bo: pgee offered by the government + _ 
subsidized. companies, oe. 

To date the company bas been able to meet the ouipiepti ga in a way that has 
been. satisfactory to the rural. customer. . -Detailed figures are not available to 
make an accurate comparison | evewith’ the. REA co- “Ops fotng: business: in Maine. - 


r 


RTA SIMILAR TO REA NOW ‘BEING PLANNED (Hisotrical Worley December: 9) - - Pe snanen 
are considered’ good that Congress next year will be called upon.to. approve’ the » 
creation of a. Rural Telephone ‘Administration which will be charged with doing the 
same . job for, rural communication that the’ Rural Electrification Administration was 
set up to do in bringing electric service to farms not receiving central station . 
service.. Senator Lister Hill, sa sstrong administration supporter, is reported to 
have a pill for such an agency already drawn, Hill is said to have agreed not to 
introduce the. measure for some  WBeKE, probably: not battt the TARE GENER See convenes 
in January. ins 

(Editor Ss Nove) Associated Press news item in December sth issue of Washingtor 
Post states that Sen. Hill's bill: has been introduced. RTA's 50 million dollar _ 
appropriation would be used to make loans to individuals, corporations, gtate 
agencies,. municipalities’ and cooperatives or "mutual" telephone companies. Loans 
would be made at interest rate of 13%, with 35 years to pay the prenotnee ) 


TE PUBLIC OWNERSHIP MACHINE (cditorial, Waterbury, Pour: Denionrat’ December 11) - 
-- ‘Promoters. of public ownership now have a smoothly running machine working 
within local | and national government that is hard to beat. One Federal agency 
corners. its attention or arbitrarily dividing efficiently operating electric 
utility systems into a number of pieces, Another Federal agency, through a:device 
Revi calculation, creates the impression that electric companies are charging exorbi- 
tant prices for their services, while still other Federal agencies, such as REA, 
stand ready. with taxpayers" money to buy out ‘the auricle remnants of the pri- 
vate, companies. . . 

. An unregulated tex ~exempt government bea ada ‘is what the: buenas will get from 
the present political. drive against the électric industry. unless the public owner-_ 
ship machine is smashed , and the public agencies now’ promoting socialism within: 

our government .are given guiding rules that ‘guarantee aay Feenees ao rather than | 


J. 


destruction of private enterprise. , ee ee | - EA 


SIX MILL POWER RATE IS SET FOR SMALLER CO-OPS-: (iicteniaaen otis spievantnnts December 16) 
- + An Annual reduction of $23,787 in the preferential electric rate of. Oklahoma | 
Gas and Flectric.Co., for rural electric cooperatives serving rural subscribers and 
small communities was ordered by the corporation commission majority. Peidayc ieee 

‘The cooperatives want the preferential rates on electricity bought from OG&E 
regardless of the sizé of the town served, and the joey, wants to confine it to 
smali communities. ..:. 

The ord®r provides that the naeanin ceatemeeial rate of 8 mills a kwh will be 
reduced to about 6 mills with limitation for the rate to farm users and communi- 
ties of less than 125 customers, which Corporation Chairman Reford Bond estimated 
would mean communities. of..population of less than 600 persons. . + . 

George Ade Davis, president of OG&E, said: "The ruling is not exactly as we | 
would like to have seen it but in the main it embodies a definite contribution to 
the farmer-operated REA co-operatives and at the same time Meade Nene Brghaciton Poy 
““yne- electric utility from bappaBerare whims... ." 


a 
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eer mtatatne hab a eine company cannot cane out the neodoeed 
rification program because it. cannot be done as a profit-making proposi- 
argument , therefore, is that the REA should undertake the project with 

PRS OR incidentally comes from the taxpayers. The cooperative's idea Ee shy 
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- Lub of the more remote fields for the use of mass prodienion methine 
ar ee be rural line extensions from present utility systems; but the 
anges decidedly when viewed from, the standpoint of community. development . 
ages of applying the methods of subcaaa aromatic on a Conn hye sas 
such lines need little elaboration. « «+. 
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: TANCES WILL FARMERS BUY (Blectrical eed le habembar Ove - tiga, ; 


a in what orders ss 


‘FARM BQUIPMENT Teoceed Light. mir Mauer: Ne ceria as Taree 
of electro-agricultural equipment. developed as a result of research carried _ 
oes ee ure ees: and, other: laboratories. but not eh manufactured - 


oy 


- Already REA has appropriated | 
MAT Gn ‘for the pondenhebicn of ‘lines. Aer eeemere on can ionent: eae 
lines can be eeckeis to. total several times. Bnet SmOUHy «' A Bune s of if 


19 and appliances and ‘equipment that will an operated, on Reich lines. aaa 


aber, its ge peehten tions undertaken sone ‘the ie York, farm olectrifica- 
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CTTES BETTER USE OF FARM ELECTRICITY (Jamestown. Post: Pouene ts “ Janeatoweaied 


j i 


~ 


The council is composed of representatives of the College of Agriculture, the s 
Public Service Commission, and the major electric companies who distribute elec- 
tricity to New York farms. The aim is to investigate new and better uses of 
electricity and to inform the farmers; also to unify farm electrification in the 
BLAe AGE ay gece ; i a ' ? 


A COMING INDUSTRY (editorial, Sioux. city Journal, December iy. - Experience during 
the war period in using new methods for preserving foods indicates an opportunity 
for developing profitable small industries all over the country, if the economic 
set-up is right for doing so in the postwar period. . .Newer methods of food ‘pre- 
servation are by dehydrating and quick freezing. ... 

Rapid extension of rural electrification must be considered as a factor in 
development of this business. It may not be many years until refrigerators will 
be standard equipment in farm homes, as they now are for urban dwellers. And there 
ig a probability that quick freeze units will become more generally available for 
private homes. But the willingness of: so many housewives to have food processing 
done for them is Peet to mean a dilate inca field for sitlenostinae es in this line of 
industry. ai 


MORE RURAL ELECTRIFICATION (editorial, Barre, Vt., Daily Times, December 19) - - 

It takes a pretty hard-pitten critic of things as they are to quarrel with rural 

electrification, whether financed by government largess or private enterprise. .. . 
Those who are in the best position to know will tell you that on a farm with 

electric power for milking machines and other rnin saving devices, at least one” 

man can be spared. «.. 


PLUMBING BOOM’ FORECAST. FOR FARMS (Cincinnati Enquirer, December 17) - - Electrifi- 
cation of farms in the United States has opened up an enormous domestic market for 
the country’s domestic’ plumbing industry, according to a survey by the National 
Plumbing” and Drainage Manufacturers Assogiation which concluded The annual con- 


vention here yesterday. .. . 
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ITEMS On ca ene nana se THE STAFF 


What tt Takes To Be: A Harner’ a So John agora discusses USDA Bev ae "Shall I Be A 
Farmer", 1 es, Tork oes Magazine, December 10, | 


Anti-Cow Blectrictty - - Boston Herald, December io -- Describes advantages of 
electric fence over stone walls and EpLit rail fences.. 


Half of Nevada's Farms Now Electrified, Saye REA - - Reno Gtapenoe in Chil stian 
Selence Monitor, ike Saath 9, 


Denies It's Utility - - Public Utilities ae ead ohtive December: 21, — = woinueee 
Viow Rural Electric Association, Limon, Colo., petitions state ‘PUC to dismiss. 
protest filed by town of’ Fountain, asking that co-op be classed as public ubikity. 
Co-op denies that it is spend athi yagi area beaut es town! 8: PE ey system. © 
Hearing to be wee ee 


In addition the following clippings have been received: 
14 concerning the postwar program in rural electrification 
4 concerning possible formation of RTA (Rural Telephone Administration) 


